~ 
\\ S 


ACK 
 —rs—e 
UN ~ \ ~ \\ 
AN 


~ 


RAK 


COMMERCE AND CUSTOMS — 


“4 : 
e.? ee 
.- 4 Je ‘ 


ta a 


Ce 
Se 
Pree - 


¢ 
ac Be 
\ : 


v2 


This book is not an oficial publication and the Commissioners 


of Customs and Excise accept no responsibility 
Jor its contents. 


Crremraar L¥anrrer Nowrpnvor 


Teste 


COMMERCE 


and 


CUSTOMS 


A History 
of the 
Ports of Newport and Caerleon. 


By 
JAMES W. DAWSON 
H.M. Cusioms and Excise. 


NEWPORT, MON. 
R, H. JOHNS LTD., PRINTERS 
“DIRECTORY ” PRESS. 


1932. 


I give you a Toast! 


NEWPORT ! 
For 
IMPORT, TRANSPORT, EXPORT— 
MY PORT! YOUR PORT !! 


OUR PORT!!! 


— December, 1932. 


* 


PREFACE. 


The average reader finds history dry, dull and 
uninteresting. If, as a duty or a penance, he reads this 
volume, his opinion may be that it is just as prosaic and 
rather more boring than the rest. Statistics appal him. 
They are but a maze in which he fails to discern the path of 
development and progress. And when, from out the long 
buried past, facts are brought to light which touch intimately 
on the life and work of his forbears, they leave him cold. 


Dr. Johnson’s lines are apt :—‘“‘ Whatever makes the 
past, the distant or the future, predominate over the present, 
advances us in the dignity of thinking beings.” 


Those choice spirits who are attracted by the past may 
find pleasure and profit within these pages. Lovers of local 
history will appreciate the perspective of Newport and 
Caerleon from this new angle of Commerce and Customs. 
If, in our schools, students find herein helpful information 
concerning the town of their birth or adoption, that alone 
will be sufficient recompense for the research which this 
work has entailed. 


Some readers may consider the book to be overweighted ° 
by statistics. I can only plead a desire to furnish proof in 
place of uncertainty and fact where hitherto has been vague 
tradition; Commenting on the line in Churchyard’s poem 

““many sayle to Bristowe. ..” Scott states in his 
* BiistOy of Newport ’—‘‘ this is deemed apocryphal by 
many who suppose that no shipping) visited Negpart previous 
to 1780.” 


In “ Historic Newport,’ James Matthews is cobftant 
to accept Churchyard’s statement without bringing forward 
data to support it. 


. 


The records in this book remove all doubts. Although 
the details of cargoes and the repetition of certain items may 
be tiresome, no better course could be adopted for proving 
the existence of trade, foreign and coastwise, and indicating 
clearly its nature and extent. 


Every statement of fact has been verified. State Papers, 
Port Books, documents in the archives at Newport, Cardiff, 
and Bristol have yielded their quota. Every figure has 
been culled from authentic records. 


I am indebted to many friends for their advice, 
particularly to the Newport Public Libraries Committee and 
to Mr. John Warner, F.L.A., Borough Librarian, Newport, 
for their kindness in placing at my disposal many valuable 
books and documents in the Library, from which extracts 
appear in this volume; to the Cardiff Public Libraries 
Committee and to Mr. Harry Farr, their courteous Librarian, 
who have extended to me the privilege of copying extracts 
from the ms. diary of John Byrd, of Caerleon, in their 
possession ; Mr. W. E. Heard and Mr. W. Mordey; Mr. J. F. 
Groves, F.R.1.B.A. ; Mr. J. R. Gabriel, M.a.; Mr. Ivan Kyrle 
Fletcher; Mr. G. Jobbins and Commander J. W. Damer 
Powell; and to the subscribers who have made possible 
the publication of this volume. To these, and many others 
too numerous to mention individually, I tender sincere 
thanks for information always willingly given. Finally, it 
is impossible to speak too highly of the invariable kindness 
and assistance I have received from Mr. W. J. Townsend 
Collins, Editor of the South Wales Argus. 
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CHAPTER I. 


FROM THE MYTHS AND MISTS TO THE 
MIDDLE AGES. 


When was commerce first established on the Usk? What 
vessels brought the first merchandise, and from whence and 
to whom? Who framed the first tariff and under what 
authority was it imposed ? 


There is a story that in the days before history strange 
craft, manned by stranger mariners, came up the Usk laden 
with the wealth of the Orient which was traded by barter. 


In Roman times, when the second Augustan legion were in| 
occupation and Caerleon was the first city in the land, there 
was a regular stream of cross channel traffic between Bath 
and Bristol on one side, and Caerwent and Caerleon on the 
other ; and it is highly probable that a ‘‘ Custos Maritimus ” 
was appointed to deal with all the “ great shipps”’ which 
then came up the Usk ; for Rome never occupied any country 
for philanthropic purposes: conquest was paid for out of 
revenue, and no doubt the elaborate system of taxation in 
the Eternal City would be reflected in Imperial Caesar’s 
fiscal policy in Britain. 

It is on record that, during the Saxon era, merchants from 
England came frequently to the harbour at the mouth of the 
Usk, exchanged merchandise, and then paid toll, for if they 
failed to pay the “‘ custom ”’ they forfeited the right to trade. 
Certain landowners, too, were subject to taxation and one 
of the earliest fiscal laws required them to contribute yearly 
10 jars of honey, 300 loaves, 12 ambers of Welsh beer, 30 
ambers of clear beer, a fully grown ox or 10 wethers, 10 
geese, 20 fowls, 10 cheeses, a full amber of butter, 5 salmon, 
20 measures of fodder and 100 eels. 
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The prehistoric myths, however, are illusive, intangible ; 
positive evidence of Roman taxation at Caerleon is either 
buried treasure or has been lost in the mists of the ages ; 
and although Saxon records provide proof of maritime 
trade and taxation at Newport and Caerleon, they are not 
sufficiently detailed for more than passing notice. 


From Saxon to Plantagenet times involves a leap of a 100 
years, but there is no official record concerning commerce 
or customs in South Wales until 1303. In the archives at 
the Public Record Office is a single membrane (parchment 
roll) which, although it relates to a neighbouring port, is 
illuminating as proof of foreign trade with South Wales and 
also of the imposition of ‘‘ ancient customs.” It is titled 
in Latin :— 

Account of John Wynter and Tho. Bolepenne for the King’s 
ships customs owing and granted for the same, beyond the ancient 
customs collected and received from the foreign merchants and 
aliens at Kermerdyn (Carmarthen) ; appointed from Wednesday 
next after the Feast of St. Benedict the Abbot, 31 Edw 1 (27 


March 1303) unto Thursday next after the Feast of St. Matthew 
the Apostle 3 Edw 1. (25 September 1309). 


The same John and Thomas rendered account for 58 shillings 
received from Arnold Gecye, merchant, of Gascony, for the customs 
aforesaid for 29 hogsheads of wine loaded in the ship called la 
Nicholas de Insula, whereof Luke Peres is master, arrived at 
Kermerdyn (Carmarthen) Sunday next after the Purification of 
the Blessed Mary, 34 Edw 1. (6 February 1305-6), to wit, for every 
hogshead 2 shillings. And for 6s. 8d. for the same custom received 
from the aforesaid Arnold for one last of hides in the same ship. 


The payment of “‘ ancient and just customs” is referred 
to in and confirmed by the 41st Article of Magna Carta. 


In 1324, Edward II. granted a Charter to our faithful 
Hugh Le Despenser the younger and the burgesses and other 
men and tenants of Kerdiff, Vsk, Kaerlion, Newport, quitting 
them of murage, pontage, panage, lastage and other local 
tolls and dues, but reserving the customs of wools, leather, 
hides, woolfells and wines. The reservation represents the 
King’s Customs. Wool was first recognised as an article 
suitable for taxation in 1275 when Parliament granted the 
king a ‘‘ custom ” on all wool, woolfells and leather exported, 
and later extended the system by means of ‘‘ tunnage and 
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prisage”’ on wine. In 1303 the famous Carta Mercatoria 
was issued in which the duties were scheduled as follows :— 


Denizens. 
s. d. 
Upon every sack of wool .......... 6 8 
ae ay SOO OMS 5 58, cress giecasses 6 8 
te last of leather ........ 13 4 


Wine subject to prisage, i.e. :—the appropriation of one tun 
from every ten when the cargo prised amounted to ten tuns and 
less than twenty tuns. 


If the cargo amounted to twenty tuns or more, one tun was 
taken before the mast and one behind the mast. 


Aliens. 
e- ds 
The same sum and an additional 
QUAELCES INTIS, cioiezsiss serous asiezers 10 0 
DO nandicaotielsnavan wee nace 10 0 
The same sum and an additional 
eM AR ra Seheetary ove: azote cision 11050 


Upon wines, a Butlerage of 2/- per cask (afterwards levied 
at 2/- per tun) upon all wines imported, payable in ‘‘ pence” 
(cash) within forty days when the wines were landed. 


About 1348 the old Tollbooth or Custom House was built 
at the Westgate, and here, no doubt, was conducted the 
business of the port and the King’s revenues charged and 
collected. Early in the next century, however, Henry IV. 
promulgated a law ‘‘ that all mariners of ships and other 
vessels laden with goods and merchandise entering the realm 
or passing out of the same shall be charged and discharged 
in some ‘ great port’ and not in any creek or small river 
upon pain of forfeiture of the goods’’; and Henry V. by 
proclamation dated 26 October Anno regni 16, commanded 
all officers to see this Act put strictly into execution. There- 
upon ‘‘ Bristowe’’ became the ‘great port’ for all the 
English coast from Bridgwater to the boundary of Wales. 
At the same time the Uskside ports of Newport and Caerleon 
came under the ‘great port’ of Cardiff to which all their 
foreign traffic was credited. Nevertheless, there were 
occasions when Customs duties were charged, levied and 
paid at subports and creeks as will be seen from some of the 
records which are to follow. 
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When Edward, third Duke of Buckingham was executed 
in 1522, the appraisers of his estate made a valuable contri- 
bution to local history. In State Papers Dom: Henry VIII. 
Vol 3, Part 1 is the record :— 


Value and state of the possessions of the late Duke of 
Buckingham, surveyed by Thomas Magnus and William Walwyn, 
13 Hen VIII. 

The bourgh of the towne of Newporte, being and next 
adioyning with the hooll Lordeship on the oon side to the Kingg’s 
grete Lordeship of Cardeiff, and next adioyning on the other side 
oan King's grete lordeshipps of Vske and Carlion, is in value 
£18-10-5. 

The said toune of Newport is a burgh and a p’pur toune and 

_ haith a goodly haven commyng unto hit, well occupied with 
small Crayes whereunto a veray great shippe may resoorte and 
have good harbour. 


Upon the same haven is a proper Castell and III towers 
adioyning iuste to the water. The middelleste tower having a 
vowte or entre to receive into the said Castell a good vessell. 


Newport has made progress. On the Ist of October 1932 
the county borough covered an area of eight square miles, 
had a population of 90,000, and its rateable value was 
£600,524. 


The earliest authentic information concerning shipping 
at Caerleon is to be found in State Papers Dom: Henry 
VIII., Vol. 14, from which two extracts are given hereunder : 


31 March, 1539. Musters before Sir Wm Morgan, steward of the 
lordship of Uske, Caerllion, Trelech, with all the members 
Sstshaiavete 10 mariners of Caerllion, that were presented 
to serve the King in the ship called The Trinity of 
Caerliyon, Tho Hardyn, Master. 


10 June, 1539. Estimate of the charges for one month of 36 
ships now in the King’s wages at Portsmouth, beginning 
the 4th of this present month, 

oe aleleisiatace sure evel sinters the Lvintiy of Carlyom.....cccrcccvseves 


Each mariner received 5/- per month of 28 days. 


Contemporary with the Tyinity of Caerllyon was the 
James of Newport. Owing to her common name it is 
impossible to identify her in the records of that time. She 
was owned by Sir William Herbert, of St. Julians, and in 
his will dated 30th September, 1550, he bequeathed her with 
““all manner of cabelle, anchors, roopes, tacklinge, guns, 
and ordynnce weapons, and all other things to her 
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belongynge,”’ to his second son George, who continued and 
extended the family interest in trade overseas. 


The earliest records of commerce between the Usk ports 
and Bristol are contained in the Customs Books for the port 
of ‘‘ Bristowe’’ for the period 1565-1570. Here are typical 
entries concerning vessels ‘inwards’ and ‘ outwards.’ The 
originals are mainly in Latin. 


XXV. die May 1565. 
In Le Trinete de Newporte (24 tons) Philip Jayne of the 
same, Master. From Korke in Ireland for Bristol with a cargo 
of skins. 


XXVII. die June 1565. 
In Le Fenyx of Bristoll (45 tons) from Sin Sabastians in 
SPAVD seis Morgan Griffith of Newport co Monmouth, merchant, 
2 tons of iron. 


XX. die Februarie 1565-6, 
In Le Jesus de Carlene (17 tons). Thomas Williams of the 
same, Master, from Bristol to Carmarthen, with merchandise by 
estimation (blank). 


Thomas James of Carlene, merchant. One Custom House 
seal (coket) dated 18 Feb. 


XXIX. die Aprilis 1566. 

In Le George de Carleene (18 tons) Thomas David of the 
same, Master, From Bristol to Carleene. MHenricus Gibson of 
the city of Bristol, pewterer, whereof 15 tons brass and pewter 
ware. By certificate dated aforesaid 18th April. 


XI. die June 1566. 

By Le Jesus de Carlyne (18 tons) William John Loide of the 
same, Master. From Carlyne to Bristoll. William Pottell of 
the city of Bristoll, clothyer. Brought in 80 stone of wool. By 
certificate dated at Carlyne 11 June 1566. 


After the feast of St. John the Baptist, 8 Eliz: 1566. Le 
Mychaell de Newporte of the burthen of XIV. ttonns, John Glover 
of the same is Master, from Newporte to Bristoll the second of 
Julie the forenoon tide. Thomas Collstonne of the Citie of 
Bristoll, Mcer. Warrant dated the third of Julie. 


XXVII. die Julie 1566. 

Le Mychaell de Newporte of the burthen of XIV. ttonns, 
John Glover of the same is Master. From Newport to Bristoll 
the 27 of Julie the forenoon tide. Thomas Collstonne of the 
Citie of Bristoll Mcer. Warrant dated the XXVII. daie of Julie. 


XIII. die Augusta 1566. 

In Le Marie Roze de Newporte Co Monmouth (20 tons), 
John Phillips of the same is Master. From Bristoll to Newporte, 
John Northall of the City of Bristoll, pewterer, 15 ttonns of brass 
and pewter ware 
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XVIII. die Septembrie 1566. 


In Le Trynnetie de Carleene (10 tons) Henricus Parre of the 
same Master. From Bristol to Carleene. Robert Young of the 
City of Bristol, merchant, whereof 2 contain iron and 2 goodes 
cottens de Manchester. 


XXV. die Septembrie 1566. 


In Le Marie Roze de Newporte, John Phillips of the same is 
Master. From Bristoll to Aberthaw Co Glamorgan. John 
Northall of the City of Bristoll, pewterer, whereof 6 ttonns brass 
and pewter ware. 


XX. die June 1567. 


In Le Jesus de Carlene. Thomas Williams of the same is 
Master. Treherne Davis of Bristoll, tanner. Coket XX. June. 


XX. die Julie 1570. 


By Le Mary Rose of Newporte Co Monemoth, Nicholas 
Dennys of the same, Master. From Waterford to Bristoll. John 
Walle of Waterford, merchant, whereof 800 frice 16 £; 4 mantels 
XX. s: VI. covarlets cont Ixxl rods XXIIII. s; 100 sheep skins 
25s; 100 Brocksell 2s, 6d. 12 fox skins 8s...£19-19-6. Subsidy 20s. 


George Comerforde of the City of Waterford, merchant, 
whereof 800 frice 16 £; 3 hogsheads (cados) cont 36 rods 12s. ; 
3 mantels 15s. ; £17-7-0. Subsidy 17s. 44d. 


Robert Lyncolne of the City aforesaide, merchant, whereof 
200 frice, 4 £; 20 mantels 5 £, 3 coverlets cont 30 rods 10s. value. 
in the whole £9-10-0. Subsidy 9s. 6d. 


Michael Braye of the City aforesaid, merchant, whereo! 
250 frice, 5 £ ; 4 blankits containing 48 rods (virg) 16s. ; 4 manteis 
20s. £6-16-0. Subsidy 6s. 9d. 


The vessels abovementioned, together with Le Marve 
de Carlyon, and Le Marye Catheryne de Carlyon, maintained 
a regular traffic between the Usk and the Avon, with cargoes 
consisting mainly of brasse, putere, linen, sope, drywares, 
wool, hides and dairy produce. 


The Customs Port Books for Cardiff date from 1579. 
They consist of a few sheets of parchment which, in the 
course of time, have suffered so much from damp storage 
and mildew as in some cases to be mere fragments, whilst 
others are so damaged that the records are not easily 
decipherable. The oldest book is in a good state of preser- 
vation and its entries which follow, will be of special interest 
to local historians. 

The Book of the Customer’s entries in the town and port 
of Cardiff for all goods coming in and going out of the 
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same by way of merchandise from Michaelmas 1579 to 
Michaelmas 1580 :— 


Date 
2 Jan. 


5 Septr. 


Vessel Master Whence Merchant Cargo 
Le Steven Rinaldus Rochelle George 2 tons 


de Sherman. and Herbert. Gascony 
Newporte Bordeaux Anthony 2 tons salt 
(30 tons) to Robin. 

Newport 4 o 

25 MarchLe Griffine William Lishbourn David 18 tons salt 

de Morris. (Lisbon) Sawnder 
Caerlion to Lewis 
(35 tons) Caerlion of Caerlion 
Le Steven John Rochelle George 6 tons salt 
de Sparowe. to Herbert 3 tons 
Newport Newport of iron 
(30 tons) Newport 


Here is evidence, beyond contradiction, that in the reign 
of Queen Elizabeth, if not at any earlier period, Newport 
possessed an established foreign trade ; and it is significant 
that of the eight arrivals from foreign which entered the 
port of Cardiff in 1579, three belonged to and were bound 
for the river Usk. : 


Equally 


interesting are the following records from the 


Bristol Port Books :— e 
27 Oct. 1579. In Le Dragon de Newport of the burden of 100 


27 Nov. 


tons. Richard Baker master. From Bristoll to Luxbo- 
(Lisbon). (From) Henry Gough of the City of Bristoll, 
native merchant, for 4 tons of lead containing 73 pieces. 
Value £32, Subsidy £1-12-0. _ ° 


(From) the same for 2 fardels containing 9 short 
‘Somerset’ cloths without grain (undyed). Custom £3. 


(From) Edward Morrys of the City of Bristoll, native 
merchant, for 9 fodders of lead containing 180 pieces. 
Value £72. Subsidy £3-12-0. 


(From) William Cutt of the City of Bristoll, native,. 
merchant for 1 ton of lead containing 19 pieces. Value 
£8, and 2 fardels containing 2 ‘ graziers.’ Value in all 
£10. Subsidy 10s. 


(From) the same for 3 short ‘ Somerset’ cloths without 
grain (undyed) and 9 ‘ Nubury kerseis.’ Custom £2, 


1579. In Le Dragon de Newport of the burden of 100 
tons Richard Baker, master. From Bristol to Luxbo. 


(From) George Snigge of the City of Bristol, native 
merchant, for 1 fardel containing 2 ‘truckers.’ Value- 
£2, and 2 ‘ brecknockes,’ value £2....£4. Subsidy 4/-. 
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(From) the same for 5 short ‘Somerset’ cloths without 
gtain (undyed). Custom £1. 13s. 4d. 


(From) John Draper of the City of Bristol, native 
merchant, for 1 ton of lead containing 18 pieces. Value 
£8. Subsidy 8s. The same for 1 fardel containing 5 
short ‘Somerset’ cloths without grain (undyed). 
Custom £1, 13s. 4d. 


5 Jan. 1579-80. In Le Gyriffane de Carlion of the burden of 50 
tons, Phillipp Whitt, master. From Bristol to St. 
Lucar. From Rice Jonnes of the City of Bristoll, native 
merchant, for 3 tons of lead containing 56 pieces. Value 
£24. Subsidy... .£1-4-0. 


20 Aug. 1580. Le Dvagon de Newport of the burden of 100 
tons, whereof Rychard Baker is master. From Bristol 
to Luxbo. ‘ 


(From) Henry Gough of the City of Bristol, merchant, 
for 4 fodders of lead containing 73 pieces and 2 fardels 
containing 10 cloths. 


(From) Edward Morice of the City aforesaid, merchant, 
fodders of lead containing 180 pieces. 


(From) William Cutt of the City of Bristol, native 
merchant, for 1 fodder of lead containing 19 pieces and 
3 ‘Somerset’ cloths, 7 ‘ geasiers,’ 10 ‘ kersis.’ 


The same day. (From) George Snyg of the City of Bristol, 
merchant, for 5 ‘Somerset’ cloths, 2 ‘ truckers’ and 
2 ‘ Brekenockes.’ » 


(From) John Draper of the City aforesaid, merchant, 
for 1 fodder of lead containing 18 pieces and 1 fardel 
containing 5 ‘Somerset’ cloths. 


3 Nov. 1580. Le Dragon de Newport aforesaid to Luxbo. 


(From) Henry Gough of the City of Bristoll, for 1 ‘ terce’ 
containing 200 (lbs) of wax. 


(From) William Colston of the City aforesaid, merchant, 
for 1 ‘dry fat’ containing 50 dozen flax. 


5 Nov. 1580. Le Dvagon of Newporte aforesaid to Luxbo. 


(From) *Thomas Aldworthe of Bristoll, merchant, for 
5 packs containing 80 pieces ‘Newbery kersis’ 4 
‘truckers’ and 4 ‘Somercet’ cloths without grain 
(i.e. undyed). 


The same day. (From) Edward Morice of the City of Bristol, 
merchant, for 2 packs and 1 fardel containing 25 cloths 
10 ‘hamsher kersis’ and 1 bult containing 300 (ibs) 
of wax. 


*Mayor of Bristol 1582 and 1592, Merchant Venturer and Ship- 
owner. 
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The same day. (From) Mathew Haveland of the City aforesaid, 
merchant, for 2 fodders of lead containing 40 pieces and 
1 bult containing 300 (lbs) of wax. 


(From) Thomas Warren of the City of Bristoll, for 1 
fardel containing 3 ‘Somercet’ cloths. 


(From) William Ellis of Bristoll, merchant, for 2 fardels 
containing 10 ‘ Somerset’ cloths. 


& Nov. 1580. Le Grenne Dragon aforesaid towards Luxbo 


(From) *Robert Kytchin of the City of Bristoll, merchant, 
2 fardels containing 10 cloths and 20 ‘ Hamsher Kersis.’ 


(From) Christopher Pitt of the City aforesaid, 1 fardel 
containing 5 ‘ Somercet’ cloths. 


(From) Thomas Rowland of the City of Bristol, merchant, 
for 1 fardel containing 2 cloths and 1 ‘ truker.’ 


(From) Symon Aldworthe merchant, for 3 fardels con- 
taining 4 cloths 12 ‘ Singell baies’ 8 ‘ truckers.’ 


10 Nov. 1580. (From) Thomas Aldworthe of the City of Bristoll 
for 1 fardel containing 6 cloths 4 ‘ truckers.’ 


(From) Symon Aldworhe of the City of Bristoll, for 3 
fodders of lead. 


27 July, 1580. Le Mary Roze de Newporte of the burden of 20 
“en whereof Henry James is master. From Bristoll 
‘o Newport. 


(From) Rice Thomas of Newporte, Shoemaker, 4 dickers 
tanned hide. ~ 


10 Octr. 1583. In Le Griffown de Newport of the burden of 40 
tons, Maurice Poor, Master. From Bristoll. 


(From) Thomas Warren of the City of Bristoll, native 
merchant, for 1 fardel containing 6 ‘ truckers.’ Value 
(blank). 


3 Octr. 1594. In Le Mary Rose of Newport of the burden of 16 
tons. Thomas Williams, Master. To Newport and 
from thence to be transported in Le Whitt Beere of Hull 
of the burden of 50 tons, William Phelpes, Master. 
To Rochell. John Sandford of the City of Bristoll, 
native merchant, for two little fardels containing four 
‘ devonshire dozens,’ 4 small cloths and 3 broad cloths 
‘Overlenghes’ of the same cloths £168. 3s. 3d.- 
by me John Sandfford. 


In the Mary Rose aforesaid to Newport and from 
thence by Le Whitt Beere of Hull aforesaid. John 
Sandford of the City of Bristoll aforesaid, merchant, 
for 12 hogsheads and 4 barrels containing 50 hundred- 
weights of Rice, has paid Custom and Subsidy in Le 
Diamond of Bristoll of the burden of 50 tons. William 
Negar, Master, from Tolone 25 May last 1594, by me 
John Sandfford. 


*Sheriff of Bristol 1572. Mayor of Bristol 1588-9. Merchant 
Venturer and Shipowner. 
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Le Steven and Le Dragon (Green Dragon) beforementioned 
were owned by George Herbert, of St. Julians, who died in 
1580, His will is an interesting document, and from the 
standpoint of local history three bequests are important. 

The xxvi. day of September in the yeare of our lord god one 
thousande fyve hundred and eightie. 


I, George Herberte of the Towne of Newporte in the Countie 
of Momothe and Dioces of Landaf, beinge sicke in bodye but of 
goode and perfect remembrannce, (lawde and praise be given to 
allmighty god) doe make and ordaine this my presente Testamente 
conteyninge my laste will in manner and fourme followinge, that 
is to say, ffirst I bequeathe my soule to allmighty god my maker 
and my body to be buried Xpiam buriall. 


Item. I give and bequeathe towardes the buyldinge of the 
Bridge of Newport aforesaid the somme of XLli. whereof there is 
alreadye paide to the Comon attourneys Harrye Johnes, Rychard 
Morys and Lewis Thomas, XXli. 


Item. I give and bequeathe to Sir William Harbert of 
Sainte Julians, Knighte,...... my ship called the greene Dragon 
with all her ffurnyture and tacklynge, and Ordinannce, Shott 
and Powdr, armes and munition. 


Item. I give and bequeathe to my brother Myles Harberte, 
my Bark called the Stephen with all her ffurnyture and tackelyne. 


Item. I give to my saide brother Myles one hundred poundes 
to be paide within three monthes after my decease, and all my 
Saulte that is within my Seller at Carlyne and all my Saulte that 
is in Thomas a Bromles’ ‘ house in Newporte.’ 


No doubt the “‘ saulte’” was that which was brought from 
Rochelle in Le Steven in January and September 1580. 


The bequest of £40 for building Newport Bridge is 
significant, as proof that the old Norman structure had been 
or was to be demolished, and that Churchyard, the 
Elizabethan poet, was literally accurate in his line, 


“A right strong Bridge is there of Timber newe.”’ 


Similar bequests were made by Giles Morgan, 40/-, in his 
will dated 20 January 1569/70 and Miles Morgan, £10, in 
June 1578. 


Evidence of connection with local commerce or shipping 
by the Morgan Family in Tudor times is rather indefinite. 
There is no record that they possessed any vessels at this 
period, but there is a strong presumption that they had an 
interest in Le Griffine de Caerleon and Le Griffown de 
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Newport, for the Griffon occupied the first quartering on 
their coat of arms. Two members, however, will always be 
remembered for their association with the sea—Sir Henry 
Morgan, Lieut. Governor of Jamaica, commonly called 
‘“ The Bucaneer,”’ and, in lesser degree, Miles Morgan, who, 
in 1578, accompanied Sir Humphrey Gilbert on his ill-fated 
expedition across the Atlantic, ‘“‘for the inhabiting and 
planting of our people in America.” 


When Sir Humphrey Gilbert left Plymouth with his seven 
vessels, ‘‘ Myles Morgayne of Tredegar in the countye of 
Munmot, Esquier, Capitayne,” was in command of the 
Red Lyon, a tall ship, of 110 tons burthen, the third largest 
in the fleet, and with ordnance consisting of ‘‘ caste peces 
XII. doble bases* VI.” An heraldic Red Lion was Miles 
Morgan’s principal armorial bearing. The ship’s company 
of ‘‘ gentlemen, soligiars and mariners’? numbered 53, 
probably from Newport and Caerleon, for it included Anthony 
Robin, Master, Rise Sparowe his mate, and George Harberte 
gente. Miles Morgan went down with his ship when she 
foundered in 1578, the disaster being ‘‘ presumably occasioned 
by tempest.” 


There is an indication that Miles Morgan was interested in 
foreign trade for in his will dated June 1578 amongst the 
debts to be paid by him is this item—‘‘ To Harry Morgan, 
the ‘Custom.’”’ (see page 14). 

Of traffic coastwise there is abundant evidence as official 
records show :— 

Book of Customers’ entries May to Michaelmas 1586. 


Date Vessel Master Whence Merchant Cargo 
8 May The Rose Harry Newport Morgan 3 dickers 
of 


Jones to Jones of tanned 
Newport Bristoll leather 
(16 tons) 

17 June The Nicholas London Alexander 300 qtrs 
Dyamond Everye to Everye rice 
of Poole Newport 1 last 
(80 tons) | pitch and 
tar 


* A’ base was a brass cannon weighing 200 lbs. 
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Book of Customer’s and Controller’s entries in the port of 
Milford, Michaelmas 1586 to Michaelmas 1587. 


11 Feby Le Walter Teneby John 80 qtrs rye 
Elizabeth Hooper to Engelberd 
de Teneby Newport, of the 
(14 tons) Mon. parish of~ 
St. Magnus 
in London 
rR eee SY SF William do. do. oN erro a 
Trinity Young 
de Teneby 
(8 tons) 
ZA. 55 do. do. do. do. AG” eas 
24. aha Walter do. do. 604555: 
Elizabeth Hooper 
de Teneby 


In ‘“‘ The Worthines of Wales” published in 1587, Thomas- 
Churchyard, the Elizabethan poet, describes Newport in 
original style and iambic pentameters. 


As upward hye, aloft to Mountaine top 
This Market towne is buylt in healthfull sort : 
So downeward loe is many a Marchants shop 
And many sayle to Bristowe from that Port. 


The truth of the last line is seen in the records already 
given and will be fully confirmed by those which follow. 


From a maritime standpoint Newport was increasing in 
importance. When ‘a return of shipping was compiled 
during the reign of Elizabeth, Newport possessed two vessels 
of 100 tons burthen. Bristol had eight vessels exceeding 
100 tons. None of the other ports or subports in the Channel 
could boast of such shipping. Under the classification of 
““Topmen”’ less than 100 tons (i.e. “‘ a shipp with a top to 
its mast’), Bristol owned eight, Newport six, Swansea six 
and Cardiff two. The vessels belonging to Newport at this 
period were the 

Green Dragon 100 tons Richard Baker, Master 
White Eagle 100°; William Peche, 7s 


Griffand AO ., Warren Poor, is 
Lyon 40 ,, Thomas White, 5 
Black Lyon 34 (C, John Cotton, 5 
Steven BOs es Reinaldus Sherman, ,, 
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Samuell 30 tons John Smythe, Master 
Mary Rose 26s a; John Phillips, ” 


The smaller vessels, not exceeding 20 tons, included the 
Angell, Barthewe, George, Hare, Swallowe, Xpian, and Cock 
in addition to those previously mentioned. 


In 1578 a special commission met at Newport to determine 
the havens and creeks of the county of Monmouth and 
appoint deputies, and they reported in the following terms :— 


. Right Honourable, owre humble duties remembered, pleaseth 
yt the same to be advertysed that we have receavyd the Quenes 
Majesties most honorable comyssyon under her Highness’ great 
seal of England to us directed, together with certen artycles of 
instrucions signed with the handes of syx of her graces most 
honorable privye cownsayle, to us prescrybed for the better 
execucion of the sayd comyssyon. ‘ 


And shortely after the receypte thereof we assembled our- 
selves at the towne of Newporte in the countye of Monmothe 
being one of the haven townes or portes withyn the sayd countye, 
and there conferred together for the spedye and dewe execucion 
of the sayd comyssyon and instruccions, and thereuppon we, 
accordynge to the tenore of the same comyssyon and instruccions, 

_ have by vertue thereof chosen and appoynted as owre deputyes 
__ in everye of the havens, creekes and landinge places withyn the 
said countye suche and so many persons as we have thoughte 
meete and indyfferente for that purpose and have sworen and 
charged everye one of these owre deputyes truelie and dulye to 
execute theyre charges in that behalfe accordynge to the sayd 
comyssyon and instruccions. And have appoynted them a daye 
and place shortlye to appeare before us to the ende we maye 
then understand howe they have performed theyr charge to 
them comytted ; the names of which deputyes together with the 
full number of all the havens, creekes and landynge places withyn 
the said countye with theyr proper names we doe sende unto 
your Honors in a cedule herein inclosed, advertisynge the same 
that at this presente we have nothinge of owre owne knowledge, 
meyther by the declaracion or informacion of anye of owre sayd 
deputyes touchinge any offence or mysdeamors mensyoned in 
the said comyssyon and instruccions worthye to sygnifye your 
Honors, and hereafter we shall from tyme to tyme endevor our 
selffes for owre servyce and dylygence therein to be don to the 
uttermoste of owre powers accordynge to owre most bounden 
dutye, beseakinge your Honors to accept these owre doings at 
this time in good parte. And thus restinge always at your Honors 
comaundmente we comytte the same to the tuysson of Almighty 
God. 
Ffrom Newporte the VIII. daie of February 1578. 
Your Honors to comaunde, 


Thomas Harbart, Rowland Morgane, William Morgane. 
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The havens are as under :— 


Rompney haven or creek. 

Peterstone creek called the great Goulte. 

Westhowcke creeke. 

Ebothy creeke or pyll. 

Newport. 

Chepstow. 

Caldycott, Sudbrooke, Collystreeis creeks or pylls. 

Matharne, Saynt Peare, and Pull Meirck is creeks or 
pylls. 

Aberwaythelles creek or pyll. 

Gouldclyff creek. 

Easterlyhowcke creek. 

Traston and Cyllam Howes creek. 

Jenkyn Lewys and Wentlandes creek. 


Th 


o 


deputies appointed to Newport were :— 


Roger Williams, Maior there. 
Morgan Griffith. 

Lewis Thomas. 

William Phillip. 

William Williams. 

John ap Morgan. 


At this period the Customs accounts at Newport and 
Caerleon were controlled by 


*Henry Morgan, General Customer and Collector of 
the port of Cardiffe. 

David Roberts, Comptroller. 

William Wood, > 

John Millom, 4 

Edward Jordan, “a 


David Roberts was accused of ‘‘ receyving the Pyratts 
and theyr spoyles.”’ 


* See page 11 
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John Millom was, 


““for sundrie fowle and notorious misdemeanours and 
offences against him founde in the Starr Chamber not onelie 
fynd in two hundred pound to her Ma...tie, But also 
ffurther censured by the 11 (law) to the Pillorie with other 
imprisonment according to the quallitie of his offences, Besides 
Gispossessed! Of is: “aaid: “ Office:55- 4 ah sss coe eies eset ae ci 


““ The said Myllom appeared in the said outrage and Riotts 
complayned of...... to be a very great and chief offender, for 
the wch he was by sentence of this Courte 12 May adjudged to 
the pryson of the ffleete, To paie CCli for a fyne to her Majestie 
and to be sett twyce uppon the Pyllory, once at the open Sessions 
or Assizes and another tyme uppon a m’kett day at the towne 
of Cardiffe.” 


Edward Jordan resisted a claim by the Dowager Countess 
of Pembroke to certain Barbary hides (398) seized in the 
port of Cardiffe. It appeared that she claimed the hides as 
escheat to the Lordship of Cardiff Castle. Jordan suffered 
seriously in his contest with the Castle for the Countess 
ordered and procured his incarceration in the Town Prison. 


CHAPTER II. 


IN THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY. 


The importance of the Usk as a great highway for the 
waterborne traffic of Monmouthshire and the counties 
bordering thereon, was receiving increasing recognition. 
Caerleon was the centre of receipt and distribution through 
which the mineral wealth and products of the pastures and 
cornlands of Wales and the middle west of England were 
exchanged for the goods and merchandise of Bristol. 

An insight of the trade and industry of Uskside is furnished 
by the shipping statistics. Here are records typical of the 
commerce through the century. 

The Book of Surveyor’s entries in the port of Cardiff of all 
goods and merchandise betwixt port and port during the 
year ended Michaelmas 1600 -— 


Date Vessel Outwards Cargo 

1599 

8th Octr. The Josephe Bristol 60 kilderkins of butter 
of Carlion (provision for Ireland) 

23rd Decr. do. do. 100 bushels of wheat 


(provision for Ireland) 
20 kilderkins of butter 
(provision for Ireland) 


2nd Jany. do. do. 100 kilderkins of butter 
(provision for Ireland) 
7th Feby. The Marie do. 100 kilderkins of butter 
Rose 
of Newporte 
25th Feby The Dolphin do. 250 bushels of wool 
of Carlion 
12th May The Josephe do. 100 bushels of oats 
of Carlion 120 bushels of oatmeal 
16th June do. do. 100 bushels of wheat 


(provision for Ireland) 
70 kilderkins of butter 
(provision for Ireland) 
20 bushels of oatmeal 

(provision for Ireland) 


Ist July 


6th July 


8th July 


11th July 


17th July 


5th Augt 


13th Augt 


19th Augt 


27th Augt 
15th Septr 


22nd Sept 
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The Josephe 
of Carlion 


The 
Margarett 
of Carlion 


The Josephe 
of Carlion 


The Marie 
Rose 
of Newporte 


The Josephe 
of Carlion 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 
do. 


do. 


Bristol 120 kilderkins of butter 
(provision for Ireland) 


100 bushels of peas 
(provision for Ireland) 


30 bushels of wheat 
(provision for Ireland) 


do. 50 kilderkins of butter 
(provision for Ireland) 


do. 140 kilderkins of butter 
(provision for Ireland) 
120 kilderkins of butter 
(provision for Ireland) 


do. 15 kilderkins of butter 
(provision for Ireland) 


do. 100 bushels of wheat 
(provision for Ireland) 


80 kilderkins of butter 
(provision for Ireland) 


do. 24 bushels of wheat 
(provision for Ireland) 


130 kilderkins of butter 
(provision for Ireland) 


do. 140 kilderkins of butter 
(provision for Ireland) 


60 bushels of wheat 
(provision for Ireland) 


do. 70 kilderkins of butter 
(provision for Ireland) 


7 hundredweight of cheese 
(provision for Ireland) 


do. 180 kilderkins of butter 
(provision for Ireland) 


do. 50 kilderkins of butter 
(provision for Ireland) 


do. 180 kilderkins of butter 
(provision for Ireland) 


From the Book of Controller’s entries for the year ending 
Michaelmas 1602 :— 


Date Vessel Master 


8th Nov Le John 
Speedwell Everet 
de 


Newporte 
(30 tons) 


Whence Merchant Cargo 


Croiswicke John 10 tons salt 
to Howel 
Cardiff 
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2lstApl Le William Newport John 10 qtrs 
Elizabeth Hill to Jones oaten malt 
de Dublin 10 qtrs 
Bristol beans 
(24 tons) 12 qtrs 

oats 

llth Aug Le William do. Milo 3 pairs of 
Roebuck Swanley Jones millstones 
de Bristol 


From the Book of Surveyor’s entries for the same period :— 


8th Aug The John Newport Thomas _ 6 tons 
Speedwell Everet to Fisher Welsh iron 
ot Beaumaris 6 pairs of 
Newporte millstones 
(30 tons) . 
20th The Roger Newport Richard 16 tons 
Feb. Jonas Thomas to Hanbury Welsh iron 
of Bridg- 
Newporte water 
(18 tons) 
20th do. do. do. do. 12tons 
Apl. Welsh iron 
1st June do. do. do. do. 15 tons 
Welsh iron 
5th Aug do. do. do. do. 16 tons 
Welsh iron 


Richard Hanbury, the merchant abovementioned, was a 
goldsmith in the City of London, and in 1565 he succeeded 
at Pontypool a family named Grant who were the first 
ironmasters there. 


In State Papers Dom. Jas. 1., Vol. 108, No. 79 (26th April 
1619), there is a record that ‘‘ Henry Morgan Esquier, the 
Vice Admirall, had lately by his severall Ires (letters) required 
us not to charge divers well landed men with lande service 
as they were before wonte to be charged being well able, in 
respect they are owners of boates trading betweene Carlion 
and Bristow, whereby our number in land service is somewhat 
weakened.” This, in addition to the statistics already given, 
furnishes a clear indication that Caerleon was a terminal 
point in an extensive cross channel traffic. The “‘ boates,” 
however, were not of large tonnage, for in 1626, when Charles 
I. demanded from the port of Cardiff a thirty ton barque or 
pinnace with crew and provisions, reply was sent that the 
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only ships (five) belonging to the port which reached that 
standard had been captured by pirates of Sallee*, and 
further, within the port and creeks thereto belonging, were 
only a few passing boats of twenty or twenty three tons for 
the carriage of cattle and sheep and for trading into England. 
History does not record the fate of the Dragon (100 tons), 
the White Eagle (100 tons) the Gviffine (50 tons) and the 
other ‘‘ Topmen’”’ of Newport. It may have been at the 
hands of the pirates, or in battle against the Armada. 


There are records concerning the imposition of Ship-Money 
in Monmouthshire. In 1635 the tax on Newport was £23. 


A year later, 


James Williams, Mayor of Newport, desires that he may not 
be pressed for £29 9s. 9d. ship money, for three weeks, St. James’ 
Fair having hindered him. 


This arrear was not an isolated instance, for in 1638 the 
son of the Sheriff of Monmouthshire reported— 


my father....has gathered all that belongs to him, the rest 
lies upon the Mayor (of Newport) who puts off my father with 
delays. 


In 1639 the plague ‘‘ was very hot in divers parts of the 
county, as Caerleon....so that they durst not venture to 
rate or gather the moneys there.” 


The exportation of Welsh butter from Caerleon and 
Newport to France was a regular feature in the commerce 
of the Usk, the produce being conveyed by market boat 
to Bristol for transhipment, as witness the following 
entries :— 


June 4th 1627. In the Guift of Carlion, William Jones, Master, 
24 kilderkins of Welch butter to be put aboard the 
Campson of Horne, Lawrence Johnson, Master, for 
Rochelle. 


*Piracy was very prevalent in the early part of the seventeenth 
century. In 1613-14 four ‘‘ ships of war”’ were fitted out in Bristol to 
protect trade. Later; H.M.S. Phoenix was sent into the Channel, but 
on her departure the pirates reappeared. In 1636 four Turkish ships 
entered the Bristol Channel and captured twenty vessels. 


jLiverpool was assessed at £25 and Bristol! £800. 
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June 5th 1627. In the Marvy Rose of Newporte (20) John Jones, 
Master, 20 kilderkins of butter to be put aboard the 
Campson of Horne for Rochelle; Richard Vickers, 
Merchant. 


Augt 20th 1627. In the Mary Rose of Newporte, John Jones, 
Master. 40 kilderkins of butter to be put aboard the 
Griffin of Aucuson, Peter Rosson, Master, and Bryan 
firy Merchant. 


Augt 31st 1629. In the Jonas of Newporte, Walter Thomas, 
Master. 50 kilderkins of butter to be putt aboard the 
Success of London, bur 150 tons, Ruben Broad Master, 
Richard Perkins merchant, for Bordeaux. 


Augt 10th 1634. Inthe Mary Rose of Newporte, Walter Thomas, 
Master. Robert Yeomans, merchant, 160 kilderkins 
of butter to be put aboard the Mayflower of Bristoll 
for France. 


The records of the Piepowder Court at Bristol contain 


occasional entries respecting charges for murrage and keelage 
on shipping from the Usk, thus :— 


Since May xx/th 1627 Customs and other duties received 
for the Court held for the Pentecost faire :— 


The entry of the Mary Rose of Newport, Reece Watkins pha 
the said Reece brought in nothing................ Omer 0 8 


Entries for the vessells for the Whitsun Weeke 1656. 


27 May 1656. The barque called the Gwuift of Carlion, Lewis 
David, Master, burthen about 20 tonns, loaden as 
followeth :— 

6 tonns of ironn. 
15 packes of ffriche (frieze). 
300 weight of mettle. 


28 May 1656. The Mary Rose of Newport, burthen 20 tons. 
William Taylor, master, loaden :— 
15 tonns of iron. 
5 kinterkins of butter. 
a Dicker of tanned hides, 
3 doz of raw calve skins. 


The Court holden on Thursday the 3rd of Anno 1658, 9 of 
the clocke, forenoone :— 


The barque called the Mary of Carlyon, burthen 18 tons, Master, 
William Watkins, laden as followeth (to witt). 
7 tons and 300 of iron. paid 3/6d. 
6 packes of ffryches. 
300lbs of wooll. 
30 bushels of oatmeale. 
8 kinterkins and 8 firkins of butter. 
100 £ in money. 
paid for entry of the barque. 2/4d. 
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At the Court of Pypowder beginning on Satterday in the 
Eve of Pentecost, 17th May 1673. 


*Steward, Robert Aldworth Esqr. 


The shipp St. Barb of Newporte from Boardeaux, merchant 
laden with French Wines burthen 45 tonns or thereabouts. 


The Ann and Mary of Nupt, William Taylor, Master, with 


28 barrells butter @ 4d per barrell.............. Ome 4 
4 duzzen calveskins @ 2d per duz.............. OR erue 8 
10 quarters wheat, @ 4d p.qtri. <2. osc o se cone Ona’ 10 5} 
Fo HIPIGHEDL LGLUEE tc Gartoiion ee tis cin pieis Was lale. cieie-oiens OP 74 
SSOIARED Tarctstmistes weve larcatale crete ais sielsl ates Ora/siaiorrtiete Oy sn0 

0! elt 8} 


The Controller’s entries for 1635 contain instances showing 
that the law of Henry V. prohibiting the charge of vessels 
at small ports was not strictly observed, as is clear by the 
particulars for Newport given hereunder :— 


26th December 1635. In the Mary Rose of Newporte, John 
Morse, Master, 100 kilderkins of Welch butter to be put 
aboard the + Charles of Bristoll, bur 250 tons, Nicholas 
Gattenbie, Master for Lyshborne (Lisbon). 
100 kilderkins more were entered outwards but not 
laden. Subsidy£05 . 00s. . OOd. 


28th December 1635. In the same bote and shipp 
60 kilderkins of Welch butter, Thomas Hothwane, 
merchant for Lyshborne. Subsidy £03. 00s. . 00d. 


1st February 1635. In the same bote and shipp 
39 kilderkins and 6 firkins of butter, Richard Williams 
Merchant, for Lyshborne. Subsidy £02 . 00s. . 00d. 


Ist February 1635. In the Mary 
20 quarters of ffrench barley. 
4 quarters of ffrench rye. 
to be shipped aboard the Sister of Bristoll, bur 120 
tons for {Cales. 
This was not exported, nor anythinge were for the same. 
Subsidy £00 . 00s. . 00d. 


18th July 1636. In the Jonas of Newport, John Morse, Master, 
200 kilderkins of butter to be putt aboard the David of 
Bristoll, bur 250 tons, John Holson, Master, Henry 
Leman, Agent for the Pattentees and Company, 
Merchant, for Rochelle. Subsidy..£12 . O0s. . 00d. 


20th July 1636. In the same bote and shipp :— 
190 kilderkins of butter for Rochelle. 


*Sheriff of Bristol 1596. Mayor of Bristol 1609. Three times 
Master of the Merchant Venturers. 


+The Charles was a Bristol privateer mounting 30 guns. 
$Cadiz. 
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And again, 
Rects at Caerleon from 29 Jan 1652 exclu to 26 day of 
ffebr inclusive as underwritten :— 


Caerleon outwards:— £ Ce ral 
00.17.00 Subsidy. 
00.03.00 15 percent. 
00.01.00 Algier Duty. 


The Algiers duty was five per cent. ad valorem levied on 
all exports and imports in excess of the duty collected as 
Tonnage and Poundage. It was imposed in 1640 by Charles 
I. for the redemption of captives of Algerine and Barbary 
pirates, who roved the high seas and, amongst other places, 
infested the Bristol Channel during the reign of Elizabeth. 


The duty was collected by Customs officials at the various 
ports and transmitted to the Chamberlain of the City of 
London. 


The titling of the old port books reads strange in these 
days. When issued for use each book consisted of a certain 
number of blank sheets of parchment loosely bound with 
string ; and on the front the Comptroller made an endorse- 
ment in fine Roman script in these, or similar terms :— 


Portus Cardiffe :— 

A Blancke Book conteyninge sixe leaves for the Comptroller’s. 
entries within the porte and creekes of the said porte of all goods 
and merchandizes goinge out of and coming into the same port 
by way of merchandize from the feast of the Nativitie of our 
Lord God Anno Undecimo Regis nunc Caroli untill the same 
feast next following, that it is to say by the space of one whole 
year. 


An excellent conception of cargo ‘‘inwards,’” and, 
incidentally, of the trade and industry of Newport and 
district, is provided by the record of cocketts from 25th March 
to the 29th September 1656 contained in a small paper 
covered book consisting of 20 leaves of which 3} are devoted 
to Cardiffe, 3 to Newport, 3} to Caerleon and 2 to Chepstow, 
the remainder being blank. The cover bears the endorse- 
ment :— 


I, John Byrd Collector of the Customes in the Port of Cardiffe 
and Members thereof doe sweare that these fower bookes annexed 
together doe conteyne the Accompt of all goods and merchandize 
wch have been imported into the said Port and members thereof 
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from other Ports within the Comonwealth of Englande by 
Port or Coast Cocketts and Certifficatts for the 25th Daye of 
Mch to the 29th Daye of September 1656, part whereof I recd 
myselfe, the rest are as I receaved them from other officers employed 
in the affaires of the Customes in the said Port and members, and 
that there hath not beene any more goods or merchandizes 
imported into the said Port nor members thereof from other Ports 
wthyn the Comonwealth of Englande by Port or Coast Cockett 
wthyn the tyme aforesaid than what is expressed in those books 
to the best of my skill and knowledge, soe helpe mee God. 


Jno Byrd, Collector. 


The relative importance of Caerleon will be realised by 
comparison of the coastwise (practically Bristol) traffic with 
that of Newport. From the quantities of tobacco, flax, 
hemp and tow, and ‘‘ mault,” it is safe to hazard an opinion 
that in or near Caerleon were at least one tobacco manu- 
factory, a rope ‘‘ walk,’ many hostelries noted for their 
“home brewed” ale which was as strong as brandy, and 
flourishing shops selling grocery, haberdashery and iron- 
mongery, and that Caerleon was a distributing centre which 
excited the envy and admiration of Cardiff, Newport, 
Chepstow, and the surrounding townships. 


Details of the vessels and their cargoes are given in 
Appendix I., and not the least interesting feature is the old 
English terms, frequently used in describing the various 
packages, e.g. a “‘ fardell”’ of knyves, a “‘ runlett ” of wyne, 
a “‘trusse”’ of lynnen, and a “ dicker”’ of leather. 


During this period nearly all foreign trade with the west 
of England was captured by Bristol. So far as South Wales 
ports were concerned, Swansea was the busiest; but 
occasionally, a vessel for or from foreign came up the Usk, 
thus, 

October 20th. 1634. The Margret of Queensferry, bur 200 tons,. 


John Allen, Master, John Tomlinson, merchant, shipped 
at Newport 47 kilderkins of butter for France ; 


June 25th. 1662. At Newport. The Trynity of Croiswick, bur 
20 tons, Peeter Alno, Master ; 


and in a report dated Newport 20th September, 1648, the 
Collector states ‘‘ the tobacco ships of Bristol being home- 
ward bound discharged part of their ladings at Newport.” 
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The successors of Le Steven and Le Griffine appear in 
1686 in the Tvedegay of Newport, and the Endeavour of 
Caerleon. The Customs records include a_ book titled 
“Portus Cardiffe January Ist 1685. A Booke for Masters 
of Shipps Reports Inwards,’’ and amongst the entries are 
the following .— 


April ye 29th 1686. Richard Cupitt enters the Tyredegar of 
Newport, burden 24ttn, Master and company English, 
ab St Martins, reporteth and maketh of the said vessell 
and all the goods wares and merchandise tooke on 
boarde at the said port of St Martins or elsewhere, 

One tonn of ffrench wine, 

foure h’hds of brandy, 

eleaven wey and half of ffrench salt. 
Richard Cupitt. 


May ye 26th, 1686. Charles Voyle enters the Owners Endeavour 
of Carlion burden 30 ttn master and company English‘ 
ab Avry, reporteth and maketh of the said shipp and all 
the goods, wares and merchandise he took on board in 
the said port of Avry or elsewhere. 

twenty wey of ffrench salt. 
six h’hds of ffrench wine. 
Charles Voyle. 


August ye 14th. 1686. Richard Cupitt enters the Tvedegar of 
Newport (as above) ab— 
twelve wey of ffrench salt. 
Richard Cupitt. 


Feby ye Ist 1686. Richard Cupitt enters the Owners Endeavour 
(as above) ab Avry, 
one tonn ffrench wyne. 
twenty wey of ffrench salt. 
Richard Cupitt. 


May ye 4th 1687. Richard Cupitt enters the Owners Endeavour 
(as above) ab Avry. 
one tonn of ffrench wine unfilld. 
twenty foure wey of ffrench salt. 
Richard Cupitt. 


Aug ye 3rd 1687. Jonathan Greenfield enters the Swallow of 
Newport, burden 20 ttn English built and owners, Master 
and company English, ab St Martins, etc. 

twenty foure weys of ffrench salt, 
one chest cont two hundred drinking 
glasses. 
Jonathan Greenfield. 


Aug ye 9th 1687. Richard Cupitt enters the Owners Endeavour 
(as above) ab Avry, 
twentysix wey of ffrench salt. 
Richard Cupitt. 
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jJany ye 9th 1687-8. Jonathan Greenfield enters the Tredegar 
of Newport ab St. Martins, 
twenty wey of ffrench salt, 
two tonn and halfe of ffrench wine unfilld. 
Owners names: John Morgan. 
Jonathan Greenfield. 


May ye 25th 1688. Richard Cupitt enters the Owners Endeavour 
of Carlion (as above) ab Croiswicke, 
twenty foure wey. of ffrench salt. 
Richard Cupitt. 


The chronicles of the century conclude with extracts 
from State Papers, 


26 October 1670. Part of the hull of a Dutch ship about 500 tons 
has been put ashore near Newport in Monmouthshire, 
through the storms. 


30 December 1675. A considerable vessel was cast away betwixt 

Newport and Bristol, laden with logwood, elephant’s 

‘ teeth, etc and 14 men drowned. Some say they were 
from Guinea, some from Jamaica, bound for London. 


12 July 1681. Secretary Jenkins, to the Mayor of Newport, 
Monmouth, returns His Majesty’s thanks to him and all 
his Corporation for their address. 


CHAPTER III. 


JOHN BYRD OF CAERLEON. 


On a feeder of the Afon Llwyd at Caerleon is an old mill 
which is mentioned in the Charter of 1201, 22 Apr. 2 John, 
by which the King granted to the Church of St. Mary of 
‘Becco,” and St. Mary Magdalene of Goldcliva, the tithes 
of the mill and orchard of Karliun and a fishery in the waters 
of the Usca at Karliun. In the house attached to the mill 
there lived, in the time of Charles I., John Byrd, a man of 
substance, who, in addition to working the mill, occupied a 
dairy farm in the parish of ‘‘ St. Woolloos ”” and, from 1635 
to 1662, except for an interval, filled the office of Collector 
of Customs for the port of Cardiff, which, on his appointment, 
included Swansea, Newport, Chepstow, and a coastline 
extending from Worms Head to the mouth of the Wye. 


In order to perform his duties promptly he kept two 
geldings, and, judging by his correspondence, he spared 
neither himself nor his horses in serving the State. He had 
a somewhat chequered career. As Collector of Customs he 
was viewed with disfavour by that section of the population 
(a very large one) in South Wales intimately associated with 
smugglers and smuggling. He was wounded, his cattle 
were stolen by ‘‘ papists in arms” and he could obtain no 
redress ; his loyalty to the State caused him to serve King 
and Commonwealth, so that at the Restoration he was 
accused of treason, and eventually was superseded. 


John Byrd probably owed his preferment in the Customs 
to the good offices of his friend Sir John Trevor, a high 
official of State, for on the 22 February, 1647, he addressed 
this letter to him :— 
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Sir John Trevor 


I make boulde to acquaint you yt I have a letter from one 
Lyster Rogers who writeth unto me that Mr. Hodges one of the 
Honourable Committee for the Navy and Customs promised to 
settle him in my place at Swansey, pretendinge yt place to be 
vacant, for yt one Richard Symons (a man whom I employed to 
offitiatt for me in my absence) is dead : now my humble suite to 
you is that you will be pleased once more to acquainte the 
Honourable Committee of my suffrings for my affection to the 
Parliament (my Ptifficatt thereof nowe remayneth with Mr. 
Collum). Allsoe I desire you will be pleased to acquainte the 
Committee that Swansey is a member of Cardiff and that Richard 
Symons was only employed by me to offitiatt for me in my 


absence. ‘ 


Occasionally John Byrd performed a private and confi- 
dential service for Sir John Trevor, to whom he writes :— 


Carlion 26 April 1648. To Sir John Trevor, Right Worshippful 
My humble Duty and service to you and your good lady and deere 
children remembred with him, and harty thanks for the 
contynnuance of your favors towards mee........ I have beene 
often in the Company of the gente of whome you wrote and 
allways observed him to bee free from drinke and I cannot finde 
or heare that hee is inclyned to that or any other vice. I have 
enquired after his estate of which some affirme £1000 p Ann, 
some saye more, but the least report is £800 p Ann: he hath faire 
houseings, greate parte of his estate lyeing rounde about it, beinge 
very good grounde, and very well woodded with other convenyences. 
Indeed Sir it is a desirable seate : and I cannot heare of any debts 
on this youth or on his estate, and I am informed that his sister 
and his brothers are provided for by redy money left them by 
theyr parents: parte of this youth’s estate lyeth about Porbery 
in Som’settshire, and parte in the fforest of Dene: but St. Peere 
his principall seate lyeth near Chepstow in this county of 
Monmouth. 

And the youth is descended from auntient and worthy 
families. If you please to have me make further progresse in 
this business please to send me your further order the which shall 
be carefully observed by 


Your worshipps humble servante. J.B. 


For his service to the State, John Byrd received as Collector 
£30 per annum and “ rydeinge charges,”’ and £10 per annum 
as Comptroller. In the various subports there were deputies, 
and at Newport Mr. Jo. Plumley served in this respect for 
the Collector and Comptroller whilst Mr. John Rosser was 
the Surveyor’s deputy. The salary of the officers was small 
and frequently in arrear, so that their resources were derived 
mainly from the fees charged to ship owners and merchants. 
The resentment against Parliament can be imagined when, 
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by law promulgated in 1648, the fees were abolished. From 
Caerleon the Collector wrote on 3ist January 1649 :— 


Mr. Herbert and true freinde. Sir by this Acte the Officers 
of the Custom may not after this daye receave any ffee for Cockitt, 
Bill or Ptifficatt, of any merchant, but they shall have theyr 
sallaryes augmented accord to the paynes to bee taken in their 
severall places. I am confident that twice the Customs which 
shall hereafter bee receaved in Wales will not paie the Officers 
and theyr deputies sallaries, which of necessity must bee employed 
in the service of the Customs for the extente of the Welsh ports, 
beinge soe large and the number of the members and creekes 
(where wee have deputies) soe many, and the excise (uppon the 
matter) nowe settled in all our ports, our rects will bee very little, 
yet the charge very great, and if the ffees which merchants did 
usually paie be taken away the charge must needes fal on the 
State. Last night I sawe this Acte and this daye would have 
sent a messenger to all the Ports within our charge to stopp the 
rect of ffees from the merchants, but our freindes advize the 
contrary till I should heare from you: wherefore I desier you to 
confer with the Commissioners to knowe what must bee donne 
herein and if they please or that you find it convenyent for mee 
to come up to London, I pray write mee word and I will hasten 
away: allsoe pray write mee at large what must be donne and 
that with the first post or other convenyent messenger, which 
shall bee carefully put in execution 

by J.B. 


Some idea of the Customs revenue collected in South 
Wales is given by the following account furnished by the 
Collector on the 22 October 1648 to Mr. George Charnock 
at the Custom House, London :— 


Sir. Please to take notice that ye Custom inwards and 
outwards received in our Port of Cardiffe and members amounted 
to £226 : 17 : 3} in the quarter to Michaelmas 1648, the Algier 
Duty thereon beinge £11 : 6 : 10} with £14 formlie in my hande. 
I have sent to Mr. John Lock in Bristol whoe (I understande by 
Mr. Ed. Herbert our Customer) hath orders from you to receave 
the same. I desier you please to write mee word of the rect 
hereof with your order to contynnue this course for the future 
which, God permittinge, shall bee carefully performed, 

jJ-B 


SNe ch Space 
174 : 14 : 02} Customs inwards in the quarter to 
Michaelmas 1648 
052 : 03 : 002 Custom outwards the same quarter. 


Sheen Gs 
iE. + 006) :. 105 Algier Duty on this Custom. 
14. 2 0022-00 formlie in my hande. 


25: 06 = 103 which I sent to Mr. Lock by Wm. Meredith. 
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Asa rule the quarterly books of Customers and Comptrollers 
Entries with Cocketts and Certifficatts were sent to London 
by carrier from Monmouth, and generally under the care of 
William Byrd, the Collector’s cousin. The journey was long 
and tedious, and so great was the danger from highwaymen 
that revenue was never transmitted direct to the Head 
Office, but sent by one of the market boats to Bristol. Here 
is a typical letter from John Byrd to his cousin William :— 


Carlion. 19 August 1649. Coz. William. I pray please to 
call to Mr. ffoxe for the quarter bookes which I sent him by you 
last, and I desier that you please to deliver my quarter booke to Mr. 
James Russel at the signe of the Golden Fleece in Wattling Streete 
near Antholyn’s Church and take a rect for it and I thinke hee 
will paie the ffee which Mr. Thornebury (The Accomptant) was 
wont to paie. Pray convey my true love to Mr. ffoxe, and to 
Mr. Thornebury, and allsoe to honest Mr. Hugh Lloyd. 


j.B. 


That John Byrd was a keen revenue officer is proved by 
a note in his diary, dated 23 January 1650 at Caerleon :— 


Wrote to Arthur Spencer to paie the Custom due on ten 
horses to Capt. ffoxe, and wrote to Capt. ffoxe to demaunde it by 
that he enclosed to him, and if hee did not paie it on demaunde, 
to cause him to be arrested. 


Not infrequently his letters ended with invitation to 


refreshment, as for instance 


I pray present 7 shillings for Mr. Sansom (Solicitor) Mr. 
Parsons, Mr. Sloeley and honest Thomas Seymoure to drinke a 
morneinge drafte the which I pray charge to my account. 


And again 


I pray present the inclosed to Mr. Sansom with remembrance 
of my humble service and please to bestow a breakfast or dynner 
on him with Mr. Parsons, Mr. Seymoure and the messenger at 
the Custom House. 


Also 


Present Mr. Sansom, Mr. Parsons, Mr. Seymoure, Mr. Sankey 
and Mr. Sloeley with a kupp of wyne or a breakfast and do not 
bee spareinge therein. 


Official correspondence of the twentieth century contains 
nothing comparable to these hospitable greetings. 


John Byrd’s precedent is now but a fragrant memory. 
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Economy was just as great a problem in the days of the 
Commonwealth as it is at present. In a report to the 
Commissioners of Customs, under date 4th March 1649, the 
Collector states :— 


Right Worshipful Sirs. I pray please to take notice that I 
received a letter from Mr. Sansom date the 26 of ffebr last by 
which I finde you take notice of the great charge and little rect 
in our Ports, the which in my judgment cannot be helped for most 
of the ports within my charge must have one Officer or more in 
them, more for prevention of fraude than for receipt, the greatest 
parte of our trade beinge only from Port to Port. I make boulde 
humbly to assent unto you the state of our Port and members 
thereof, with howe many Officers I conceave may be necessary 
(with your worshipps approbation) to acte in each of them. In 

® Cardiff and Swansey a Collector, Cherq, and Searveyor, for that 
in these two ports will be the most of our rect. In Neath a Collr 
and Cherq to make bonds, confirme Cocketts and Ptifficatts ; 
there beinge in that port more trade by Port Cockett than in any 
three places within my charge: Newport and Chepstow a Collr 
and Cherq in each: I resideinge at Carlion for the most parte 
where is far more trade than in Newport doe acte there by my 
selfe and servants: yet I spend much tyme at Cardiffe and some 
tymes at Swansey and elsewhere, when I hear of the arrival of 
any shippinge: Burry, Newton, Aberthaw, Barry, Sully and 
Pennarth, a waiter to prevent fraude in each of them for if any 
one Port be neglected it will soone be founde out by the mts 
(merchants) to the prejudice of the Comonwealth, all of which 
I desier may be taken into consideration whereby that the Officers 
and theyr deputyes may be enabled to performe theyr several! 
dutyes herein. 

Thus not haveinge else to trouble you with at present I 
humbly take leave and rest. 

J.B: 


In appealing to the Commissioners that the cost of his 
deputies might not be a charge on his salary, he writes from 
Carlion on ist ffebr 1649/50 :— 


WeOee I formerly lost my employment and all my personal] 
estate and was most dangerously wounded and all for my faith- 
fullness to the Parliament and I am still both willinge and ready 
to doe any service which may bee in my power for the Comon- 


wealth of England. 
And of his deputy at Newport he testifies 
Mr. Plumley hath ever beene faithfull to the Parliament and 
forsook his estate and suffred much for theyr sakes. 
In view of the numerous fiscal changes which characterised 
the Cromwellian regime it is not to be wondered at that 
John Byrd was frequently in difficulty concerning revenue 
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matters, and some of the items on which he desired guidance 
were 
whether he must take duty on butter and calf skins: 


a oats could be exported Customs free to the troops in 
Ireland. 


re the 15 per cent. duty must be deducted or raised over 
and above the Customs Duty on Tobacco, Corne and 
Beare. 


Pa Customs Duty should be paid on herrings unsalted 
brought to England in an Irish vessell. 


% the 2/- per chaldron duty on Coles was to be paid for 
such Coles as shall be exported to ffrance and Ireland. 


Concerning the duty on butter, the Collector wrote from 
Carlion on the 20th July 1650 :— 


To my much honoured freinde Colonel George Langham, 
Accomptant General for the Customes of England :—I beseech 
you be pleased to present the remembrance of my humble duty 
and service to my worthy maisters the Crs and acquainte them 
that butter is 3d. per Ib. and under in all ports within my charge, 
and the merchants doe here affirme that dutyes are taken in 
Bristoll for butter, and both the merchants and the gentry of 
these portes doe take it very ill that wee doe not take dutyes for 
butter beinge natyve comodity of this country and by which the 
ffarmers paie most of their rent. 


In connection with the coal duty there is an interesting 
record of fact respecting the action of the Usk, whereby, 
through the centuries, ‘‘ duff’? has been washed up at the 
mouth of the river. The Collector’s report dated Carlion 
21 May 1651 reads :— 


Right Worshippful :—These are humbly to acquainte you 
that in the sande which is in the bottome of the ryver of Usk 
which runeth by Carlion and Newport and from thence into the 
Seaverne is a small cole taken up and clensed in the water by the 
poore of Newport whoe lately sould some of that cole for one 
penny per bushel to be carryed by water into the neighbourhood 
to be used for burneinge lyme in our country, and beinge water- 
borne, I (accordinge to your directions that all cole waterborne 
must beare the new impost) did demande the Impost of 2/- per 
chaldron which hath caused the poore to bee somethinge clamour- 
ous : and it hath beene argued by some of the gentry of this county 
whoe doe beleeve and humbly desier yt noe Impost may bee layd 
on this cole, which, beinge clensed soe well as maye bee is full of 
gravell, and it cometh by the providence of God from the Colepitt 
in the mountaynes by greate raynes wasshinge the croppe and 
other refuse cole from thence into this ryver, the benefitt thereof 
redoundeth only to the poore, neverthelesse I might not omitt 


¥ 
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what I have done herein without your order, which I desier you 
will be pleased to grantte whereby our country may knowe there 
is noe intention to laye a charge on this meane comodity which 
the Lord in mercy hath sent only for the releife of the poore as 
abovesaid. . 


Thus prayinge your charitable order herein I take leave 
and rest. 
eB 


The Commissioners granted the Order and relieved the 
coal from charge. 


Under the Commonwealth the farming of taxes was 
abolished. The wisdom of this decision was questionable 
as there was a strong force of opinion, including, it is said, 
that of Cromwell himself, in favour of the system which, 
despite manifest disadvantages, had served the needs of the 
State. That its re-introduction was probable is evident 
from the letter which John Byrd wrote to his cousin William 
on the 5th December 1650, and herein we see something of 
the man as well as the official. 


Cousin William. Yours without date I have received with 
ye bookes thereinclosed. I most humbly and hartily rejoice yt 
ye Lord hath made you an instrument of your ffather’s comfort 
and I humbly pray that the Lord will put in my brother’s hart 
what shall bee presented to him from the Lord : as for the business 
of excise (as I formlie wrote you) if Mr. Lloyd and Mr. Ditty doe 
lay downe theyr commission soe as yt employment bee totally 
voyde, then if a commission may be graunted to mee for South 
Wales (but rather only for Glamorgan and Monmouthshires) 
I will embrace it on the termes whereof you write : if South Wales 
should bee farmed and noe other place (although it should yeilde 
three times more than ever was made thereof) yet unless all 
England bee farmed it will be prejudicial to the Comonwealth, 
for these partes beinge farmed out and not Bristoll, Bridgwater, 
Barn, etc. what shall bee received in South Wales will be lost in 
these portes : this is a word of advice to you which, if you finde 
it convenyent you may communicate to the Commissioners, and 
after yt if Glamorgan and Monmouthshires will be rented out to 
farme I will give as much as ever was clearley made thereof per 
Annum : or else I had rather have those twoe countyes on sallary 
than any more, because of my relation in the both only, and none 
in the rest unless Carmarthenshire be added : pray remember me 
kindely to Mr. Lloyd and Mr. Ditty and that I desier you to advise 
with them herein, for I founde them very honest and knoweinge 
gents : but if I had founde them oetherwise (the Lord hath taught 
mee to knowe) it is not lawfull to take another man’s house over 
his head, wherein I desier you to take care. 


J.B. 
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John Byrd was generous at all times. Here is a copy of 
a letter which accompanied a very delectable expression of 
thanks. 


Carlion February 10th 1661. 


Brother Pennant, Yours of the 28th January with the 
Commissioners order theer enclosed I longe since received, for 
which I most hartily thanke you, in token whereof I sende you 
by Thomas Burleigh, one of Monmouth carryers whose lodgeinge 
in London is at the signe of St. Pauls Head in Carter Lane, a newe 
salmon (beinge the first I could procure this season) in a Pie 
nayled and mayled up in a boxe, and dyrected unto you. I pray 
you and my sister to accept thereof as a finale token of thank- 
fullness for you to conclude Lent withall, which hath beene very 
sharpe in these partes. fish beinge at a most unreasonable 
rate. My sonne Ned is at Monmoth from whom you shall receave 
a letter with the Pie. Nowe soone pray send your Porter on 
Thursdaie night or ffridaie morninge to the carryer (whoe begins 
his journey this day) for it. I understoode that the last Pie I 
sent you was kept soe longe by the carryer before it came to you 
that it stanke exceedinglie, which did discourage mee from sendinge 
anymore ; but this was sent to the carryer soe soone as it was 
ready and I hope you will receive it in good condition ; it weigheth 
80 Ib. for carriage, whereof the carryer is paide. 


I did hope to heare from you by my neighbour Mr. James 
Jones, according to your last, but it seems he did not see you. 
Pray please present Mr. Sam Whittle with 10/- as a token from 
mee, untill I shall sende it up to you, which (God permittinge) 
shall bee by the first opportunity. 

Pray present my due respects to Mr. Kersley and Mr. 
Thornebury, and as for my quarter bookes my small fee was 
constantly paid mee every quarter by Mr. Thornebury, whoe 1 
desier to deduct out of my fee what is due on mee towards pruvinge 
my Lords warrant, and I desier him to accept 5/- as a token of 
thanks for his love and care therein ; and I desier to knowe when 
hee is pleased that I sende up my acquitte for my fee for quarter 
bookes, which I shall observe accordinglie. 


Good brother, in your next pr please to write me word howe 
much money you paid my sonne William for hee lately wrote to 
his mother that hee received but £5 from mee in the quarter to 
Xmas, which I confess is truth ; but I returned up to you where- 
with to supply him and to cleare some small accounts with the 
Commissioners wherewith I charged him, whereof he hath not 
written mee word at all, which somethinge troubleth my mynd. 


The salmon cost 00.207 +400 
fflower 00 : O04 : 06 
spice and eggs 00% 00). 2-05 
the cooke 00. § .02)./2..00 
the baker ODD” OT eu 
26lb. butter OOS ano woe 
catryadge to Monmouth OOF 322085 3! 00 


carryadge from thence to London 00 3-10, 5 00 
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John Byrd sent another pie to his ‘“‘ Brother Pennant ” 
Carlion 29, tobr, 1663. The contents and charges are as 


follows :— 
fflower 00 : 02 : 00 
Cloaves and Mace 00):5; 01 5206 
A Turkey OU). s. (02; S206 
2 Ducks and 2 Snipes OOo. Ole es .06: 
17 Woodcocks QOS i? 2062 202 
15lbs. of butter 00 : 05 : 00 
paid the cooke 00%, COSc. sake 
for carryage to Monmouth OOF =e) 0555200 
for carryadge from thence to London 00 : 08 : 00 
for a boxe to put the Pye in 00° : 02 : 00 
for a Kord to mayle it 00 : 00 : O04 


of 


OL, 1S~ 3.100 


Following the Restoration he continued in office and one 
his earliest letters concerned the Customs waiter at Newport. 


Carlion, 7 January 1661. 

Right Worshippful, My worthy maisters. Mr. William 
Williams, waiter at Newport, acquainted me that in regard ye 
sallary was small and his occasions such at present that he coulde 
not attende that service—soe that I did not paie him his sallary 
last quarter—and if it bee your pleasure to contynnewe a waiter 
there I humbly recommend you one Moses Nicholas, a man whoe 
suffred for his late Majestie’s sake of blessed memory, in whose 
service hee has lost the benefitt of one of his hands ; and if you will 
bee soe pleased as to send him your commission to bee waiter at 
Newport instead of Mr. Williams, I am confident hee will prove 
very carefull in that service. Thus humbly desireinge one word 
of your pleasure herein by the first post I take leave. 

j.B. 


In view of his service during the Commonwealth, there is 


no doubt that many Royalists were opposed to John Byrd 
holding the office of Collector of Customs after the accession 


of 


Charles II. In all probability one of them was responsible 


for a charge of treason, in answer to which two petitions were 


pr 


esented to the Lord High Treasurer of England. 


The first reads as follows :— 


Cardiffe, 30th May 1662. 

Wee, the Bayleifes and Aldermen of the Towne and Port of 
Cardiffe doe understande yt an information is given in against 
John Byrd (Comptroller of his Majesty’s Customes in this Port 
and members thereof) that hee was in Armes at Woorcester 
against his Majesty, and that hee was a sequestrator in the late 
troubles, of which crymes the said John Byrd is wholly ignorant 


John Byrd of Caerleon. 35 


—for wee are certynely informed that hee was in his own house, 
when his Majesty was at Woorcester, and that hee never was a 
sequestrator at all: neyther did hee wronge any person, that wee 
knowe (or ever heard) of. Allsoe wee knowe that hee was 
Comptroller of his late Majesty’s Customes in this Port and 
members, and yt hee was sequestered and kept from the execution 
of his office about eleaven years—all which tyme one Mr. ffra 
Malory enjoyed the same: untill by order of his Majesty yt nowe 
is, hee was restored to his said offlce: this wee thought fitt (at 


the request of the said John Byrd) to certifie your honour. And 
that wee are 


Your Lordshipps humble servants 


Herbert Evans Constable of the Castle. 
Lewis Jones : 
John Woollwyn } Bayleifes. 


Miles Morgan 

Henry Morgan 

Arthur Roberts 

Rice Davis 

Roger Sheere Aldermen. 
John Sheere 

William Jones 

teres Wells 

John Gibbs : 
Arthur Lloyd } Justices. 


A similar petition was signed by the Justices of Peace and 
Commissioners for the monthly Assessments in the county 
ofMonmouth, as under. 


Trevor Williams of Uske 
Thomas Morgan of Tredegar 
Edmond Morgan of Newport 
Thomas Morgan of Penrose 
William Herbert of Tynterne. 
Charles Vann of Coldrey 

John Walter of Peecefielde 
Thomas Williams of Caerleon 
William Williams of Abergavenny 
William Morgan of Pencreese 
Charles Hughes of Trestre 
Robert Williams of Llainhylith 
Sir George Probert of Penalt 


John Byrd’s diary contains a further reference to the 
charge against his loyalty, in the letter hereunder :— 
Monmouth. Right Honourable. 


Uppon the viewe of a petition presented to his Majesty 
against John Byrd within named, that hee, contrary to his 
Allegiance, did promote in this country a petition for the execrable 
murder of his late Sacred Majesty King Charles the first, of ever 
blessed memory ; wee further certify that to the utmost and best 
of our information there was noe such petition attempted 
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publiquely here, and if there were any, wee are confident he was 
a person of another temper than to subscribe any such hydeous 
proceeding. 

Sir George Probert of Penalt, Sir Trevor Williams of Llangibby, 
Edward Morgan of Newport, Esq., John Clegg, Doctor of Divinity, 
Roger Williams of Kenanhylith, Esq., Charles Hughes of Trostre, 
Esq., Charles Van of Coldre, Esq. 


The tytles nor places of aboad of the persons above signed 
are not in the oryginall certificate. 


A few months later he wrote to his brother-in-law, an 
attorney in Skinners Hall, London :— 


Caerleon, 13 October 1162. 


Bro. Pennant:—I had notice from Swansey yt Richard 
Dutton had the day before produced a Pattent for my office of 
Comptroller there. I came from Swansey the same daye that hee 
came thyther and then noe newes of him in any one of our Portes, 
soe that till I see his Pattent I cannot tell what to say to it: you 
knowe by my correspondence that I am unjustly put out and I 
hope my oulde Masters the ffarmers will not deale soe unkindly 
with me. 


Thus John Byrd terminated his service as the Chief 
Customs Officer in South Wales. Whatever his faults, he 
“served the State.” 


John Byrd’s diary, written in a Customs Port Book, is a 
very human document. It contains numerous letters and 
notes of great local interest and a few are given hereunder :— 


6 July 1663. Mr. James Jones, vicker of St. Brides came to 
Caerleon Church Portch where he caused the institution of Morgan 
Thomas Clerck to be read, and afterwards, caused the Bisshopps 
order to bee reade, by which the said Mr. Jones was authorised to 
induct the said Mr. Morgan Thomas to the vicaradge of Caerleon, 
which he did this day accordingly in the presence of Hugh Powell, 
Clerck, John Byrd, Jeffrey Prior (then Churchwarden), William 
Meredith, William Byrd, Richard James and others. 


1 October 1663 beinge Thursday. 
Edward Byrd* slayne. 

Edward Byrd was wounded at ffaringdon in County Berks 
(beinge at the house of Mr. John Turner, Innkeeper, at the signe 
of the Crowne) by one Humphry Davis, of which wounde hee 
dyed the 14th of October 1663 for which the said Davis was 
indited for manslaughter at the Assizes helde at Reddinge for the 
County of Berks. 


*Son of John Byrd. 
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The witnesses of this unhappy fact were Mr. Thomas Lloyd 
who was in the Chambers when it was donne, John Turner, 
Chamberlayne, and Robert West, tapster, in the Crowne aforesaid. 

Richard Worthen, Constable, whoe had this Davis in custody, 
and then beinge conceaved that the wounde was not dangerous, 
he was let goe and hath not been founde since. Mr. John Hobbs 
was the Crowner who examined the fact, Mr. Robert Pye, Justice, 
in whose buryinge place in the Church of ffaringdon, Edward 
Byrd was buryed. 


15, July 1664. 

Sonne Matt. This daye I sent by way of Bristoll a peece of 
flanen, the best that coulde be had yesterdaye in Abergany faier, 
it cost here 15$d. per ell, beinge 36 ells, and 18d. I sent with it 
to pay for carryadge from Bristoll ; it is dyrected (as your forner 
things were) to be left with Mr. William Jones, the Porter at the 
signe of the 3 Cupps in Broad Streete London till you call for it, 
you will doe well to bestowe it on your Captain, whoe I finde is 
your very good freinde, for thankfullness and humillity are the 
only meanes to gaine love and preferment, and the contrary to 
these doe produce contrary effects. I desier to heare that you 
receive all things sent you. Present your mother’s true love and 
myne to your Captain. Wee trust that the Lord will bless the 
whole fleete and make the voyadge prosperous for which shall be 
the prayers of 

Your ffather 
gee: 


Matthias Byrd (Sonne Matt) joined the Navy in September 
1664 and was posted to H.M.S. Henrietta. After two years’ 
service he transferred to the Cambridge firiggatt, bound for 
the Streights. In 1668-9 he was on board the Transept on 
a voyage to the Canaries and Newfoundland ; and later he 
commanded a vessel in the third Dutch war. In the diary 
there is a record dated 22 July 1673, 


My sonne Matt is now in London, the shipp which hee com- 
aunded beinge sunke under him. Admirall De Ruyter sent 
boates and saved him and his company which were left alyve 
and sent them prisoners to Holland. 


Apparently Matthias retired from the Navy on his 
repatriation. On Saint Matthias’ Day 1674 he married the 
daughter of Mr. Edward Morgan of Pencreese. His life was 
put in the lease of the mill and marshes to which business 
he succeeded in due time. 


An undated entry is as follows :— 


Mr. Kanerley, a minister, left five pounds in money with my 
father in lawe Alexander Seys Esqr., the interest to bee paide to 
such poore as hee and Mr. Lewes should think fitt for ever. The 
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saide Alexander Seys gave five pounds by his will, the use thereof 
to bee to the poore of Caerleon for ever ; which tenne pounds I 
_ woulde have paide to the overseers of the poore, but our neighbours 
desired mee to keepe it and to pay the interest thereof to the 
overseers of the poore of the saide towne, which I have donne 
Accordinglie. And for the future secureinge the interest 
of the saide tenne pounds I will eyther pay it to the overseers or 
secure the interest to be paide out of any house or any parte of 


my estate for ever. 
John Byrd. > 


A marginal note reads “ 


. My sonne Matthias Byrd dellyverd a noate to the 
Commissioners for Pious Uses at the Court kept this day at Uske, 


whereof this is a coppie. 
. —j-B. 


Writing to his son Matt in 1666 John Byrd states :— 


‘“My coz Wm. Seys is marryed to Eliz Jenkins and are 
settled in his house at the Gare.’ By this marriage it is 
probable that the Byrd association with the Customs was 
continued, for in 1701 the Waiter and Searcher at the port 


E of Newport was David Seys. i 
* 
. » 
o 
\ ; 
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* CHAPTER IV. 


IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY. 


There is a tradition 


that about the year 1700 only the 


coracles of poor fishermen, and occasionally a trading smack, 


were seen on the Usk. 
truth, for in the early 


It probably contains an element of 
years of the eighteenth century the 


Customs port books for Cardiff are silent concerning the 
shipping of Newport and Caerleon. On the other hand 
trade with Bristol was maintained although not with the 
same degree of frequency as formerly. 


The following entries are culled from the Bristol port 


books — 
3lst January, 1700. 


In the Seaflowey of Carlyon, Philip Gwinne 


Master and merchant for Carlyon. 


Six packs of twelve hundred two quarters 
weightt of wooll. 


31st January. In the Ann and Mary, William Walters master 
and merchant for Newport. 


forty bends thirteen bundles leather. 

three hundred weightt iron and cutlery 
wares. 

one basket tynne wares. 

four baskets leather wares. 

one box glass, two tons grocery, four 
hampers hopps, one ton sope, two half 
barrells pitch, fourteene cases brandy 
and strong waters. 

four reames paper, two barrells herrings. 

fifteen packs, eight trusses, thirteene boxes, 
six trunks of linnen, woollen, mercery, 
drapery, haberdashery. 

one trunke wearing apparel. 

one hamper Spanish wine and one runlet ; 
three h’hds, one pack, eleaven trusses, 
three caskes, three baggs, four roles, 
three boxes, one bundle, one paper pel! 
of tobacco, qt two seven hund and 
seventy pounds. 
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31st January. In the Carlyon Merchant, Phil Gwynne master 
and merchant for Carlyon. 
fifty tanned hides, fortyfive packs and 
trusses lynen, woollen, mercery and 
haberdashery wares, four dozen whale- 
bone, two barrells herrings, two hundwt 
fish, two runlets strong waters, fourteen 
runlet oyle, twenty caskes sope, three 
caskes sand, one dozen whiskey, one ton 
iron and iron wares, nineteen packs and 
trusses, three cases, three bags one box, 
tobacco qt three thousand, five hundred 
and twenty eight pounds. 


4th February. In the Seaflower, William Gwin master and 
merchant for Carlyon. 


fifty bends, four packs leather, twoe tons 
tobacco pipe clay, one runlet strong 
waters, five hundredweight sope, two 
hogsheads three runlets train oyle, six 
barrells herrings, nine packs and trusses 
lynnen woolen and mercery, five hundwt 
pitch and rozin, twoe tons grocery and 
saltery, and dyeing stuffs, three bundles 
flax, three baskets spanish wine, twoe 
hundredweight iron ore, seven hogs- 
heads, eleven parcels, two trusses, twoe 
baggs, twoe kilderkins, twoe boxes 
tobacco qt four thousand twoe hundred 
and sixty pounds, five cases glass. 


Thus the Seaflower, the Ann and Mary, the Carlyon 
Merchant and also the Francis and Mary, carried on with 
Bristol the trade which had been so well maintained by the 
Guift, the Grace, the Mary Rose and the Jonas. Meanwhile 
the Port of Cardiff had undergone a process of dismember- 
ment and Chepstow, owing to its increasing trade, was raised 
to the status of an independent port by Treasury Warrant 
in 1700. 


The port of Cardiff, which included Newport, suffered a 
period of severe depression in the second quarter of the 
century, for only four vessels cleared ‘‘ outwards ’’ in 1727, 
seven in 1728, and three in 1730, the exports consisting of 
oak bark for Ireland. Newport again appears in the records 
in 1747, when, on 21st July, the Happy Return of Newport, 
burthen 25 tons, J. Jones, master, cleared for Ireland with 
80 tons of oak bark, and 60 oak planks ; and this trade was 
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continued in subsequent years as shown by the following 
entries :— 


26th September, 1755. Hopewell of Newport (30 tons) William 
Andrews, master, for Newry :— 
6 tons pit coal (duty Sd. per ton). 
15 tons oak bark. 
200 bundles rhyne hoops. 
45 cheeses yts 4 cwt. duty free. 
12th December, 1757. Betsy of Newport (30 tons) Robert Gadd 
master, for Kinsale :— 
14 tons oak bark. 


22nd June, 1758. Betsy of Newport (30 tons), as above. 
7 tons oak bark. 
10 hogsheads of cider. 


27th November. Hopewell of Newport (40 tons), Peter Morris 
master and merchant for Cork. 
6 tons pit coal (duty 8d. per ton). 
300 feet oak plank. 
20 tons oak bark. 
21 boxes tin plates. 
4 bundles iron plates. 


The same vessels, with the Endeavour and the Moderator 


were engaged in carrying wool and iron to Bristol, Gloucester, 
Bridgwater, and other channel ports in 1763. 


A certain amount of South Wales’ traffic entered England 
by way of the Old Passage between Beachley and Aust, and 
the New Passage from Portskewitt. These passages were 
advertised as the direct way from Caerleon, Cardiff and 
South Wales; and in Felix Farley's Bristol Journal, dated 
2nd August, 1752, there is the following list of fares :— 


Bue Os 

SIAN MOT BOS stars ieseioscte dv tie leak biauere cack oral nlolcrdonte ate 16 0 
93 Prt | Ff ae OPS Ee yy MRED eS ISTE 14 0 
ms ae Fin tals) piniolosete tthe itt Mateew taint Se ews etoeTatote 12 0 
ACTMANS WOmMAn (OP CHU. | GACH) “sc-nnjssnyex Aoi ees ssa lester 4 
Man randshoreeinrs caycaic ae neva Ce ntaw Ne hes Ses cieeae eee 10 
ROUT LO ENOL Sonn opal s\ereralonsuaaik- st s/alele Seatmeenmeete so: \elo oie) steele 8 
POASUS CAD cssxencieioieicignys eee elas sare cle SM ore So tae Wialatoaees of 
WHOOP) oh SCOLG +. co.s!scs Ones’ s.n% 0's cle MNT e eres yw sielago MO wees 20 
Hogs Sey Pa Rarer ecricnces oc roe tc Mea 2°6 


A feature of industry and commerce in the middle of the 
century was the coastwise traffic in iron. The Bar Iron 
Warehouse in Newport was supplied by the forges at Bassaleg 
and Machen. Here are the stock accounts for 1754 and 
1755 :— 
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or 


_ 
OO} Bnow 


1754—Dy. 
To Bassaleg Forge ie = CG. > “qi IDs: 
By *Edward Wm. David .. 55 10 0 18 
, Tredegar Wagon -- Spel4 O 14 
‘ 61 
Machen Forges 
By *Thos. John Howel .. 36 15 O 6 
, *David William Morgan 43" “1:3 26 
79 
: 141 
Cr. July 23. Shipt for Bristol : 37 
Broking on 31 tons @ 16lb per ton 0 
Ye other 6 being mill iron 
December 16. Shipt for Bristol 10 
Broking on Do. @ 16lb. a ton 0 
Stock in warehouse — 93 
141 
1755—Dy. A 
To Ballance a1. tek ee <s 93 
To Bassaleg Forge Peet 8Cy) Cee 1es 
By Edwd. Wm. David .. 50 9 O I11 
» Tredegar Wagon oe 42 18 3S 18 
93 
To Machen Forge 
By Thos, John Howel .. 30 1 O 19 
», David William Morgan 42 4 2 2 
72 
259 
Cr. Various i gaa 
To Bristol =e 231 
» Bewdley 16 
By Bee @ 16Ib. per ton. 0 
By Stock transferred to 1756 il 
259 
Tonnage shipped in subsequent years were :— 
1756. To Bristol 202, Bewdley i Gloucester 6 
TST 3%, » 269, ” 
1758. ,, » 292, » ati, 
1759. 5; ee iN ee 20, Bridgwater 31. 
1760; ;, ie OLS 2 24, 


Cc} @MNOb 


In charging the duty on coal, the quantity was ascertained. 
by means of official ‘‘ coal bushels” obtained from London. 


*Carriers. 


¥ 
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On a new measure being requested (1749) questions and 


answers were as follows :— 


(1). Name and form of coal” 
measure,» 


(2). The exact diameter of 
the top from out 
side to outside 


(3). What quantities of 
liquor Winchester 
measure it contains 


(4). What method the 
masters keep their 
accounts of the 
quantities delivered 
and whether they 
are checked by any 
and what Officer 


It is a round coal bushel. 


Is 19 inches and a half. 


Which is eight gallons and one 
quart. 


They keep their accounts in books 
by tallies of the number of bushels 


_ discharged which they reduce into 


chalders and bushels of what is 
delivered every day, and at the 
foot of the whole the quantity 
delivered in chalders and bushels 
which they certify on the back 
of the entry and compare with 
their books; and the Collector 
and Comptroller often inspects 
that everything is done regular 
and that the accounts in their 
books and the endorsements on 
the entry do agree. 


The Newport measure had to be taken to Caerleon every 
time coal was loaded or discharged there, and amongst the 
accounts of incidental expenses are the following :— 


s. d. 

To Thomas Jones, waiter and searcher, for carrying the coal 
bushel to Carlion to discharge coal there................ 2 0 
To two new irons for the coal bushels.............0.000000 2 0 


Tc mending the old bushels. . 


SiavlRre Sela isse (ore eS aes aici e ase 2 6 


To Thomas Jones, waiter and searcher, his journey to Cardiff 
to settle for coal duties and to crave for a new coal bushel, 


the old ones being worn out 


In 1740 a lighthouse was erected on Flat Holm, and some 
of the coal used therein was supplied from Newport. 


The Customs books and accounts were sent from Newport 
to Cardiff and thence by Richard Priest’s market boat to 
Bristol where they were placed in Walter Wiltshire’s London 
Flying Waggon which left Peter Street every day at noon 


with a guard in and out. 
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The letter books for the port of Cardiff contain several 
interesting items relating to Newport, and extracts are given 
hereunder :— 


30th November 1759. To the Collector and Comptroller at 
Bristol. 


Gentlemen, 


Colonel Morgan, a member of Parliament, being possessed of 
the Key and Market Boat at Newport, hath lately complained to 
our Surveyor that the Customer and Comptroller at Newport 
had granted warrants to James Brown, owner of the Eliza of 
Newport, to load goods at Peterstone Pill about halfway between 
Newport and Cardiffe, where there is no Officer resident, noe 
nearer than Newport or Cardiffe, and a place notorious for 
smuggling—and no person entitled by law to load or land goods 
there—and desired the Surveyor to acquaint the Collector in case 
they did not desist, to let him know and he would wait on the 
Commissioners. But they refused the said Brown twice since 
and so have we; and he owns he has discharged one loading at 
your port and is now taking in another, though forbid. But 
hope he will not be permitted by your Officers in future to land 
any goods without having a legal warrant. 


We are etc. 


In connection with a proposal to appoint a Commission 
to determine the place at which quays and wharves were to 
be constructed on the Usk, the Collector wrote on the 18th 


August 1764 :— 


eOrereloseras underneath you’ve the names of the persons 
whom I think to be proper to be inserted in the Comision you 
mention as they’re men of honour and integrity........ If you 
think there are too many you may leave out whom you please 
except the Collector Chepstow and myself for it must be thought 
reasonable that we should understand the nature of Keys and 
Warffs more than country gentlemen, and can inform what sort 
of places that Keys and Warffs are to be erected as the law 


directs :— 
Thomas Morgan, junr. of Ruperra, Esq. 
Morgan Lewis, of St. Peers ,, 
Charles Vann, of Caerleon, ,, 
Harry Morgan, of Caerleon, ,, 
William Seys, of Newport, pa 
Francis Davis, of Chepstow, ,, 


Llewellin Treherne, of Cardiffe, os 


In 1767 the landholders and farmers in and near the towns 
of Newport and Caerleon petitioned the Lords Commissioners 
of His Majesty’s Treasury that the vessels trading from 
these places to Bristol might be cleared out by Letpass and 
not by Cocqt (which involved a bond), on the ground that 
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the course of navigation was across a river (the Severn) and 
not the open sea. From time immemorial the Holms had 
been considered as the junction of the Severn and the Bristol 
Channel,* and all traffic east of the Holms was deemed to be 
cross river or up river traffic. The Collector, however, 
reported :— 


ACES we see no kind of reason why the cocqt should not 
be continued as long as any embargo remains on the exportation 
of corn to foreign parts, for the person who drew up the petition 
has represented the course of navigation from Caerleon and 
Newport to Bristol as in a mere river, yet your Lordships will, 
upon a survey of any map of the channel, see that it is many 
miles over and in their way up channel they are in the direct road 
of the outward bound trade from Bristol, which undoubtedly 
gives an opportunity should they choose to make use of it of 
disposing of part of their cargo to the outward bound ships they 
meet with when at the same time it is so much wanted at home. 


The matter came up again in 1770 on representations made 
by Mr. Charles Morgan, but the official view was that the 
Act of Parliament required Cockett and bond. 


In 1764 Mr. William Kemys requested permission to land 
and ship goods on a wharf or ‘‘ key”’ to be erected by him 
within the Castle of Newport. After careful enquiry the 
Commissioners were informed :— 


As to the first part of the petition representing that great 
quantities of goods, wares and merchandise are imported to and ~ 
exported from the said town. There is nothing but what 
is carried and brought coastwise from Bristol—excepting two 
or three loadings of oak bark every year for Ireland and 
no goods brought from thence this fforty years to Newport 
excepting once a few dozen of calve skins. As to Mr. Kemys 
assertion in the second part that he has erected a wharf or 
key in an open place within the Castle of Newport, we think 
it be a downright contradiction as there is no way to it 
from either side but through the Castle which he may obstruct 
by gates or doors at his pleasure as appears by the draft enclosed, 
and as it is above the bridge no ship or vessel can get to it without 
shipping her masts. And as to what he represents as to their 
having a fforeign trade (except to Ireland) their being so near to 
the port of Bristol it can’t well be conceived, for one ship’s loading 


*The first appearance in any map of the name Bristol Channel is in 
the famous sea atlas of L. J. Waghenaer, published at Leyden about 
1584, where it is shown as De Canael van Brostu. The term Bristol 
Channel probably replaced the earlier ‘‘ Severn Sea” to which Leland 
(1506-1552) gives many references in his “‘ Itinerary.” 
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from the Streights or Portugal would not be disposed of in the 
county in many years. Upon the whole we can’t guess Mr. 
Kemys’ intention unless he imagines that by having a licence for 
his key or wharf he may bring all the business of this place to his 
own, as the other keys or wharfs at Newport are not licensed or 
appointed by Commissioners out of the Court of Exchequer, as 
we apprehend his ought to be. 


The three old keys or wharfs belong to General Morgan of 
Tredegar and one of them hath been erected time out of mind. 


It is worthy of note that the farmers of Newport, Caerleon 
and District contributed an appreciable amount, by indirect 
taxation, towards the cost of building a new bridge at 
Bristol. In 1760 an Act of Parliament was obtained for 
taking down and rebuilding the old bridge of Bristol and 
erecting a new one there and at Temple Backs. The necessary 
funds were raised in part by a small tonnage on the shipping 
and vessels and as a result the cost of freightage to Bristol 
was increased correspondingly. 


The Moderator, the first of a succession of vessels of that 
name associated with the Moderator Wharf, was severely 
penalised as a result of a foolish action by an ignorant farmer. 
On the 9th October 1768 the Collector reports :— 


Honoured Sirs, 


I received a letter from the Officers at Newport informing 
me that they had found two small packs of wool on board the 
Moderator of that place, weight gross 212 pounds, which had been 
shipt without entry or knowledge of any of the Officers. 


It was immediately put into the Custom House warehouse 
and they desired my further directions concerning it. Upon this 
I went to Newport and gave orders that the vessel should not be 
permitted to leave the port as I find by Mr. Crouches Book of 
Rates, in Wool 72, that it is forfeited and lost, with the vessel, 
furniture, etc., as by 12 Geo. II., Chap. 14, Sec. 11. The Officers 
at Newport believe it was shipt by some ignorant farmer, the 
master of the vessel being at that time out of town, and I believe 
so myself, for in justice to the Captain of the Moderator, I must 
say that he has traded from Newport to Bristol in the fairest way 
imaginable and Abraham Jones, the Captain is a man of very 
good character. 


The proprietors of the vessel, who are men of fortune, offered 
me any security I pleased if I would permitt the vessel to make 
her voyage as usual.......... but f thoughts. .cw<<00s it would 
be wrong to indulge them in a continuation of their trade before 
your Honours should yourselves determine the affair. She is 
therefore detained in the port. 


In the Eighteenth Century. 47 


Eventually the Commissioners condemned the packets 
of wool and released the vessel. 


The Bristol Gazette and Public Advertiser in its issue 
dated 23 December, 1779, advertised the sale of the 
“Tredegar and Machen Ironworks lying on the turnpike 
road within six miles of Newport where there is a market 
boat trading to Bristol every week.’ Browne’s Bristol 
Directory for 1785 contains a list of coasters to and from 
Bristol in which are the following, 

Caerleon. The Caerleon, Thomas Gronow, Three Cups, 
Bridgwater Slip Back. 

Newport. The Moderator, Thomas Edwards, Bridgwater 
Slip Back. 

Newport. The Tvedegav, James Walters, Bridgwater, 
Slip Back. 

Newport. The Speedwell, John Lloyd, Bridgwater Slip 
Back. 


Every week the vessels were entered ‘‘inwards” at 
Bristol on Wednesday, and ‘‘ outwards’’ on Thursday. 


In 1792 Abraham Jones was master of the Moderator and 
Robert Gething, master of the Caerleon. Captain Belcher 
was in command of the Tredegar in 1795. Caerleon supplied 
another ship for this traffic in 1797, when the Iron and Tin 
Tradey commenced a weekly service. 


The Three Cups on the Back at Bristol was a noted inn 
well patronised by the shipping fraternity, as is evident by 
the privateers’ advertisements in Felix Farley's Bristol 
Journal, thus :— 


On A CRUISE. 
Tue Lyon PRIVATEER. 
A PRIME SAILOR. 


RoBert How, CoMMANDER. 


Burthen 360 tons, 24 nine and six pounders and 250 men; 
will sail in 20 days, having a Protection for the Ship’s Company. 
All Officers, Sailors, and able bodied Landsmen who are disposed 
to enter on board the said Privateer, let them repair to the Three 
Cups on the Back where-they will meet with all proper encourage- 
ment. 
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In 1792 foreign trade recommenced by the arrival from 
Norway of two vessels containing deals and timber; and 
although there was no “‘ lawful” quay, provision was made 
for their discharge by special sufferance, it being reported 
that Newport was far more eligible and convenient than 
Cardiff as there was at all times a good flow of tide, whereas 
the lawful quay at Cardiff, choked with mud, had only eight 
feet of water at springs and was dry during the neaps. Coast- 
wise trade began to advance with the opening of the coal 
mines, and the clearances ‘‘ outwards’? from Newport 
averaged 266 per annum. The Monmouthshire Canal, which 
played such an important part in the rise and progress of 
Newport, opened for traffic in 1796. Before the end of the 
century shipping had increased fourfold; and then began 
that tide of prosperity which made modern Newport, and, 
being taken at the flood, led on to fortune and gave her 
pride of place as one of the chief coal ports in Great Britain 


CHAPTER V. 


FROM 1800 TO 1823. 


The Monmouthshire Canal, which brought coal and 
prosperity to Newport, had not a little to do with the 
decadence of maritime interests at Caerleon. The trade 
centre of gravity was transferred to the mouth of the river. 
Every year witnessed an increase in the shipping of Newport. 
Below the bridge there were new wharves to accommodate 
the vessels of greater draught. Sea walls were being built 
with stone from Penarth. The shipyards were busy, not 
only with repairs but with constructive work, and Messrs. 
R. Griffiths and Son had several large vessels on the stocks. 
The mine owners, who in 1775 stated that exportation was 
not a paying proposition, and that they had not the least 
idea of mining anything but for the internal use of the country, 
were compelled quickly and completely to alter their opinion. 
Cardiff was still the mother port and Newport but a 
““member,’ nevertheless the child was outstripping the 
parent. 


In the year following the opening of the canal, the 
merchants and traders of Newport presented a memorial to 
the Treasury praying that Newport might be established as 
an independent port; eight years later the proprietors ot 
the Monmouthshire Canal Company, having the same object 
in view, presented a petition for the appointment of an 
Officer of Customs at Newport who should be empowered 
to “‘ clear vessels foreign ‘’; and in 1806 the following letter 
was sent to the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s 
Treasury :— 

My Lords, 


Being engaged in a considerable mercantile trade at Newport 
in Monmouthshire I take the liberty to state to your Lordships 


the very great inconvenience to which the trade of that port is. 


eT Ts a - — 
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subject in consequence of the present necessity of every ship’s 
papers being taken by the Masters to Cardiff, a distance of twelve 
miles before the cargo’s can be landed, and of the Masters attending 
there in person, accompanied by a respectable person sent by the 
merchants as bondsmen, before the vessels can clear out for 
Ireland or any foreign port, which occasions much delay and 
extraordinary expense and a reason to many for not bringing 
their vessels to the port who would otherwise come there. 


I therefore beg leave on behalf of myself and the other 
mercantile part of Newport to submit to your Lordships the 
propriety of appointing a proper Officer at Newport to supersede 
the necessity of Masters of vessels going to Cardiff for the above 
purposes, and trust that as the same indulgence has been granted 
to other ports relatively situated as Newport is to Cardiff, where 
an increase of trade has taken place in the minor port, your 
Lordships will graciously condescend to comply with this request, 
especially when the fact of the trade having increased in the 
proportion of 10 to 1 in the course of the last ten years is stated 
and can be clearly demonstrated, indeed it appears by the last 
quarterly account of the éxport of Newport that upwards of 
eighty sail of shipping laden with coals only, have cleared out for 
Ireland independent of a considerable iron, timber and bark 
trade. 


Humbly praying your Lordships to take the matter into 
consideration, 


I remain, my Lords, 
Thomas Edwards, junr. 


Newport, Monmouthshire. 
2nd August 1806. 


There was growing resentment at the unnatural and 
unnecessary restrictions on the commerce of the port, but 
trade developments were too immature to justify a break 
from traditional control. Opposition to the proposals was 
strong and weighty, and for the time being, Cardiff influence 
prevailed. Local enterprise, however, continued with 
unabated vigour. Ina letter dated 4 January 1810, addressed 
to the Collector of Customs at Cardiff, Mr. Thomas Prothero, 
agent to Sir Charles Morgan, states :— 

Pillgwenlly has nearly a third of the shipping of the Port 
and as a subscription amounting to £120,000 is filled for the 
purpose of making a floating dock between the two places— 
Pillgwenlly and Newport—which will be commenced in the 


ensuing Spring, Pillgwenlly will have an equal share with Newport 
in the trade of the port. 


About this dock there is an element of mystery. In 
James Matthews’ ‘‘ Historic Newport; 1910,” the author 
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alludes to the subscription, states that the dock was con- 
structed, and gives as his authority the files of the Cambrian 
for 1810—1812 and the Monmouthshire Canal Act. But 
the location of the dock is not indicated, no specific informa- 
tion has been furnished, nor any clue provided whereby its 
identity might be established ; and further, apart from Mr. 
Prothero’s letter, there is nothing in official records concerning 
such a dock. Had it been built, its wharves and quays must 
have been approved by an Exchequer Commission, or special 
Commissioners, for the lading and unlading of cargo, but no 
such approval can be traced. Moreover, it is reasonable to 
assume that in 1822 when the Commissioners—Mr. Prothero 
was one—surveyed the port for the appointment of legal 
quays (see Appendix II.) some mention would have been 
made of a dock costing £120,000, had it been in existence. 
There may have been some improvement in the basins and 
pills in and adjoining the Monmouthshire Canal, but there 
is no proof that a floating dock was built at that time. 


In 1820 concerted action by the civic and commercial 
representatives culminated in a petition to the Treasury in 
the following terms :— 


To the Right Honourable, the Lords Commissioners of His 
Majesty’s Treasury, 

The humble Memorial of the Mayor, Aldermen, Merchants, 
Shipowners and others interested in the Trade of the Borough of 
Newport in the County of Monmouth, 

Sheweth, 


That the Trade of Newport has been progressively increasing 
during the last 25 years. 


That in the Year 1794 the Trade of Newport consisted chiefly 
of Two or Three Weekly Traders from thence to Bristol. 


That Newport now is one of the greatest shipping places of 
Coal, Iron and Tin in the Principality and the number of Coasting 
Vessels cleared out in the Year ended 5th July 1820 was 4211. 


That the Foreign Trade is also much increased, 49 Cargoes 
of Coals, Iron and Tin having been exported in the Year ended 
5th July exclusive of 687 for Ireland. 


That Your Memorialists labour under many disadvantages 
and much inconvenience occasioned by Newport being subject 
to the Port of Cardiff and not being placed upon an equal footing 
with its Neighbouring Ports. 


That the Merchants and Masters of Vessels are obliged to go 
to Cardiff (which is 12 miles distant) to make their Entries of all 


52 Commerce and Customs. 


Goods to and from Foreign parts, also on all Registry Business 
and change of Masters which occasions great delay and expense 
and is a very serious injury to the Trade of Newport, its Merchants 
not being able to transact their business on the same terms as if 
it were a free Port. 


That your Memorialists have every reason to believe if 
Newport were placed on the same footing with other Out Ports 
(many of which have not One Fourth of its Commerce) it would 
much benefit and improve the Trade thereof and facilitate the 
dispatch of public Business, 


Your Memorialists therefore humbly pray your Lordships 
will take their Case into consideration and make such Order and 
Arrangement therein as will cause Newport to be made a Free 
and Independent Port, and your Memorialists as in duty bound 
will ever pray, etc. :— 


William Brewer, Mayor; George Griffiths, Alderman; William 
Williams, Alderman ; John Williams, Alderman ; Abraham Jones, 
Alderman ; David Harrhy, Alderman; Henry Lewis, Alderman ; 
Benjamin Thomas, Alderman; Thomas Leyshon, Alderman ; 
Thomas Fothergill, Coal Merchant; Thomas Powell, Merchant 
and Ship Owner ; William Jones, Merchant and Ship Owner and 
Vice Consul for the Portuguese Dominions ; Edward Edmonds, 
Merchant ; John Lewis, Merchant ; Orlando Jones, Merchant and 
Owner; M. Moses, Merchant; William Williams, Merchant and 
Ship Owner; Robert Jones, Wine Merchant; Jeremiah James, 
Coal Merchant; Richard Jenkins, Merchant and Ship Owner ; 
Chas. Robinson, for Llanbydden Coal Co.; Robinson, Williams 
and Co., Merchants; R. Branthwaite, Cwm Dows Co.; Thomas 
Williams, Merchant ; Thomas George, Merchant ; Robert Gething, 
Merchant and Ship Owner; Robert Sallows, Ship Agent; Rd. 
Burton, Ship Owner; Charles H. Morgan, Ship Owner; James 
Knight, Ship Owner ; John Llewellin, For Devizees of late Benj. 
Hall, Esq. and Self ; For Sir Henry Prothero, Kt. ; T. Beckingham ; 
Henry Lewis, junr., Ship Owner ; Robert Thompson, Iron Master ; 
Joseph Bailey, Iron Master ; E. Frere, Iron Master ; W. H. Bevan, 
Iron Master; Watkin George, Iron Master; Thomas Hawkins, 
Tronmonger; John Nicholas, Glazier. 


Through the usual official channels the memorial came to 
the Collector and Comptroller of Customs at Cardiff for 
report. They were very critical and their analysis of the 
state of trade revealed several weak points in the case. 


The postcript to their report deserves reproduction :— 


P.S.:—On referring to the List of Applicants since our 
concluding remarks we find several of them are Bankers’ and 
Merchants’ Clerks, and the one signed Richard Burton was one 
of our Boatmen at Newport who on the 20th of May 1819 resigned 
his office for the sole reason that he was required to keep watch 
at the Watch House there, under the Acting Tide Surveyor ; and 
the number of signatures appear to be swelled by the signing of 
Father and Son separately in two or three places, as also by several 
petty tradesmen of the Town such as Glaziers, Ironmongers, etc., 
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who have no connection whatever with the shipping or Mercantile 
interest, and it may be proper to remark that the Mayor and 
Aldermen of these small Welsh towns are chiefly composed of 
people of this description, as is the case with us at Cardiff. 


The Commissioners called for an account of the number 
of vessels entered inwards and cleared outwards at Newport 


during the twelve months ended 10th October 1820, and a 
statement of the nature of their cargoes. These particulars 


Were :— 
Ireland. 
Number of ships Nature of cargoes 
Inwards 143 sa Ballast 
“A 73 A Cattle, Horses, Sheep and Pigs 
Outwards 550 ite Coal 
i 16 A Iron 
- 24 me Sundries 
Coastwise. 
Number of ships Nature of cargoes 
Inwards 3142 a Ballast 
A 1039 ee Sundries chiefly from Bristol and 
Bridgwater and a few cargoes 
of slate from Carnarvon and 
Cardigan 
Outwards 3578 Es Coal 
‘a 331 os Tron 
a 272 ae Sundries 


A further report in this connection showed that the annual 
average amount of duty upon Coal and Culm and Slate and 
Stone brought coastwise to Newport and paid to Principal 
Coast Officer there amounted to £429 11s. 7}d. 


And again: 


An account of the number of vessels with their cargoes, 
arrived Inwards and Laden Outwards at Newport from and to 
Foreign Parts, during the 12 months ended the 10th day of 
October 1820. 

Inwards. 


No. of Vessels. Nature of their Cargoes 


Timber from Memel 

Timber from British America 

Free goods from Guernsey and 
Jersey 

Goods liable to Ad Valorem duty 
from Irelan ‘ 

Ballast from Spain 


- Why 


Vessels 


[Sl 
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Outwards. 
No. of Vessels. Nature of their Cargoes. 
® 39 6 = we Iron tinned plates and a few 
ih sundries, 

14 6 es 20 Tron to fill up (the greater part 
of whose cargoes had been laden 
at Bristol). 

53 ae «e se To France, Portugal and the 
Mediterranean. 

3 - .. Coal to Newfoundland. 
1 Coal to British America. 
57 Vessels 


One of the prime factors in the prosperity of Newport 
was the provision in the Monmouthshire Canal Act whereby 
coal shipped at Newport could be delivered duty free to the 
port of Bridgwater and all ports eastward of the Holms. 
The effect was immediate. Newport soon obtained a 
monopoly of the Bridgwater traffic and the coal trade at 
Bristol and the Severn ports. Moreover, the rate of duty 
on coal (2/- per ton) enabled the merchants concerned to 
exploit the duty free privilege without losing an order, by 
charging an extra 1/6 per ton on coal delivered to ports east 
of the Holms, and offering a bounty of 1/- and 1/6 per ton 
on orders for Ireland and for ports west of the Holms, together 
with the further inducement of freedom from any Dockage 
or Harbour tax. These advantages, coupled with the good 
quality of the coal and expeditious lading, resulted in duty 
free shipments of 120,000 to 140,000 tons per annum. The 
London market took an interest in Monmouthshire coal. 
Cardiff and Swansea were severely hit by the ‘‘ Newport 
exemption ’’ which was stated to have been ‘‘ obtained by 
fraud and granted in injustice and violation of constitutional 
principles,” whilst a gentleman with important interests in 
Carmarthenshire Collieries asserted that he would suffer 
thereby a loss of £60,000, if not the ultimate ruin of 
himself and family. The Newport statistics speak for 
themselves :— 


i>. de i a | a 
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Coastwise. 
Year. Inwards. Outwards. ‘ 
Vessels Tons Men Vessels Tons Men 
*1795 295 12190 1023 243 = =11607 990 Mt 
1823 1207 58970 3369 5565 292782 i6669 


and the shipments of coal coastwise which were relatively 
insignificant in 1795 amounted in 1823 to no less than 256,795 


tons. 


The extension of Newport’s sphere of influence will be 
appreciated by the account of the ships from and to foreign 


parts in 1823. 


Entering 

inwards With cargo In ballast 
Kingdoms 

or States Ships Tons Men Ships Tons Men 
Treland .. 81 6975 401 420 37754 1680 
New 

Brunswick 2 470 24 
France .. —- _— —(British) 2 250 13 

(Foreign) 9 657 56 

Clearing ' 

outwards 
Belgium (B) iS 292 13 — —_ —_— 

(F) 3 306 17 — — — 

France (B) 4 178 8 — — — 
Ex Mediterr- 
aneanports(F) 13 980 82 — —_— -— 
France 
Mediterran- 

ean Ports(B) 1 90 6 = Se 
Portugal (B) x4 734 46 1 63 4 
Italy vizt. 
Kingdom of 

Sardinia (B) 1 136 8 — _ _— 
Papal e 
Territories (B) 1 95 6 = — — 
Kingdom 

of Naples (B) 6 613 41 — — —_ 
Island of 

Sicily (B) 7 925 55 — — — 
Turkey (B) 3 406 26 —_— — — 
Treland (B) 737 66243 3685 — — —_ 


*The year prior to the opening of the Monmouthshire Canal. 
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Jersey (B) 2 93 yi = — = 
America vizt. 
Newfound- 
land (B) 7 717 46 — — —_ 
New 
Brunswick (B) 1 136 i 1 235 12 
New 
England (B) 1 141 8 —_ _— _ 


The coal age had begun and with it came Customs problems 
novel and interesting. 


The unit for duty was the ‘‘ Chalder,”’ and shippers had to 
build their carts to contain some aliquot part of a chalder, 
viz., 6, 9, 12, or 18 bushels. 


On the 15th of March, 1811, arrangements were made to 
‘‘admeasure, mark and number”’ all carriages, carts and 
barrows used in shipping coal at Newport. The proprietors 
of the Monmouthshire Collieries willingly co-operated. They 
sent two tons of coal from each vein to the wharf at Waterside 
and attended with the Collector to measure and mark the 
vehicles. A set of tables for transposing tons to chalders 
was prepared for each colliery as the weight of a Winchester 
bushel varied from 86 Ibs. at Penyrhiw, to 90 lbs. Llanyddel, 
92 lbs. Cwymdee, 96 Ibs. Argoed, and 98 Ibs. Tredegar Coal 
Company. 

Even with these provisions, difficulties continually cropped 
up. Certain collieries weighed on the basis of 120 
Ibs. per cwt., and this entailed a loss to the revenue. 
Calculation by dead weight differed materially from 
calculation per Winchester bushel. Port practice was not 
uniform, for some officials, when checking, deemed the 
‘* bushel ” full when the coal was level with the top, whilst 
others included the cone above top level. Athough the 
‘* chalder ”’ was the unit, there was a considerable difference 
between the average weights for the South Wales coalfields 
where the standard was the Winchester Chalder of 36 bushels, 
and the Northumberland coalfields where the standard was 
the Newcastle Chalder of 68 bushels. Frequently check- 
weighing on discharge revealed a shortage on, or an excess 
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over, the quantity as shipped, and although the usual 
explanation was that the coal was wet when weighed in, or 
out, the most generous allowance for such a circumstance ~ 
failed to account for the discrepancy. 


Complaint was made that Newport agents took advantage 
of their duty free privileges to supply an inferior coal to 
markets east of the Holms and reserve their picked, superior 
products for competition with those of Cardiff and Swansea 
in the Irish and overseas trade, but this, however, was 
strenuously denied ; and the fact that foreign and coastwise 
trade increased beyond all expectations is a sufficient 
answer, 


The advance in the timber trade was the natural 
corollary to the development of mining. Pillgwenlly rose 
out of the ooze of the Usk. The population increased 
rapidly. Houses which cost the builder £59 were let 
at a rental of £9 9s. Od. per annum, and the demand 
exceeded the supply. Deals, battens, boards, fir, mahogany 
and pitprops from the Baltic and North America now became 
regular importations ; in addition to Messrs. R. Griffiths and 
Sons and Messrs. Brewer and Batchelor, a new company, 
Messrs. Foster and Co., was formed in 1804, the principals 
being William Foster, Anthony M. Hawkins, James Jenkins, 
Henry Brown, and Benjamin Thomas; and as there was 
““no lawful” quay, timber cargoes were discharged at 
unapproved wharves by special sufferance. 


The importations in 1821 included an item which presented 
a problem to the local Customs officials. On the 19th 
September the Benjamin, from Youghall, landed a cask of 
Trish copper coin to the value of £12. The coin was intended 
as part payment for a cargo of coals shipped by Powell and 
Williams, coal merchants, of Newport. As there was no 
precedent to guide the Principal Coast Officer, the coin was 
removed to the King’s Warehouse pending the decision of 
the Commissioners, who ruled that Irish copper coin was not 
prohibited to be imported into England, but was liable to a 
duty of ten per cent. as wrought copper. 
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The practicability of steam as a motive power for the 
mercantile marine was demonstrated in 1802, and in 1807 
Fulton made steam navigation a success by fitting a vessel 
with engines. Nine years later, an enterprising Newport 
engineer submitted to the public the following proposition 
in the form of a pamphlet. 


TO THE 
GENTLEMEN, LANDOWNERS, 
MANUFACTURERS, MERCHANTS, AND OTHER 
INHABITANTS, 
. OF 
NEWPORT, AND ITS VICINITY. 


This address on the propriety of erecting and establishing a 
communication between the Ports of Newport and Bristol, by a 
Vessel propelled by a STEAM ENGINE, is with much diffidence 
and respect, submitted by 


Their most obedient, 
and very humble Servant, 


WM. STEWART, 
ENGINEER AND MILL-WRIGHT. 


It would be frivolous to expatiate on the utility, or enter into 
details of the advantages arising from the application of VESSELS 
propelled by STEAM ENGINES, to carry Passengers and Goods 
from one Port to another, at a time when such vessels are not only 
introduced, but are now becoming General in many Ports of 
Great Britain, on the Lakes and Rivers in America, on several 
Rivers in the Continent of Europe, and in some cases on the 
Main Ocean: But of all the situations in which they have yet 
been introduced, it is probable there is none in which they have 
been employed with more, if equal advantage with that which 
might result from employing them between the Ports of Newport 
in Monmouthshire, and the City of Bristol. 


At present the communication and conveyance between 
these two places, is either by a tedious and uncertain passage in 
the Market Boats, which pass only once in the week, and conse- 
quently ill adapted for Persons (who value their time) going upon 
Business from the one place to the other, not to notice the very 
uncomfortable accommodation in such Vessels, their chief 
dependance being in the CARRIAGE OF GOODS. The other 
mode of conveyance, by the Coaches, if more expeditious and 
certain, is too expensive for the majority of Travellers, and even 
those who can afford to go as outside Passengers, are exposed to 
all the inclemencies of the Weather, nor are even inside Passengers 
exempt from this Evil, when they are forced to come out of a 
warm Coach (or Carriage if a Gentlemans Family), and embark 
at the Passage in an open Boat, exposed to the piercing winds of 
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the Seveyn, and often washed with its muddy waves, both being 
pregnant with the most baneful effects to Persons of weak con- 
stitution. So that at present there is no moderately cheap, 
expeditious, and comfortable mode of Travelling between the 
Town of Newport and Bristol, which must be highly injurious to 
the Trade of Newport, or rather, the Trade would be much 
facilitated and improved, by the erection of a more cheap, ex- 
peditious, and comfortable means of Travelling than now exists. 

But as this must appear evident to every person in Business 
(particularly), who is there, that would not give his firmest support 
in accomplishing an object of so great importance to the Community 
at large, and to every Individual in particular, as it respects his 
own accommodation ? 


Impressed with an Idea that all will approve of the Plan, I 
now earnestly recommend the GENTLEMEN of Spirit, in Newport 
and its Vicinity, to give this feeble address their serious con- 
sideration, and let a Meeting of those who may feel disposed to 
encourage the undertaking, be convened without delay, to frame 
such Rules, and Regulations as may be necessary, and open a 
Subscription to carry the same into effect: by this to set an 
example before the Citizens of Bristol, who so much want Vessels 
of this kind to ply in the Bristol River, to accommodate their 
Trade, by hauling or towing Vessels of all descriptions, clear off 
the land in the times of contrary wind. 


It is proposed, to have a Vessel of Seventy Tons Burthen, 
a STEAM ENGINE in Power equal to Twenty Horses, and to 
expend £2000, to render the whole as complete and commodious 
as possible. 


That there shall be two Cabins, the best of which beside 
being fitted up in an elegant manner, shall be furnished with a 
Library of Select Books, a Popular Magazine, some interesting 
Pamphlets, and a Daily Newspaper ; several Maps of the Neigh- 
bouring Counties, a Telescope, etc. 


That there shall be provided also for the accommodation of 
Passengers, refreshment as may suit, but that the same be disposed 
of in limited quantities to ensure decorum among the Passengers. 


That the Steward of the Vessel shall particularly attend to 
the Comforts of the Passengers, in every respect throughout the 
voyage, and see the Rules and Regulations hereafter to be made, 
properly enforced. 


That the Charge for Passengers in the best or after Cabin be 
five shillings each, and that in the Second best or fore cabin, 
two shillings each. 


That the above Sum (£2000) be raised in Shares of £20 each, 
making in all 100 Shares, that any one Person may purchase one 
or more Shares; but that no person possessing less than Five 
Shares shall be considered qualified to have a vote in the manage- 
ment of the Companies Capital: and that a Committee shall be 
Annually elected from among the Company of Managers, to 
superintend, and watch over the interest of the Newport Steam 
Boat Trading Company. 


Sir. As every person connected with the Bristol Trade, and 
the welfare of Newport, is most essentially interested in the success 
of this Establishment; I entertain much confidence in your Zeal 


—s -_ ~~ i ie se) ee ee ae 
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to promote it. by influencing your Friends to come forward in its 
ni habe as well as by your own Subscription, which will be much 
steemed. 


I am, very respectfully, 
Sir, Your most obedient and very humble Servant, 


CALCULATIONS OF COSTS AND RETURNS. 


Interest on £2000, at 5 per cent. .........-..-20+ £100 0 0 

Hands on Board, 1 Steward at £100 per Annum .. 100 0 0 
do. 1 Captain or Pilot, and 1 Engineer, 

i UINOACL s5.c- she se enon Sh pcan orate era 160 0 0 

do. 2 Seamen at £50 ditto ........ 100 0 0 

do. Zz Boys! at 2I0 GittOr. 600. e520 60 0 0 

Tallow, Hemp, and Oil for Engine and Machinery.... 30 0 0 

Coals used for the Engine .............seeeeeeee 100 0 0 

Occasional repairs 95%. Siecsys aie oes are's » clot wie sislvia ees ee 30 0 0 

piniarg <i Dirt: gill) CPS PREIS rc SOL EIA TCO Ri 100 0 0 

Total Annual Expenses .............. 780 0 0 


To meet these expenses would require each day :— 
six best Cabin Passengers at five shillings—£468 
per Annum; ten second best Passengers at two 
shillings—£312 per Annum,...........seeeeeeeee 780 0 0 


5000 


But the average number of Passengers going to, and coming 
from Bristol, by the Coaches and Market Boats, are moderately 
estimated at Twenty per Day going, and Twenty returning ; 
exclusive of those who go, and come from the interior of the 
Country, on Horseback and on foot, by the Passages. 


Admitting that of the former kind, there would be, Eight 
best or after Cabin passengers, and Twelve second best, or fore 
Cabin Passengers ; and making Six Trips each week, viz., Three 
going to Bristol, and Three coming back ; and consequently taking 
only one half of the Passengers, the Returns would then be, 


Eight after Cabin Passengers per day, 


at five shillings each ............ £624 0 0 
Twelve fore Cabin Passengers per day, 
at two shillings each ............ 374 8 0 


£998 8 0 


And the Vessel being constructed to have a room or 
hold, to contain Twenty Tons of Parcels or other light 
Goods :—Suppose it to be loaded with Ten Tons each 
Trip, the returns on Goods will thus be, Sixty Tons 


per week, at Ten Shillings per ton, per Annum to....1500 0 0 
Total Annual Returns .....2..cccessccses 2558 8 0 
(ATINGal COSTS: —csrertiete eauarcle’e e's Sivislpielvreciaisince 780 0 0 
Annual Returns—net ........0ccscecees £1778 8 0 
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It is further proposed that the Profits after paying Subscribers 
at the rate of Ten Per Cent, be as soon as possible applied to build 
another Vessel, and thus establish a regular Passage every Day. 


Newport, Monmouthshire. 
October Ist, 1816. 
Printed by Evan Lewis, Newport. 


The first steamer to come up the Usk was the Bristol 
owned Cambria, in 1822. She was engaged on a daily 
passenger service between Newport and Bristol, and this — 
was augmented in the following year by the Lady Rodney, 
583+ register tonnage, built and engined at Liverpool 
for a small company of business and professional men in 
Newport and Pontypool. Her master was William Young 
and she carried a crew of eight. These vessels were the 
forerunners of that vast fleet of merchantmen propelled by 
steam which, in the course of time, transformed the trade 
and industry of the port. The Lady Rodney made twelve 
‘““voyages’”’ per week to Bristol in summer, and as a rule 
the cross channel trip occupied four and a half hours. In 
winter the service was curtailed by one half. She served 
her owners for thirty-one years and eventually was broken 
up in 1854. 

An interesting item in local port charges was the Anchorage 
duties. These were Mayor’s Dues levied by ‘‘ immemorial 
usage” on Prussian vessels, thus :— 


SOT APRLOUD iaisn dikiecs, ajalecetals|ciaaveats brulee! « 1 
ay LIE (OL SCUOONET © xqiewiens v'ce.c.0 4 
BE RUMI 1 Slain} aaroicye arate v gio envare si atere. 6 


On a Prussian vessel of 200 tons the charge was 4/- and 
on a British vessel of similar tonnage 2/-. It is difficult to 
reconcile the charges with ‘‘ immemorial usage” as, apart 
from the Good Inient, the Gimle, and the Cybele, which 
arrived with timber from the Baltic in the early years of the 
century, there are no records which suggest Prussian vessels — 
calling at Newport. Possibly the expression ‘‘ immemorial 
usage’ is an exaggeration. On the other hand the charges 
may have been fixed in anticipation of commerce which did 
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not materialise ; or with equal possibility they may have 
been dues on shipping in the days before statistics. 


Another Port charge was the mastage due levied by the 
Corporation at the rate of two shillings per mast on foreign 
vessels and one shilling per mast on British vessels. The 
legality of the charge was questionable and formed the 
subject of an action at the County Assizes in 1832. The dues, 
however, were enforced until 1836, when they were abolished 
by the Newport Harbour Act, 6 William IV. cap. 66. 


The trade boom which followed the opening of the 
Monmouthshire Canal had raised the commercial status of 
Newport as second only to Bristol, in the west country, and 
her legitimate demands for independence could no longer 
be denied. On the 12th of June, 1822, Commissioners were 
appointed ‘‘ for setting out the Port of Newport.” The full 
text of the Commission and Return is in Appendix II. 


The Commissioners did their work well and truly. They 
settled the limits of the port to include the coastline from 
the river Rumney to Redwick Pill, and appointed as lawful 
quays and wharfs, Cinder Hill Wharf, and that stretch of 
river bank known as Waterside Wharf occupied by the 
Moderator Boat Company, Robert Gething, and Joseph 
and Crawshay Bailey. 


The findings of the Commission were adopted and became 
operative on the Ist of May, 1823, when Newport was freed 
from the dead hand of Cardiff and in a position to work out 
her destiny. 


CHAPTER VI. 


1823—1850. 


In the Customs list of ports, Newport was placed in the 
sixth class. From an official standpoint the main question 
was not the justification of her independence, but how soon 
her status would be improved. Commerce increased steadily 
as the minerals of Monmouthshire found their way into the 
markets of the world. In ten years the foreign trade of 
Newport extended from the northern ports of Russia to 
Canada and Newfoundland. The United States were the 
best customers, with France a good second, and the countries 
on the Mediterranean sea in close competition. In the same 
period, coastwise clearances outwards advanced from 386,591 
tons to 477,014 tons. Newport could boast of men of vision, 
“merchant venturers,” who saw opportunities and used 
them to benefit themselves and the community. Following 
much negotiation, Parliamentary action was taken, and, on 
the 21st July 1835, royal assent was given to an Act for 
making and maintaining a Dock and other Works in the 
Port of Newport, in the County of Monmouth, with a Railway 
and Stone Road therefrom. 


The preamble is unique and interesting. 


ANNO QUINTO & SEXTO. 
GULIELMI IV. REGIS. 


Cap. Ixxv. 
An Act for making and maintaining a Dock and other Works 


in the Port of NEWPORT in the County of MONMOUTH, with 
a Railway and Stone Road therefrom. (21st July 1835). 


WHEREAS the Trade of the Sea-port of NEWPORT in the 
County of Monmouth has of late Years considerably increased, 
but large vessels cannot conveniently use the said Port for Want 
of proper Accommodation : And whereas the making and main- 
taining a commodious Wet Dock within the said Port, with 
sufficient Locks, Piers, and other Works, for the safe and 
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convenient harbouring and Passage of Ships and other Véssels 
into and out of the said Dock, and the making and maintaining 
of a Railway or Tram-road and of a Stone Road from the said 
Dock, in the Manner herein-after mentioned, all in the County of 
MONMOUTH, would tend in a great degree to remedy the Evil 
before mentioned, and to improve in Value the Mineral and other 
Estates situate near the said Town of NEWPORT, and generally 
to increase the Commercial Prosperity of a large Portion of the 
County of MONMOUTH, and the same would be in other respects 
of great public Benefit and Utility: And whereas the several 
persons herein-after named are willing, at their own Costs and 
Charges, to carry into execution the said Undertaking; but the 
same cannot be effected without the Authority of Parliament: 
May it therefore please Your Majesty that it may be enacted ; 
and be it enacted by the King’s most Excellent Majesty, by and 
with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and Commons, in the present Parliament assembled, and by the 
Authority of the same, That HENRY SOMERSET commonly 
called the Marquis of Worcester, JOHN JONES, PHILIP JONES, 
RICHARD BLAKEMORE, SIR CHARLES MORGAN Baronet, 
the Company commonly called the TREDEGAR Wharf Company, 
GEORGE OLIVER, AARON CROSFIELD, SAMUEL 
HOMFRAY, WILLIAM JONES, REGINALD JAMES 
BLEWITT, JOHN OWEN, FRANCIS McDONNELL and 
HENRY MOSTYN, JOSEPH LATCH, THOMAS PROTHERO 
and THOMAS PHILLIPS the younger, THOMAS POWELL, 
JOHN JENKINS, WILLIAM CONWAY, SUMMERS 
HARFORD, CHARLES LLOYD HARFORD, GEORGE JONES, 
STEPHEN RICHARDS, JAMES STREET, WILLIAM 
PERKINS, WILLIAM WATKINS, JOSEPH BEAUMONT, 
JACOB R. NICHOLAS, THOMAS WALL, EDWARD HARRIS 
PHILLIPS, WILLIAM BURFIELD, WILLIAM TOWNSEND, 
JOHN CORNER, BENJAMIN BATCHELOR, EVAN PROSSER, 
ROBERT PYNE, THOMAS WEDLAKE, JOHN LEWIS, 
WILLIAM WILLIAMS, WILLIAM WILLIAMS, _ junior, 
THOMAS ROBERT WILLIAMS, JOHN YOUNG, JAMES 
MORGAN, MORGAN MORGAN, WILLIAM EDWARDS, 
EVAN MORGAN, DANIEL TOMBS, JOHN FLETCHER, 
LEWIS THOMAS, ROSSER THOMAS, WILLIAM PHILLIPS, 
FREDERICK JUSTICE, GEORGE REYNOLDS NEW, 
EDMUND JONES, JOHN CHURCH, JOHN MILNER, and 
HENRY WEBBER, and all other Persons and Bodies Politic 
and Corporate who have subscribed or shall hereafter subscribe 
towards the said Undertaking, and their several and respective 
Successors and Assigns, shall be and they are hereby united into 
one Body Politic and Corporate for making and maintaining the 
said Dock, Ways, Roads, and other Works by this Act authorised 
by the Name and Style of ‘‘ The NEWPORT Dock Company,” 
and by that Name shall have perpetual Succession and a Common 
Seal, and by that Name shall and may sue and be sued, and shall 
also have Power and Authority to purchase Lands, Tenements, and 
Hereditaments to them, their Successors and Assigns, for the 
Use of the said Dock, Ways, Roads, and other Works, without 
incurring any of the Penalties or Forfeitures of the Statutes of 
Mortmain, and shall also have Power to bargain, sell, and dispose 
of any of the said Lands, Tenements, and Hereditaments to be 
purchased by them in manner by this Act authorised. 
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II. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for 
the said NEWPORT Dock Company, and they are hereby fully 
authorized and empowered, by themselves, their Deputies, Agents, 
Officers, Contractors, Workmen, and Servants, to make and 
construct a commodious Dock for the Reception of Ships and 
other Vessels in the said Port of NEWPORT, and also such Locks, 
Piers, and other Works and Conveniences as shall be deemed 
necessary by the said Dock Company for the safe and convenient 
Entrance and Egress of Ships and other Vessels into and from the 
said Dock, and for supplying the said Dock with Water, and also 
such proper Wharfs, Quays, Warehouses, Landing Places, Cranes, 
Weighing Machines, Reservoirs, and other Works and Conveniences 
as shall be deemed necessary by the said Dock Company. 


In the following year the Harbour Commissioners were 
called into being by 6 Wm. IV., cap. 66, an Act for regulating, 
preserving and improving the Port or Harbour of Newport. 
It was a timely measure for the proper government and 
conservancy of the port, for the official records show :— 


Foreign. 
Inwards. Outwards. 
Ships Tons Men Ships Tons Men 
With cargo 44 6281 328 189 21137 1258 
In ballast 94 8704 509 8 2003 85 
Coasters.* 
Trish trade 179 15959 823 1111 97634 5827 


Other trade 1219 73018 2942 6030 319901 19167 


Thus, with the harbour properly controlled, and the Town 
Dock under construction, Newport was making a bold bid 
for Bristol Channel traffic. 


In October, 1838, the authorised Customs agent produced 
the Customs Bill of Entry for the week as a single sheet 
publication of foolscap size under the title :— 


THE NEWPORT MERCANTILE PRESENTMENT OR 
BILL OF ENTRY, Published every Tuesday under the Authority 
of the Queen’s Letters Patent, Edited by the Deputy Patentee, 
Printed and Distributed by Henry Webber, High Street, New- 
port, who will receive subscriptions and to whom applications 
and communications on the subject may be made. 


Annual Subscription. One pound ten shillings. To be 

paid Half Yearly. 
A single copy could be purchased for sevenpence halfpenny. 
The first issue, which appeared on October 31st, contained 


*Note.—No statistics were kept of Coasters ‘‘ inwards” in ballast. 
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the following information respecting the commerce of the 
port for the week ended 28th October, 1838. 


Imports. 
Vessel From Cargo 
Recovery Quebec 18 pieces Oak timber, 13 elm, 
79 red pine, 222 white pine, 
1017 deals, 12 cords lath- 
wood 
Mary Ann , 402 barrels Oats 
Happy Return Bristol 10 pieces pine, 6 oak, 671 deals 
Forestey oy 600 deals 
Sea Flower Gloucester 20 cwt. cheese 
Robert and Ann +s 20 tons metal 
Gazelle Swansea 57 kilderkins porter 
Caroline Gloucester 3 tons metal, 10 tons pig iron 
Success London 200 carboys vitriol, 35 casks 
letharge, 100 barrels flour 
Nancy Dungarvon 60 cows, 50 sheep 
Robert Lawe Cork 100 sheep 
William Brown Pe 25 cows, 10 pigs 
Industry Youghal 17 cows, 57 sheep, 2 pigs 
Ann Falmouth Iron ore 
Mayra Padstow i. 
Lydia Plymouth 3 
Charles Rashleigh Falmouth +3 
Unity Padstow Ms 
Richard and Jane Fowey 
Coronation ay a 
Mary Padstow - 
Charlotte and 
Hannah Fowey a 
Vessels with General Cargo. 
Lioness from London 
Moderator » Bristol 
Bristol Packet ” ” 
Mary ” ” 
George ae 7 
Tredegar PA #2 
Fanny > os 
Swift ” ” 
Caerleon i % 
Turtle is $3 
Swift » Chepstow 
Newport Trader », Gloucester 
Exports. 
Vessel For Cargo Merchant 
Industry Galway 140 tons bar G. Gething 
and rod iron 
Ann Belfast 30 tons bark T. Powell 
Emma Rotterdam 270 tons rail Thompson & 


iron Forman 


Vessel 
Catherina 


Miss Smith 
Adelaide 


Avontuur 


Johanna 
Fredevike 


Tressina 
Richard and 
Sarah 
Spread Eagle 
Mary Ann 
Jeune Paul 
Jeune 
Frederike 
Jantina 
Roelfina 
Preston 


Betsey and 
Isabella 


Nais 
Elizabeth 


John 


Gomer 


Robert 


Mary Ann 
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Exports. 


For 


Rotterdam 
Runcorn 


Newry 
Amsterdam 


Altona 
Dordt 
Aldbro 


Bowling Bay 
Cork 


Rouen 


” 


Rotterdam 
London 


Arbroath 


Liverpool 


Sunderland 


Liverpool 


Cargo 


100 tons pig iron 
90 tons pig iron 

50 tons bar iron 

20 tons bark 


134 tons bar iron 
6 tons hoop iron 
180 tons bar iron 
70 tons bar iron 


100 tons bar iron 

13 tons pig iron 

5 tons hoop iron 

68 tons bar and 
rod iron 

20 tons pig iron 

58 tons pig iron 


25 tons bar iron 


146 tons coal 
146 tons bar iron 


146 tons bar iron 
315 tons coal 


88 tons rail iron 
34 tons iron 


15 tons bar iron 
5 tons tin plates 
220 tons iron 

20 sacks wool 
150 tons bar iron 


100 tons bar iron 


20 tons pig iron 

96 tons bar iron 

44 tons Anchor 
palms 

78 tons bar and 
pig iron 

100 tons bar iron 

40 tons pig iron 


30 tons cable 
iron 

23 tons cable 
iron 

76 tons iron 

3 pieces wool, 
9 cwt. 


Merchant 


Bailey Bros. 
G. Gething 
Harford & Co. 
Stonehouse 

& Co. 
Bailey Bros. 


Rumney & Co. 

Thompson & 
Forman 

Bailey Bros. 


G. Gething 


Blaenavon 
Tron Co. 
Thompson & 
Forman 
W. H. Phelps 
Bailey Bros. 


Bailey Bros. 


Newport & 

Pill Coal Co. 
Varteg Iron Co. 
Blaenavon 

Tron Co. 

R. Hunt & Co. 


Varteg Iron Co. 
J. Corner & Co. 
Blaenavon 
Tron Co. 
Thompson & 
Forman 


Varteg Iron Co. 
W. Russell 


Blaenavon 

Iron Co. 
Harfords & Co. 
Russell & 

Brown 
Blaenavon 

Tron Co. 
Blaenavon 

Iron Co. 
Varteg Iron Co. 
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Exports. 
Vessel For Cargo Merchant 
Benjamin London 22 tons pipes 
33 tons pig iron H. Perkins 
66 tons bar iron G. Gething 
Magnet Ipswich 105 tons bar iron Harfords & Co. 
Packet 
Forester Bristol 29 tons bark D. Davies 
Hope 4 30 tons oak T. Powell 
timber 
Six Brothers Liverpool 96 tons bar iron MHarfords & Co. 
Jeune Rouen 65 tons coal Wied weke 
Baptiste Phelps 
Shamrock Youghal 45 tons bar iron Harfords & Co. 
33 tons coal R. Welsh 
7 Perseverance - 13 tons bar iron Ann Rees & Co. 
47 tons coal 
Clasiena Amsterdam 13 tons bar iron Bailey Bros. 
Margareta 97 tons pig iron 
Blaina Gloucester 50 tons coak Russell & 
Brown 


Coal shipped coastwise. 


To Ireland. Except to Ireland: 
Tons Tons 
Newport & Pillgwenlly Coal Co. 3625 3671 
J. F. Hanson 440 818 
W. & R. Thomas 215 253 
R. Welsh 685 70 
Ann Rees & Co, 697 — 331 
Tredegar Coal Co. 320 469 
W. T. H. Phelps 166 364 
J. Corner & Co. — 223 
James Poole, junr. — 225 
Monmouthshire Iron & Coal Co. — 96 
; Corn brought coastwise except from Ireland. 
oF C. Wall 170 sacks flour, 8 sacks malt 
a Harfords & Co. 54 - +5 
Anthony Phillips 260 oF s 
Lobbett & Son 75 5 a 
To order 425 sacks, 62 quarters flour, 40 sacks wheat, 


20 quarters barley, 12 quarters beans. 
50 sacks malt. 


107 vessels arrived at this Port in the week. 


The Newport Mercantile Presentment came out as a double 
sheet with its 30th issue, and in No. 35 and subsequently, 
news items were published. In the main they consisted of 
arrivals of Newport ships at foreign ports, but occasionally 
there were paragraphs of special interest as follows :— 


at 
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Week ending 23rd June 1839. 


We have this week the melancholy task to record of the loss 
of the schooner Somerset, Captain Towels, on her voyage from this 
port to Bridgwater laden with coal. She went down near the 
Holms on Thursday evening the 20th instant in a sudden storm 
of wind, thunder, and lightning, and all on board perished. 


Messrs. Curtis, Gunpowder Manufacturers, have given notice 
of their intention to apply at the next quarter sessions for a 
licence to erect a new powder magazine at Cold Harbour Reach, 
in consequence of the present magazine not being a sufficient 
distance from the town. 


Week ending 29th September 1839. 


The Virgil made her voyage from Newport to Miramichi 
and back in the short space of three months. 


In the 52nd issue the publisher informed the subscribers 


““ Feeling a lively interest for the prosperity of the trade of 
Newport, I have fitted up a bonded yard for all sorts of foreign 
wood goods, for the accommodation of the trade generally, which 
is ready to receive goods. Terms may be had on application at 
the yard adjoining the Custom House.” 


Week ending 16th November 1839. 


The Lewis, Brummage, arrived at Plymouth from Prince 
Edward’s Island, reports that the ship Lantarnam Abbey of 
Newport, and the brig Clytha were to be launched at George 
Town, Prince Edward’s Island, the former on September 24th 
and the latter on October Ist. 


Week ending 5th April 1840. 


The Great Western (Steamer) arrived from New York to 
Bristol in 14} days bringing 51 passengers and 5000 Mexican 
dollars. She made her passage to New York in 15} days. 


Week ending 19th April 1840. 


Launch. On Thursday last a fine schooner called the 
Rival about 220 tons burthen, was launched from the building 
yard of Mr. John Young of this port. 


The Great Western steamship sailed from King Road for 
New York on Wednesday evening at 7.0 o’clock. The express 
from London, with the morning papers to go by her, left the 
Railway station at Paddington at half past six in the morning, 
reached Reading (40 miles) at half past seven, the remainder 
distance to Cumberland Basin (82 miles) was performed by horses 
in 6 hours and 35 minutes. The Great Western takes out 112 
passengers, and a cargo of silks and general measurement goods, 

The average price of grain for the week ending April 14th :— 
Wheat 68/11, Barley 39/11, Oats 25/2. 


Week ending 26th April 1840. 


The ship Florist belonging to this port, Captain Andrews, 
from London, arrived at Sydney, New South Wales, October 
26th 1839, with 208 government emigrants in a very healthy 
state. They consisted chiefly of agriculturists, with a few brick- 
makers and mechanics. 
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Week ending 3lst May 1840. 


A letter has just been received at Greenock from Captain 
Shaw of the Kilblain of that port written in Lat. O. 15 N ; Long. 
17. 47 W., and dated the 5th April. The Kilblain had been in 
company for twelve days with the Mandayin, Convict Ship, from 
London, with John Frost and his associates on board, during 
which time the winds were so light that the vessels could not 
proceed at a greater rate than 20 miles a day. Captain Shaw 
says ‘‘I had the pleasure of dining on board the Mandarin and 
of conversing with Messrs. Frost, Jones, and Williams. Frost 
says he would far sooner have been executed ; but they are very 
penitent. He is a decent nice looking old man.” We believe 
these are the first tidings received of these persons since their 
departure from England. 


Week ending 26th July 1840, 


The Mandarin, Convict Ship, with Frost, Jones, and Williams 
on board, which sailed from Falmouth 28th February last, arrived — 
at Simon’s Bay, Cape of Good Hope, on the 4th of May. 


The Town Dock was opened on the 10th October. 1842, 
and two years later foreign trade reached a point which, so 
far as outward traffic is concerned, was not surpassed until 
1850. : 


The statistics deserve quotation :— 


Year 1844. 
From and to Foreign parts. , 
Inwards. Outwards. 
Ships Tons Men Ships Tons Men 
With cargo 51 9994 456 955 156077 8064 
In ballast - 353 «50654 2709 6 1886 78 


France, Holland, and Spain, were the chief European 
customers. Mediterranean traffic was well maintained, 
thirteen vessels representing 4,900 tons cleared outwards 
with cargo for Asiatic ports, but the most remarkable feature 
was the growth of trade with the West Indies, 103 vessels 
of which 70 were British, conveyed Monmouthshire coal 
and other products to Barbadoes, Grenada, Jamaica, Trinidad, 
Bermuda, Demerara, Berbice, Cuba, and St. Thomas. 


The development of Newport and District, and the famine 
in Ireland, caused a great influx of Irish workers, and, from 
1825 to 1850, there was a regular passenger traffic between 
Southern Ireland and South Wales. Typical reports are 
as follows :— . 


f 
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18th April 1835, the sloop Joseph from Clonakilty to Newport, 
30 pigs, 68 passengers. 

_ 18th February 1848. Arrived at Newport on the Argyle of Cork 
from Clonakilty :—3 cows, 2 horses, 20 sheep, 2 tons of 
potatoes, 64 adults and 36 children of whom 20 were 
under seven years old. 


(This vessel had no licence to carry passengers). 


9th June 1848. The Catherine of Cork from Clonakilty arrived 
with 89 passengers in excess of her authorised number. 
She was observed to be landing passengers two miles 
below the Watch House. 


In March 1849 William Sutton, master of the Mary of 
Cork, was prosecuted for bringing more than 20 passengers. 
Evidence was given by two passengers, who proved that 
when the vessel left Cork there were 46 passengers on board, 
that 17 were put ashore:in a boat at the mouth of the Usk, 
and that a number were forced overboard into the mud near 
the lighthouse. Later in the year, Jasper Travers, master 
of the schooner James of Kinsale, was charged with conveying 
197 passengers, viz. :—119 adults and 78 children, when his 
vessel was only licensed to carry 98. His cargo included 30 
sheep and 16 horses. 

As a rule the Irish settlers came over in coal vessels or 
cattle ships, most of which were not provided with lifeboats 
or lifebuoys, and it was a common practice to land far below 
the town, because the vessel was either not licensed or carrying 
a number in excess of her licence. Further, there was the 
fear of abuse by the inhabitants, who were incensed because 
the Irish element had caused the Poor Rates to be greatly 
increased. The position was such that the Medical Officer 

-of Newport Union complained to the Sanitary Committee 

that considerable numbers of Irish people, in a destitute 
and diseased state, arrived during the last week in October 
1848 ; and as a result the Commissioners of Customs were 
requested to adopt measures to prevent infringement of 
passenger licences. . 

The approval of Newport as a bonding port for wood goods 
in 1832, and for wines and spirits in 1835, enabled local 
importers and merchants to trade under the most advan- 


tageous conditions, as wharves and yards for timber, and. 


+ 
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vaults and warehouses for wines and spirits, were specially 

approved, and these privileges contributed not a little to the 

prosperity of the town and neighbourhood. For bonding 

wood goods three yards were approved, the proprietors 

being Messrs. T. B. Batchelor, E. Jones *& Co., and the 

Newport Timber & Slate Co., later J. J. Nicholas & Co.; 

and for warehousing wines and spirits the premises approved 

were: No. 5 Vault in Skinner Street, No. 6 Vault in High 

Street, No. 14 Warehouse in Corn Street, No. 18 Warehouse 

in Commercial Buildings, No. 22 Warehouse in Market 

Street, No. 23 Warehouse in Skinner Street. Later, in 

addition or substitution, were warehouses in Fothergill 

Street, Market Street, Griffin Street, Dolphin Street, and — 
Dock Street, and Vaults under Victoria Chambers, the - 
Masonic Hall, and in Baneswell Road. So eager were 

merchants to obtain privileges that applications were made 

regardless of the suitability of the premises, and many were 

rejected on these grounds. <= 


The principal warehouse proprietors were Mr. C. Cairns, 
Mr. D. Harrhy, Mr. H. Morse, Messrs. Benson & Maddocks, 
Messrs. Stonehouse & Co., Mr. W. Townsend, Mr. W. Pugsley, 
Mr. J. L. Lloyd, Messrs. R. Burton & Sons, Fornacon & 
Phillips, Frazer & Co., and T. Dawson. 


The port of Newport was raised to the fifth class in 1844 ; 
and the first half of the nineteenth century closed with its 
commerce on the flood of the tide. The record for 1850 
shows :— ' 

From and to foreign parts. 


Inwards. Outwards. 
Ships Tons Men Ships Tons Men 
With cargo 133. 18781 950 708 170867 3463 
In ballast 88 28962 1124 6 1035 40 


e . 
Coastwise traffic was below the best which was in 1847, 
viz. :— , . 
Inwards. * : . Outwards. 
Ships. Tons Men Ships Tons Men 
1840 92811 7243 7710 424386 27172 


r 
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By a strange 0 versight the special committee of the Dock 
Commissionets BP vonsible for carrying out the requirements 
of the Act of 1835 omitted to obtain Treasury approval of 
the Dock, and for six years the lading and unlading of vessels 
at its wharves was carried on without legal authority. The 
position was rectified by Treasury Warrant, particulars of 
which were published (as required by law) in the London 
Gazetie on 29th December 1848. What the Dock meant to 
Newport is more easily imagined than described. The 
statistics already furnished are indicative of evolution from 
a minor to a major port, from a small township to a thriving 
borough. British ships left the Usk outward bound for the 
_ Seven Seas. -Cargoes from Uskside were destined to the 
Far East and Far West, and from the mines and furnaces of 
Monmouthshire, coal and iron went through Newport round 
the Cape of Good Hope and Cape Horn to the ports of China 
and Peru, ‘ 


CHAPTER VII. 


THE ROMANCE OF BURTON’S WHARVES. 


In 1795 there lived in a cottage.on Waterside and within: 
a stone’s throw of the old Moderator Wharf, Richard Burton, 
a boatman in His Majesty’s Customs Service. He was a 
man of stocky build, and, in appearance, a typical son of the 
sea. His knowledge of the river was second to none, and, in > 
the Customs yawl, he patrolled the Usk faithfully and 
efficiently from Caerleon to the Severn. On more than one 
occasion his zeal for the revenue placed him in danger, and 
particularly when he was in hot pursuit of smugglers. He 
was strong minded and fearless, and this characteristic 
eventually led him to resign his position in the King’s 
service. 

In the early part of 1819 there was dissatisfaction amongst 
the Customs boatmen because of an order requiring them to 
do duty in the Watch-house. Richard Burton held that he 
was not a Watcher but a boatman, and, as such, his duty 
was on the river. The situation became acute, but rather 
than submit he preferred to resign, and, on the 20th May, 
1819, his official career terminated. In less than a year he 
purchased a little coasting vessel and commenced business 
as a shipowner, trading regularly with Bristol and ready to 
go anywhere if a cargo was on offer. 

For a quarter of a century the Monmouthshire Canal had 
been the connecting link by which trade and commerce were 
developing between the Western Valleys and Newport. 
As soon as it was opened a horse drawn market boat, owned 
by David Jones, started a twice weekly service from Newport 
to Risca, Cross Keys, Abercarn, and Crumlin, and Richard 
Burton was well aware of the large and increasing volume of 
merchandise from Bristol conveyed by the market boat to. 
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the townships which had grown up around the mines. One _ 
of his early transactions as a shipowner was to secure a part 
of this trade, and, as his relationship with David Jones was 
very friendly, the Bristol Packet Wharf, of which Richard 


Burton was the occupier, became the point from, and to’ 


which, the market boat transhipped its cargo. 


Incidentally the market boat service between Newport 
and Crumlin continued without a break from about 1796 to 
1915. During the greater part of this long trading association 
it was carried on by members of the Jones family; and 
right to the end, when the service was in other hands, the 
trading name was Jones & Co. At the outbreak of the 
Great War the canal boatmen enlisted, and served on the 
French canals around Dunkirk. In 1915 the service ceased. 
A photograph of the last canal boat, taken at the wharf 
prior to ) its final trip, is a treasured possession of Mr. George 
Jobbins, of Newport, formerly manager of Burton’s Wharves 
and owner of the boat. 


One of Richard Burton’s earliest ventures as a shipowner 
was the purchase, in 1825, of the Bristol Packet, a sloop of 
49 tons register, built at Newport in 1819. His father, 
Richard Burton, senior, joined with him as part owner. 
Two years later he acquired the Mary, a sloop of 49 tons, 
built at Chepstow in 1817. In 1833 he commissioned John 
Johns, of Newport, to build the Bristol Packet No. 2, register 
64 tons. The Bristol Packet No. 1 and the Mary were sold 
in 1837, and in their place he brought the Bristol Packet 
No. 3, a smack of 35 tons, built to his order by John Roberts, 
shipbuilder, at Brockweir. Then followed the Norman, a 
schooner of 75 tons, built by Willmett and Hall, at Newport, 
in 1841; the smack Burton, 52 tons, built by John Young 
at Newport in 1848 ; the smack Edgar, 57 tons, constructed 
at John Cook’s yard in 1851; the sloop Emily Maria, 61 
tons, in 1853; and the ketch Victoria, 58 tons, in 1854. 

With the exception of the Norman, which was wrecked 
off Plymouth in 1843, this little fleet of sailing vessels plied 
the Channel and the coast for trade. Business was prospering, 


eS 
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and, in 1851, Richard Burton’s sons Henry, William and 
Edgar, were taken into partnership. A great development 
speedily ensued. Henry held the agency of the Rhymney 
Iron Company, whose wharf adjoined Messrs. Spittle’s 
Foundry, and also represented Messrs. Guest, of the Dowlais 
Works; the Bristol Packet Wharf was approved by the 
Commissioners of Customs for landing and shipping foreign 
goods ; branches were opened at Bristol and Cardiff ; a daily 
service was established with these ports ; and from Newport 
would go large cargoes of nails from Cordes Dos Works ; 
wire from Messrs. Hill of Cwmbran; iron pipes from the 
foundries of Messrs. Spittle, Jordan, and the Isca Works ; 
charcoal and paving stones from Ynysddu ; and sundry lots 
of tinplates from factories in the neighbourhood. Often 
Messrs. Spittle would ship a complete cargo of pipes at their 
works. Full cargoes from Bristol were always ensured, and 
trade with the valleys thrived apace. 


By 1875 the activities of the firm had increased to such an 
extent that their fleet consisted of the screw steamers Ethel, 
Moderator No. 2, Enid, Isca, St. David, and Lincolnshire, 
with the sailing ships Bristol Packet, Burton, Edgar, Prince 
of Wales, Forerunner and Emily Maria. All the work was 
done at the Bristol Packet Wharf, which they had purchased. 
Next, they acquired the Beaufort and Varteg Wharves, then 
followed Hanson’s Brick Wharf and the Moderator Wharf. 
These were all on the north side of the Bristol Packet Wharf. 
The last wharf purchased was the Nantyglo, built by Messrs. 
J. and Crawshay Bailey, on which were two commodious 
warehouses. This was situate below the Bristol Packet 
Wharf. 


As the firm were now owners of the whole stretch of the 
waterside between Moderator Bridge and the old Blaenavon 
Wharf, they re-named the premises Burton’s Wharves and 
concentrated on their rapidly increasing trade as wharfingers. 
In a very short time they had a weekly steamer service 
trading with London; a similar service went fortnightly to 
Glasgow and Belfast ; and in 1887, on opening a branch in 
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Liverpool, they started a twice-weekly service between that — 
port and Newport with their own steamers, the Banmner, 
Mavis, Ibis, Plover, Snipe and Teal. The firm purchased 
and transferred to their own wharves the business of Cross 
Street Wharf, on the death of the owner, Mr. Conroy. The 
Patent Nut and Bolt Company also transacted their business 
at the wharves until they secured their own premises. 

Some idea of the volume of trade is given by the wages 
bill which, in 1890, was about £20,000 per annum. The 
tonnage of waterborne traffic handled by the firm is also 
illuminating as shown hereunder :— 


Year. Tons. 

1890 116,632 
1891 117,752 
1892 116,754 
1893 106,847 
1894 97,528 
1895 96,319 
1896 84,155 
1897 89,269 


In 1898 Messrs. R. Burton & Son sold their business to a 
Cardiff syndicate for £80,000, and the family had no further 
interest in the management. Since that time it has again 
changed hands. The present owners are the South Wales 
and Liverpool Steamship Co., Ltd., and their agents are 
Messrs. R. Gilchrist and Co. 

The Masters who commanded Burton’s fleet were John 
Harwood, James and Charles Tiver, William Sadler, Thomas 
Lewis, James Hopton, Charles Hazell, William Radmore, 
John Miles, Elijah Cox, Henry Hills, and James Williams. 

Captain Williams, of the Moderator, was a very big man, 
and turned the scale at about 19 stones. On one occasion, 
when the tide was out, he fell between his ship and the quay 
and was almost buried in the mud, when his son Harry 
(afterwards Captain), having observed the accident, jumped 
overboard, and, with his legs wide apart, landed over his 
father’s body. Onlookers saw him wipe the mud from his 
father’s face, and then the crane picked them up and hauled 
them aboard. Captain Williams quickly recovered and in 
a short time resumed his duties. 
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Considering the great amount of business conducted at 
the wharves, accidents were remarkably few. A rather 
unusual occurrence happened to one of the employees who 
was rolling a heavy steel locomotive tyre which got out of 
hand and fell over the quay. The man went with it and 
sustained a fall of some 30 feet. Happily no damage was 
done. The crane picked him up and, after a change of 
clothes, he was at work in half an hour. 


The nearest approach to a tragedy was when the s:.s. 
Banner, from Liverpool, came up on the spring tide, and the 
boatman, bringing the mooring rope, slipped and fell into 
the water and sank. Everyone expected to see him come 
to the surface, and the Banner steamed to the Bridge and 
back, but without success. On hauling in the mooring rope 
the man was found entangled in its coils. First aid proved 
successful, and after a few hours at the old hospital, on Stow 
Hill, he was back again as if nothing unusual had occurred. 


CHAPTER VIII. 


1851—1900—1914. 


If it were necessary to express, in a single word, the 
outstanding feature in the commerce and industry of Newport 
during the second half of the nineteenth and early years of 
the twentieth centuries, no better selection could be made 
than Enterprise. Despite the handicap of strikes—and 
there were several serious stoppages between 1851 and 1875 
—developments at Newport proceeded with an activity 
which was almost feverish. The statistics of traffic and 
trade at the Town Dock are eloquent. 


Shipped Timber 
Year Vessels Tonnage Coal Iron imported 
Tons Tons Loads 


1855 562 177191 154089 52580 13108 
1860 732 208192 222396 67607 14684 
1865 1011 300411 335823 75065 33257 


Wharves above and below the Dock were improved and 
equipped for the landing and shipment of free goods in bulk. 
As iron ore from Lancashire and Cumberland was diverted 
from Monmouthshire to North Country furnaces, the im- 
portation of ore from Spain, Elba and other countries, added 
considerably to the commerce of the port ; and frequently 
vessels would discharge 1500 tons of iron ore, enter outwards, 
load 1500 hundred tons of coal and go to sea within from 48 
to 60 hours after arrival. 


With soaring exports and imports, the Usk was often 
congested with shipping. As an example, on September 
18th, 1852, there were no less than 144 vessels in the port. 
It was soon apparent that the Town Dock was insufficient ; 
an extension was not only desirable but imperative ; and this 
was completed and opened on 2nd March, 1858. Within a 
short time the position was such that between twenty and 
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thirty vessels would be in the river waiting for loading berths, 
and at the docks and wharves ships lying five abreast waiting 
turn for unloading and shipping. Additional dock 
accommodation became inevitable. An Act was passed for 
this purpose, and, on the 21st May, 1868, the following letter 
was addressed to the Commissioners of Customs :— 


Honourable Sirs, 


It having been arranged to make the occasion of ‘‘ Cutting 
the first sod ”’ of the Alexandra Docks, about to be commenced at 
this port, a general holiday by a total cessation of business, 
accompanied with suitable public demonstrations, your petitioners 
respectfully beg you will permit the Custom House to be closed 
on Thursday, May 28th, in order to admit of your officers, 
merchants, shipbrokers and others whose calling and duties are 
associated with the Customs, taking such part in the proceedings 
which their connection with the undertaking calls upon them to 
fill and also to give to it the popular and general holiday character 
it is your petitioners’ desire the celebration should assume. 


Thomas M. Llewellin, Mayor. 
(signatures of Aldermen, Shipping Agents, Brokers and Merchants). 


Whilst the Commissioners could not direct the closure of 
the Custom House on that date, they authorised such arrange- 
ments to be made as would permit the absence of the greatest 
possible number of local officials. 


The construction and completion of the Dock occupied 
six and a half years. Meanwhile, trade increased to such an 
extent that, in 1871, the recently established Chamber of 
Commerce presented a memorial to the Commissioners of 
Customs showing the restrictive effect of the regulations 
prohibiting the shipment of coal, iron and other goods for 
foreign countries, at unapproved wharves. At that time 
there were four legal quays and nine sufferance wharves 
approved for imports and exports and fourteen sufferance 
wharves approved for exports only; and as these facilities 
were altogether inadequate, the Commissioners approved the 
grant of sufferance privileges for shipping coal and iron to 
any wharf without bond being required. Wharfingers 
occupying thirty nine wharves took advantage of this con- 
cession. Practically every jetty and quay on the west 
bank of the Usk was used for the landing or shipping of free 
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goods in bulk, and, in February, 1875, a wharf on the east 
bank—the Great Western—was equipped for similar traffic, 
the proprietors having been offered 30,000 tons of Spanish 
ore per annum for transit to Staffordshire. 


The Alexandra Dock was opened on April 13th, 1875. 
Trade in South Wales had been paralysed by a strike which 
lasted four months, but resumption of work at the collieries 
improved the outlook considerably. In the first fortnight 
twenty-five vessels, including six steamers, entered the dock, 
one—from Pensacola with timber—having 1009 registered 
tonnage, and in each succeeding week records were made 
only to be broken. The revenue returns are a fair index of 
the prosperity of the port and a steady increase in the 
Customs and Excise receipts is noted for the years immediately 
preceding the opening of the new dock, as follows :— 


Year Customs Excise 
£ £ 
1871 46,776 7,149 
1872 51,360 8,334 
1873 51,864 10,535 
1874 55,329 11,008 


but the trade statistics for 1876 and 1877 illustrate in a 
striking manner the tremendous advantage which accrued 
to Newport by dockisation. 

State of Trade. 


Exports 1876 1877 
tons tons 
To Foreign Coal 566,455 610,776 
Tron 97,581 98,976 
Coastwise Coal 780,869 823,931 
Foreign Imports 
Iron Ore 170,813 343,038 
loads loads 
Pitwood 61,377 $1,721 
Timber 33,909 49,400 
cwts. cwts. 
Flour & Grain 269,741 303,867 
Potatoes 233,866 177,526 
Shipping Outwards No. Tonnage No. Tonnage 
To Foreign with cargo 1426 © 423,226 «1482 451,112 
To Foreign in ballast 23 7,914 114 55,104 


Coastwise with cargo 7252 536,566 7537 603,830 
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| Shipping Inwards No. Tonnage No. Tonnage 
| Foreign with cargo 895 200,804 1138 326,351 
Foreign in ballast 156 70,221 155 68,347 
Coastwise with cargo 2984 307,670 2896 303,535 


Number of men engaged for 
and discharged from British 
Foreign going vessels only 880 12,038 


It was about this time that quarantine regulations presented 
some difficulty, as vessels from foreign, particularly 
Mediterranean ports, arrived without a British Consular 
Bill of Health or a foreign one signed by a British subject. 
This involved delay, as the vessel concerned could not proceed 
to her berth until public health requirements were satis- 
factorily settled, and the delay became cumulative when 
the vessel was the first or second of twelve arriving on the 
same tide. The difficulty was met by the Commissioners 
allowing the boarding officer of Customs to put the quarantine 
questions on arrival, and if the answers were satisfactory 
the vessel was not detained. 


There was a master mind controlling commercial affairs 
at Newport. The general manager of the Docks saw that 
the day of the upriver port was declining. Modern conditions 
could only be met by sea-ports with docks adjoining the 
channel, to which entrance was possible at all states of the 
tide. This was the position at Swansea and Penarth. In 
1884, the first dock at Barry was under construction, whilst 
at Cardiff the scheme of the Roath Dock was taking practical 
shape. On the other hand, at Chepstow traffic had almost 
reached vanishing point, and in 1881 the port lost its inde- 
pendence and was no longer recognised officially as such. 
In 1880 pressure of business at Alexandra Docks was so 
great that the Company erected coal tips on the river bank 
and constructed Alexandra Wharf. The additional accom- 
modatlon was urgently required as the Docks were crowded 
and heavy sums paid as demurrage. Transition from sail 
to steam was proceeding rapidly. Steamers of the largest 
tonnage from Spanish and Mediterranean ports were now 
trading regularly with Newport and, in order to facilitate a 
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quick turn about, applications were made to keep the Custom 
House open after hours so that without delay vessels might 
be reported, entries. passed, landing orders issued, and 
applications to work ships day and night granted. In this 
connection it is worth noting that the importations of iron 
ore were in :— 

1881 539,309 tons 


1882 743,351 tons 


and it was anticipated that in the following year the quantity 
would exceed 1,000,000 tons, of which one half would be 
taken by the Ebbw Vale Steel, Iron and Coal Company. 


An event of major importance took place in 1883, when 
an Act was passed for the transfer of the Newport Dock 
Company’s undertaking to the Alexandra (Newport and South 
Wales) Docks and Railway Company, to make a new lock 
and other purposes. The Town Dock and the Alexandra 
Dock were now under a single authority. The abolition of 
competitive or overlapping interests not only ensured an 
economy but a decided improvement in administration. 
Newport was now ranking as the fourth port in the kingdom 
for the exportation of coal coastwise and there was every 
prospect of its taking a higher place, as, in 1884, there was 
opened the Rhondda Valley railway which provided a direct 
link between the pitheads in the Rhondda coalfield and the 
ship’s side in Newport Docks. 


The extraordinary development in the commerce of the 
port re-acted favourably on associated trade and industry. 
Bonded warehouses were too small and alternative or 
additional accommodation had to be provided. Whilst the 
Commissioners were anxious to meet legitimate trade require- 
ments, they were firmly insistent on the suitability of the 
premises, and amongst several which were not approved was 
the Turkish Baths in Dock Street. Shipbuilding had declined 
but ship repairing and engineering were flourishing, and in 
this connection Messrs. Mordey and Carney had undertaken 
the construction of the Alice Dry Dock, the foundation stone 
of which was laid in 1871. Coal and iron were vital 
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commodities for Newport and in their production and dis- 
tribution wealth came to the town and county. 


The construction of the first part of the South Dock 
commenced in 1882. It was designed to increase the floating 
| dock area by twenty acres and to connect with the existing 
dock by a lock, whilst the river entrance was to be of width 
sufficient to take ‘‘ the largest class of vessel now built and 
which the existing dock entrance cannot take in.’ The 
work was completed in December, 1892, and in the following 
months the wharves and quays were approved and opened 
for traffic. Some years before this Newport had advanced 
to the third place in the kingdom for the exportation of coal 
coastwise and in 1890 the shipments of coal amounted to 
2,760,294 tons. 


It is interesting to note that in December, 1888, the 
Corporation of Newport intimated their intention to appeal 
to Parliament for powers to make a subway under the Usk. 
Consideration had been given to the construction of slips 
and establishment of a ferry, but the nature of the river bed 
and the drop between high and low tide caused the project 
to be abandoned. The subway likewise did not materialise. 
Developments were, however, proceeding apace. Messrs. 
Mordey and Carney’s Dry Dock was opened in 1890, the port 
of Newport was approved for the direct importation of 
tobacco in 1892, and the Tredegar Pier was erected in 1897. 
In the following year the Docks Company took over the 
Pontypridd, Caerphilly and Newport Railway, and in 1899 
Messrs. Lysaghts were constructing a wharf for their foreign 
trade. Messrs. Mordey, Carney and Co., Ltd., acquired 40 
acres of land for the construction of more dry docks and 
shipbuilding slips, the Corporation made provision in their 
Bill for the erection of the Transporter Bridge, the coal 
exports totalled 3,829,720 tons, and the imports and exports 
registered a record aggregate at that time of 5,875,817 tons. 

The expense incidental to the Boer War caused the 


Chancellor of the Exchequer, in 1901, to levy an export 
duty of 1/- per ton on coal, with a rebate for small coal of 
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value not exceeding 6/- per ton f.o.b. Local commerce and 
Customs officials were affected by this impost, merchants 
having entered into forward contracts all the world over, 
whilst the officials had to examine the contracts in proof of 
title to remission of duty. It was evident from these docu- 
ments that Newport was supplying coal to the railways of 
the world. The exportation of large coal was adversely 
affected, but greater attention was given to small coal (which 
was duty free) by France and Italy, where briquettes were 
manufactured. In the following year a strike on the | 
Continent resulted in a tremendous demand for Welsh coal, 
and the exports from Newport during the July-September 
period increased fourfold. 


The coal duty was repealed by the Finance Act, 1906. 


The extension of the South Dock was taken in hand and 
the deep water area increased from twenty to sixty-eight 
acres. In July, 1907, the work was approaching completion, 
machinery for dealing with cargoes being erected concurrently 
with dock construction. The first vessel was loaded in the 
new section on the 20th November, 1907. At that time the 
South Quay wall was unfinished, delivery of the mooring 
buoys was overdue, and only one tip was in use. The 
following year was well advanced before the section was 
fully equipped and available for discharging as well as loading 
cargoes. Development continued as the Docks Company 
obtained further powers to make an entrance channel and a 
lock entrance into the South Dock, and to construct other 
works, the latter including a network of railways linking up 
main and branch lines with the Docks. 


The new deep sea lock was to be the largest in existence 
and to admit the largest vessels at practically all states of 
the tide; and in the course of its construction a serious 
disaster occurred. Messrs. Easton, Gibb & Son were the 
contractors, and the work had progressed so far that the 
two side walls of the lock for about half its length at the 
inner end had been successfully founded in trenches, partly 
through the old bed of the river Ebbw and the old foreshore 
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of the river Usk. On the 2nd of July, 1909, excavation was. 
proceeding normally when, about 5.20 p.m., the whole length 
of the west wing wall trench suddenly collapsed and over- 
whelmed the workers. Five bodies were recovered and 
thirty-three men were missing. A new line was planned for 
the lock and its construction was carried through without 
further mishap. The dock was extended by the addition of 
twenty-seven acres to the deep water area. Wharves and 
jetties, including passenger landing stages, were completed, 
Customs formalities complied with and sufferance privileges 
granted, and the whole scheme which gave to Newport a 
floating dock, then stated to be the largest in the world, was 
completed in 1914, when, on July 14th, the great sea-lock 
was opened by His Royal Highness Prince Arthur of 
Connaught. 


The extension was fully justified by the increase in 
commerce. 1913 was a record year in practically every 
department of trade. The statistics are hereunder :— 


Inwards. 
Year ended In Ballast With cargo 
31st March No. of Tonnage No. of Tonnage 
Vessels Vessels 
1913 891 1,433,291 852 704,129 
Outwards. 
1913 69 95,682 1819 2,576,398. 


Return of shipments. 
Coal foreign Coal coastwise Iron foreign 


tons tons tons 
1913 4,613,459 724,691 199,564 
Coke foreign Patent fuel foreign 
tons tons 
1913 14,306 146,558 


These figures have only been surpassed by those relating 
to the boom period following the close of the War, the highest 
being for 1923, viz, :— 


Arrivals Tonnage Imports Exports Tons 
tons Coal & Coke Other 
4217 3,633,794 874,417 6,769,493 314,226 


Torat.—Imports and Exports, 7,958,136 tons. 
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The local dock system is a monument to the enterprise 
and wisdom of Lord Tredegar and the directors and general 
managers of the Alexandra (Newport and South Wales) 
Docks and Railway Company. From 1900, the outstanding 
figure was Mr. John Macaulay, the General Manager, and the 
South Dock and New Entrance represent his life work, his 
lasting contribution to the wealth and prosperity of Newport. 
Their construction and equipment are fully explained in the 
interesting booklets which he published. Since his day the 
Docks have passed into other hands, and their present owners, 
the Great Western Railway Company, have added to the 
accommodation and machinery, brought them up to date, and 
made the system second to none for handling the traffic of 
the Bristol Channel Ports. 


ar 
CHAPTER IX. 
?,. 


“ 


PIRACY, SMUGGLING AND SMUGGLERS. 


In the “‘good old days’ when privateering was an 
attractive adventure and piracy the profession of dare-devil 
sailors ; when Companies were formed solely for the purpose 
of running contraband from France to England and England 
to France; when swift sailing sloops and schooners, with 
swivel guns fore, aft and ’midships, cleared from the Channel 
Islands for the Azores, then shaped course for our western 
seaboard and landed rich cargoes of spirits, wine, tobacco, 
tea, silk and lace on the coast of South Wales, free from 
interference by the hated customers and excisemen, the Usk 
and the Ebbw received and sheltered many a smuggling 
craft, and dwellers on or near the coast from Rumney Pill 
to Newport were actively concerned in assisting the smugglers 
and conveying their spoils inland. Practically everyone was 
well disposed to these sea-rovers. The cellars of the squire 
frequently contained a keg of French brandy which had been 
left in the grounds by unknown travellers journeying through 
the night from the shore to the western valleys. The parson 
turned a blind eye on the doings of a certain section of his 
flock which ‘‘ went down to the sea in ships.’’ Many a 
belfry was a temporary storehouse for wines and spirits on 
which the King’s Customs had not been levied, and to this 
day a story persists of a smugglers’ passage from the river 
Ebbw to St. Woollos Church. 


Smuggling was rife in the western ports in the fourteenth 
century, for in 1387 the Mayor of Bristol was directed to 
investigate as to English smugglers entering the Severn and 
running goods into Wales. 


In the early part of the sixteenth century the most notorious 
pirate in the Bristol Channel was William Chick. In the 
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records of the Star Chamber he is described as “‘ the chief 
champyon amongest them,’ and when he came in the 
““companye of the pyratts from Bristoll to Cardiff—saieth 
that he cam over at the passinge of Auste and from thens 
he came by lande to this towne.” 


The Elizabethan State Papers contain a remarkable 
account of the pirates John Callis, Courte Heggenbroughe 
and their accomplices, who brought one of their prizes up 
the river Usk in November, 1575. The apprehension of the 
pirates was, by the Queen’s Commission, entrusted to John 
Croft, who left Hampton Court for the Bristol Channel ports, 
and at Newporte received ‘‘ perfecte knowledge in writtinge 
that the said Callis with his eomplices were in Penherthe rode 
before Cardiffe, with divers prizes.’”’ He appealed to the 
Mayor of ‘‘ Bristowe’’ for assistance with men and ships, 
but met with refusal, despite the royal commission. 
Proceeding to Cardiff he saw two prizes in Penarth Road, 
““one taken by a Scottish man (as it was reported) laden 
with sackes (wines) bastardes (sugar) figges and resinges, 
and the other taken by Callis, laden with salmon, hearinges 
and Manchester kersies, having 12 or 13 Scottishe men aborde 
beinge owners and mariners thereof and yet kept prisoners 
under the hatches.” 


Croft states in his report :— 


I required aide there for the apprehendinge of Callis’ prize 
but I colde have none, nor any willingness offred me therein, 
althoughe in speche every sorte of people colde saie it were well 
donne to take them ; and there I founde certen knowledge that 
the Townesmen of Cardiffe and sondry gentlemen thereaboutes did 
comonly buy and receave divers of the goodes and spoiles brought 
thither by Callis and his complices, and gave them aide with 
victualles and other necessaries. 


In the tyme of my beinge at Cardiffe there came thither 
James Moore, William Morgan, and one Jevans, beinge all Sir 
Wm. Morgan’s men and they went aborde Callis’ prize and 
(fearinge as it shoulde seame that I woulde seake some meanes to 
take that prise) they hoisted up their sailes that night and sailed 
to Newporte, being within the precincte of Sir William Morgan’s 
office of Vise Admiraltie, the 4th of December, and rode at 
anker within the mouthe of the haven there, whither I sent one 
spedelie and the Sth daie I came thither myselfe. At which 
tyme of my comynge I founde the said William Morgan, deputie 
vise admyrall to Sir William Morgan, and the said Jevans, and 
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there I declared to the said deputie vise admyrall and Jevans 
that I was glad I had founde the for that I was to require 
their assistaunce to take the prise is hathe brought into 
that haven, by vertue of Her Majesty’s Comission ; but the saide 
deputie vise admyrall did not only bad refuse to aide me, but 


also obstinatlie did say that he did not care for the Comission nor 
me, neither woulde he give any place thereunto. . 


Croft then issued a precepte on two of the be of peace 
for Monmouthshire as follows :— 


Whereas by vertue of her majesties lette Comission. 
directed unto me, for the takinge of John Callis an complices, 
for my better aide in that behalf, hath given me Comission to call 
all her majesties officers and subjectes to gyve me assistaunce 
therein. And for as muche as I have folowed a prise taken by 
the said Callis, the which remaynethe nowe in Newporte Ryver 
and hath in her 12 or 16 of Callises men, and I, not of my selfe 
nor suche strength as I brought with me able to execute my 
Comission, I am therefore to will and require you, and by force 
of the said letters in her majesties name to comande you, to 
repair forthwith to Newporte, with such strengthe as you may 
spedely provide for the service of that turne ; faile you not hereof 
as you will answer at your perill. 


from Newporte in haste the 6th of December 1575. To The 
Worshipfull Mr. William Morgan of Llantarnum, eaquier this be 
delivered with spede ; : 


To The Worshipfull Mr. Rowland A. sean, esquier at 
Machen this be delivered with spede ; 


Continuing his report Croft states :— 


The next daie beinge the 7th of December, the prise was 
brought by night a myle nerer to the Towne of Newporte ; and 
for that I coulde gett no aide of the deputie vise admyrall, nor 
the Mayor of Newporte who semed to be fearefull to displease,. 
I sent for two of the nexte Justices of the Peace.............. 
of whom I praied aide for the takinge of those pirattes, but they 
seamynge to be doubtfull of their desperatnes (and being lothe 
to deale in Sir Wm. Morgan’s Office) made some staie to graunte 
me aide, whereupon I required of them but 40 men appointed 
meate for that purpose, with whom I offred to adventere myselfe 
for the bringinge in of that prise (the which I am assured might 
have beane donne with halfe that nomber), nevertheless they 
wollde not furnish me with any such aide and so those Justices 
departed without any further regarde to her majesties service. 


But from the 4th of December that the Prise came thither 
untill the 8th of the same, at which tyme I came awaye, divers of 
Sir Wm. Morgan’s men wente dailie and nightlie aborde the prise, 
in certen botes, with victualles, and althoughe I caused the Mayor 
of Newporte to Chardge them in her majesties name to stay from 
goinge aborde the said prise (hopinge thereby to have donne the 
better service) which they did not only wilfully disobeye but also 
very disorderlie conveyed the goodes by daie and night in lighters 
and botes to places unknowen to me, and did not unlade the same. 
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at the Towne of Newporte whereby inventorie might be taken 
thereof, nor yet di ‘release the poore captives that were 
owners and maryn' o lamentably cried for aide and relief. 


In 1577 Simon Fferdinando, a Portingall borne, was 
examined at Newport in the county of Monmouth, from 
which it appeared that examinant 


piloted a ship whereof Callice was Master and one fferdinando 
ffilding captain. They met with a Portingall upon the costes of 
the land ortingall and from him they toke about a 100 chestes 
of Sugar g part of his lading. And having gotten that prize 
they aryved with the same at the Rode of Pennarth besides 
Cardief in the countie of Glamorgan aboutes allhalontide last 
was two years, the said Callice the master and fferdinando the 
captayne made sale thereof to divers persons to whom certenly 
he knoweth not. . 


John Byrd the Collector of Customs writing from Carlion 
on the 9th September 1649, states :— 


The 7th of this moneth I seazed on 34 great rowles and 14 
hand rowles of Barbathoes tobaccoe which was privately landed 
at Redwick. The tobaccoe was about 2000 lb weight, which was 
the goods of Thomas Northerne, Sam Roche, Wm. Turkey and 
others of the shipp Elizabeth and Ann of Bristoll, and it was 
landed with an intente to defraude the State of Custome and 
Excise. « . 


Twelve months later the Commissioners received informa- 
tion that a quantity of contraband tobacco had been landed 
at Newport. John Byrd reported thereon as follows :— 


Carlion 19 September 1650. To Mr. Robert Blackburne :— 


I perceave my maisters have been informed that a quantity 
of ffrench tobacco was landed out of the North Starr. For 
satisfaction herein I humbly pray you to acquainte my worthy 
mrs. that here was a great quantity of pruens entered out of the 
shipp, which was generally conceaved to bee tobacco, wherefore 
I caused all the vessells and caskes to be searched and they proved 
all pruens according to the entry, the which were for the most 
part carryed to Bristoll. 


In the eighteenth century the Bristol Channel was infested 
with smugglers. Lundy Island was their principal base. 
Barry Island was fortified by a desperate smuggler named 
Thomas Knight who possessed a fleet of sailing craft so 
heavily armed and manned that the Customs boats were 
powerless. The smugglers continually increased the size 
and force of their vessels and actually fired into and threatened 
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to sink the revenue cruisers ; and crews of the latter frequently 
refused to bear down and repel their attacks, alleging by way 
of excuse that no provision was made towards their support 
in case they should receive an injury. In consequence an 
allowance was made of £10 per annum to every mariner 
““ who shall lose a hand or a foot or receive any other greater 
injury, and the surgeon’s bill paid for such of the said mariners 
as may receive slighter wounds.” 


The first seizure of any importance at Newport was on the 
2ist December, 1770, when Officers of Customs and Officers 
of Excise discovered twelve casks of brandy, in quantity 
about 96 gallons, in a barn. As the Excise Officers entered 
the barn a few seconds before the Customs Officers, the 
contraband was taken to the Excise Office to await con- 
demnation. 


On the 8th of April, 1784, a party of smugglers landed at 
Goldcliffe twelve hogsheads of tobacco all finely cut, well 
manufactured, and weighing 9804 Ibs., and, in addition, a 
cask of brandy containing 40 gallons. The Customs Officers 
at Newport were soon on the spot but not before the smugglers 
had made good their escape. The contraband was found in 
an outhouse belonging to William Waters. David Jones 
the coast-waiter rode post haste to Cardiff to inform the 
Collector, who directed that the goods be taken to Newport 
under armed guard ‘‘as the country is at present full of 
smugglers and is inhabited by a desperate set of people.” 
A few days later the tobacco and brandy were conveyed from 
Newport to Cardiff and, by order of the Commissioners, the 
tobacco was destroyed by fire. William Waters proved his 
innocence by the deposition of his servant which was as 
follows :— 


County of Monmouth. 


The deposition of Alexr Francis of the parish of Goldcliffe 
in ye County aforesaid, labourer taken in writing upon oath 
before me William Phillips Esqr., one of His Majesty’s Justices 
of the Peace for this County this 16th day of April 1784. 

The dept Alexr Francis being duly sworn saith that on 
Thursday night the eighth of April inst., five men came with a 
sloop to Goldclifft Hill, laden with twelve hogsheads of tobacco 
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and a small cask of Panty, and that one of the said seamen 
desired this dept. to hall the said twelve hogsheads of tobacco 
and the said cask of brandy to the barn of William Waters which 
he accordingly did and that he heard one of the seamen signify 
as much as if the said cargo did belong to a Mr. Knite but who 
this Mr. Knite is this dept. knoweth not, and this dept. also 
saith that he sincerely believes that no part of the said cargo was 
intended for the use or purpose of the said William Waters or 
anyone belonging to him either directly or indirectly and further 
saith not. | 
The mark of Alexr X Francis. 


Taken and acknowledged the day and year above written before 
me, William Phillips. 


The account of the expenses incidental to the seizure is 
interesting :— 


iS 


£ 
Six, waggonsvat ‘21 1820d.. 2.6 Reawe ec eerie sg eecs 6 
Ale to waggoners and helpers, Goldcliff ............ 
Justice’s Clerk, Francis’ deposition .............+45 
Pe GNTVEN cass ceyns ohana erase "et eng tha fat wtornrala ese ieievey ein) 6. os0 i 4ce9 Sere 
Turnpikes and waggons, Newport .............+e00- 
‘Waggoners eating and ale .0..c.ecssswesceeivvess 
PeOpPlS fOr ASMHSTANCS.. 6s vivieieis oe ess ele ccs ws ne vd ones 
Storehouse, Night guards, their expenses .......... 2 
Turnpikes, waggons, Stow Gate............eeeeeeee 
Guarding Wwaggons at Cardifi 28 66. oes ce os cs cence ae 2 
AICPA RCATINE OM TOME) 215.6 636-65 este ave ote 60a eereie Siese, 9 
WWERROMS: tO Carditty, oi. vi0s5)s:010 5,006 wleliie's s'n lal essiasie as 6 
Turnpikes at Rumney and Cardiff ................ 
INV GIP IRR COOPOLG i is-1 visi. ct Siers. si piega tieselsterert erates ovo snrarels 
Paid for ale for people assisting taking out of cellar.... 
Fraulage sto: place OL DUTNING j.'s a:thelBrs s Sieieie eke 46.9 ernie 8 
Tar barrels and wood for burning ................ 1 
HE el eT nyy BLETLEE Sahni 9 al smear A aIRN OLN als nes 10S [aay erate Gvajdiatinns 
QUE SPOT Ge «pve cho or Noses <roxa\arnsops top MG) wid Sova saso0\aVioXy 6 ceftierre 3 
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_ _ 
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Qooeoeocecoocoooarocoago 


NONE NNORDAARARUORHDMHNA! 


Two months later at the same place, Goldcliffe, there was 
a further seizure of rum and brandy, in all 130 gallons, and 
a boat. 


As a rule contraband spirits from the Channel Islands 
were contained in ankers, half ankers and other small casks, 
and after a successful run the smugglers would collect the 
empty casks, fill them tight with Welsh wool and smuggle 
the latter into France. In order that the cargo should appear 
innocent, casks actually empty were placed on top in case 
the vessel should be intercepted by revenue cruisers. 
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The dangers attending revenue protection are well 
illustrated by an incident which occurred in the Usk on the 
10th October 1791. The report is as follows :— 


Gentlemen, 


We have to inform you that on the 10th inst. a smuggling 
skiff of from fifteen to twenty tons burthen (open hold), with a 
small boat attending her, came to anchor at our river’s mouth : 
one of our Officers, vizt. Richard Burton, being then down the 
river, with others in company, went alongside and endeavoured 
to board her, but the persons on board her, with horrid impre- 
cations, recited him, swearing that if he presumed to come on 
board, they would blow his brains out, and at the same time 
brandishing a cutlass and pointing a pistol, with horrid threats 
of his life, etc. The 11th. We have been endeavouring to 
discover where any goods were landed but to no effect. There 
is six or seven desperate ruffins on board, she is a new vessel, 
black sides and upper works painted red and on her stern The 
John of Comb, but we are assured she belongs to Barry Island, 
and built on purpose for smuggling, and one Brown, master. 
We have no force sufficient to attack such desperate villains, 
therefore you will be pleased to recommend and lay before the 
Commissioners the necessity and utility of having a small cutter 
drawing but little water, to be stationed at Pennarth with force 
sufficient to detect such small craft and to whom Officers in the 
neighbouring ports in the Channel occasionally may give proper 
informations and apply for assistance. We are also credibly 
informed that this is the second or third trip she has made on this 
coast and up the Channel within this six weeks past. 


Custom House, Newport. David Jones. 
12—13 October, 1791. John Brewer. 


With the increase in shipping, consequent upon the opening 
of the Monmouthshire Canal, smuggling was carried on to 
such an extent that the Collector of Customs reported in 
1804 that ‘‘ the running of goods up the river Usk has of late 
been frequently attempted and sometimes with success as 
we are assured.”’ With the exception of 172 gallons of rum 
seized on the schooner Hopewell, of Bridgwater, in 1811, the 
amount of contraband discovered at this period was relatively 
small ; and between 1827 and 1830 the seizures at Newport 
consisted mainly of small quantities of Irish Whiskey brought 
over in the cattle boats from Cork, Youghal and Clonakilty. 
Either the preventive staff became more vigilant, or the 
smugglers were more audacious, for from 1830 onwards 
contraband goods discovered locally increased in quantity, 
variety and importance. 
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On 15th August 1830 the Master of the brig Prince Regent 
reported that his dutiable stores consisted of six gallons of 
tum, two gallons of brandy and two gallons of gin. At 
midnight, one of the crew, aged 20, came ashore with a cask 
and a jar, and walked into the arms of Edward Frost, a 
Customs boatman. Either a natural curiosity or zeal for 
the service caused him to make an examination and he found 
that the cask contained five gallons and three quarts of 
brandy, whilst the jar held one gallon and one quart of gin. 
This caused Frost to search the vessel when he discovered 
that the cask stated to contain six gallons of rum actually 
held eighteen gallons. Police Court proceedings followed 
and the young sailor was sentenced to serve five years in 
the Navy. A similar fate befel the carpenter of the same 
ship when she came to Newport in 1831. He was conveying 
a bundle of clothes ashore when a search by a Customs 
Officer shewed that the clothes were merely a cover for 
6 lbs. of tobacco. As he was a young man and fit for naval 
service, proceedings were taken under section 80 of 6. Geo. 
IV. cap. 80, which provided that on conviction the offender 
should serve a term of five years in His Majesty’s Navy in 
lieu of imprisonment. 


One of the largest revenue seizures was made in 1833. 
On the morning of June 22, the schooner Kate, of Bristol, 
anchored off Nash Point, and at night two fishermen, William 
Williams and William Baker, observed that a quantity of 
spirits had been run on shore and deposited in an empty 
house. Information was sent to the Custom House, and 
Mr. John Smith Phillips, the Comptroller, with three boat- 
men, visited the house and there seized 252 kegs containing 
about 1100 gallons of brandy. Continuing his search, Mr. 
Phillips discovered, concealed in a ditch, a further eight casks 
containing 40 gallons. The whole seizure was conveyed to 
the King’s Warehouse. On board the Kate, the Comptroller 
found a jar containing 2} gallons of brandy and a keg which 
held 1} gallons of cherry brandy. The keg had slings and 
was similar to those seized on shore. 


96 Commerce and Customs. 


The empty house had been rented by a publican in the 
neighbourhood, who stated that he sublet it to ‘‘a stranger ”’ 
on June 22nd. The “‘stranger’’ was never found; and as 
there was no conclusive proof that the spirits had been 
landed from the schooner Kate, the vessel was released. It 
was evident that the Officers did not secure all the ‘‘ run 
goods,” for French brandy was purchasable at a cheap rate 
in the neighbourhood of Nash Point for some time afterwards. 
Such a large quantity of brandy was an inconvenience, and 
the prospects of a sale in Newport caused the local publicans 
to protest that their trade would be ruined. Eventually, 
after remaining in the King’s Warehouse for ten months, 
the bulk was shipped to London, and warehoused at St. 
Katherine’s Dock. 


There is evidence that some of the most prominent 
merchants in Newport had an interest in contraband traffic. 
The schooner Good Intent, 72 tons burthen, was a regular 
trader between Newport and France. She was fitted with 
false bulkheads fore and aft, and otherwise adapted for 
smuggling. On the 14th of March 1837 she fell in with the 
revenue cruizer Sylvia, in Mounts Bay, and an examination 
resulted in the discovery on board of two hundred and fifty 
nine kegs each containing four gallons and one quart of 
French brandy, in all eleven hundred gallons. The master 
was convicted and sentenced to a long term of imprisonment 
in Monmouth gaol, whilst the vessel and cargo were 
condemned. Two of the owners petitioned for the release 
of the ship, but the Commissioners refused, and by their 
order she was broken up in 1838. The shares in this vessel 
were held by five Newport merchants, one of whom had 
intimate business relations with the Customs. 


On the 14th of August 1839 the schooner Sw2ft, of London, 
came up the Usk and anchored about a mile from the Custom 
House. The Customs Officers rammaged her on the following 
day and found concealed on board two and a half tons of 
manufactured tobacco, 150 lbs. of snuff, and 1104 Ibs. of 
Nux Vomica. The vessel, of course, was forfeit and placed 
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under detention, whilst the Master, and one of the crew, in 
default of payment of a fine of £100 each, were sentenced to 
six months imprisonment in Monmouth Gaol. 


A large seizure of brandy was made early in 1840. On 
the night of Sunday, January 19th, Edward Frost was on 
duty and about 12.30 o’clock certain circumstances caused 
him to visit a coal yard, where he discovered 170 kegs of 
brandy. Suspicion rested on the schooner Henrietia, of 
Plymouth, so obtaining assistance, Frost and two colleagues, 
John Britten and Richard Trew, boarded the vessel at 
1 o'clock in the morning, and in the course of a close 
search found under the ballast, in the after part of the vessel, 
154 kegs of brandy, the total representing 1056 gallons. 


The owners of the coal yard were concerned in a further 
attempt to run a cargo of contraband in 1841. On March 
13th, the schooner Rose, a Newport vessel, anchored at the 
mouth of the river Ebbw, and at night Edward Frost, with 
other Officers, made a surprise visit by boat. They found 
on shore 118 casks of brandy and a waggon and two carts 
with five horses ready to take the goods away. There was 
ample evidence that the contraband had just been landed 
from the Rose, and when the ship was rummaged two casks 
of brandy were discovered concealed in her hold. Corres- 
pondence found on the Master implicated her former owners 
(the proprietors of the coal yard), and a man living at 
St. Mellons, well known in the smuggling trade; and to 
clinch the matter, Edward Frost met the former owners on 
the bank, close to the schooner, with their clothes covered 
with river mud. In the subsequent proceedings they were 
heavily fined, and the Master and crew of the vessel suffered 
imprisonment. The horses and waggon belonged to a local 
farmer and the carts to a neighbouring publican. Although 
there was no direct evidence associating these people with 
the vessel and her cargo, the horses and vehicles were forfeited 
and their owners obtained no redress. By order of the 
Commissioners the schooner was broken up, as were the 
Swift and the Henrietta, previously mentioned. 
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In August 1846, a cask containing 25 gallons of foreign 
brandy was found concealed in a dwelling house in Newport. 
Some days prior to the hearing, the occupier removed his 
household effects and disappeared. He was found at 
Bristol and later convicted of smuggling. 


In the same year, the local preventive staff was interested 
in the Robert Burns, a ‘‘ snow’’* of 286 tons. At 10.0 p.m. 
on October 29th, three men were seen to leave the ship 
carrying a box covered with a cloth, which theytook to a house 
in Pillgwenlly. An official visit to the house resulted in 
the seizure of 134 Ibs. of manufactured Cavendish tobacco. 
The Master of the vessel deemed it wise to leave Newport as 
soon as possible, so he cleared his ship for Bermuda. 


Occasionally the police assisted in the detection of 
smuggling. At 3.30 am. on the 9th October 1849, two 
police officers on duty at the canal side observed two seamen 
walking towards the town, each carrying a bag. The 
contents proved to be 112 lbs. of tobacco. In 1867 a hawker 
was arrested for stealing a firkin of butter from Mr. Matthews’ 
warehouse in Skinner Street. On searching his lodgings the 
police discovered a trunk containing 70 Ibs. of manufactured 
‘Cavendish tobacco and a small quantity of unmanufactured 
tobacco. Two hobblers of Pillgwenlly were carrying a parcel 
during the evening of 2nd December 1868, when the police 
were sufficiently suspicious as to question them. The men 
said that they were carrying cheese, but the police found it 
was Irish Roll tobacco. 


Some of the concealments on ship were ingenious and 
would have eluded all but the most persistent and observant 
officers, as in the case of the skipper who placed a heavy 
sofa to screen a sliding panel which covered a recess con- 
taining spirits, or of the innocent looking case containing 
hams from Denmark which, when turned out, had 10 Ibs. 


*Note.—A snow differed from a brig in having a square mainsail 
and a boomless trysail, usually set on a trysail mast (but in some cases 
on a horse) abaft the mainmast. Brigs carried boom mainsails but 
no square mainsail. 
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of tobacco and 300 cigars underneath, or of the pigeon coop 
with the false bottom as a receptacle for contraband. 


Others, however, were clumsy, as the Master of a French 
vessel discovered when a Newport Officer found 3} lbs. of 
tobacco inside his trousers. 


There is a humorous touch in the following instance. 
On June Sth, 1854, the schooner Chateaubriand arrived in 
ballast from an Irish port, and, according to her clearing 
note, the stores left under seal were 14 lbs. of tobacco, 1} Ibs. 
segars, and 14 gallons of wine. The Customs Officer found 
that the seal had been removed from the tobacco bag which 
was empty, and the Master explained that he had distributed 
the contents to the crew. At the Officer’s request the 
Master ordered ‘the crew to bring all their tobacco to his 
cabin, and as a result 24 Ibs. were produced. The search 
continued, and one cask and one demijohn containing 19 
gallons of rum were discovered. It is not difficult to con- 
jecture what would have happened but for the vigilance of 
the Officer. 


Some of the oldest residents in Newport, who have been 
associated with maritime affairs, recount thrilling tales of 
smuggling adventures in which their fathers were interested : 
of the demijohns of brandy, bottles of perfumed spirits, 
cakes of tobacco and other dutiable goods conveyed home 
clandestinely to provide for many a merry carousal, and of 
the cigars freely distributed to friends who never suspected 
that the choice Havanas were contraband. 


The story might be continued indefinitely, for so long as 
high duties are imposed on commodities there will be men 
—and women—willing to run the risk of detection, exposure 
and conviction rather than pay the King’s Customs. 


CHAPTER X. 


SHIPBUILDING, SHIPPING, SHIPBROKERS AND 
SHIPPING AGENTS. 


There is little reason to doubt that shipbuilding is one of 
the oldest industries on the Usk. With such a splendid 
waterway, and the stout oaks of the Forest of Dean in close 
proximity, it is highly probable that the sixteenth and 
seventeenth century ships of Caerleon and Newport mentioned 
in this volume were built at the ports to which they belonged... 


Early in the eighteenth century Timothy Sparkes had a 
shipyard in Newport, and later, Messrs. R. Griffiths and 
Son. The registration of shipping became compulsory in 
1786, and, in connection therewith, the vessels belonging to 
Newport and Caerleon included the brig Good Intent, the 
sloops Tredegar, Friendship, Three Friends, Providence, 
Frederick and Thirza, and Moderator of Newport, and the 
sloops Carlion, Betsey, and Five Brothers of Caerleon. The 
register for the port of Bideford contains a record of the 
Nancy, John Heard, Master, built at Newport in 1776. 
She was a single decker, with a mainmast, and her dimensions . 
were, length 45 feet 8 inches, breadth 15 feet 8 inches. The 
Moderator, 535% tons, owned by Mr. G. Gething, was 
built at Newport in 1778. After a useful career she foundered 
in the Usk, and her remains were embedded in the mud. 


The earliest records in Newport are for the year ended 
30th September, 1823, and the first register contains several 
entries of re-registration of vessels built prior to that date. 
Thus the Tyvedegar, 63§{ tons, a sloop with standing 
bowsprit, owned by Thomas Powell and William George, 
was completed in 1787; another vessel of the same name 
owned by William Jones and Thomas Webb, made her first 
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voyage in 1804. She was lost off Milford during Christmas, 
1829. The Carlion, a smack with a running bowsprit, 
registered tonnage 624%, owned by John and William 
Jenkins, left the stocks in 1803, the John and Mary, 73 tons, 
in 1814, the Sarah, 88 tons, in 1818, and the Sisters, 74 tons, 
in 1822. The Usk, 224 tons, Joseph Essex Harris, Master, 
was built at Newport in 1819 and registered at Bristol. 


The first annual list for Newport is given hereunder :— 


Whether employed Men 
Year and in the Foreign, and 
number of Name Coast, or Name boys 
Certificate. of Ship. Tonnage. Fishing of Master. usually 
Trade. employed. 
1823—1. *Lady Rodney 58} Steam Wm. Young 8 
Packet 
Coast 
2. William 1203} Coast Wm. Williams 7 
& Irish 
3. Tredegar 628% Coast Wm.George 4 
4. Trial 3lyx Coast Jas. Stone 3 


At this period the shipbuilders at Newport were Matthew 
and John Johns, Daniel Tudor, David Tudor, David Morton, 
Pride and Williams, and Robert Johnson. In 1824 four 
vessels were completed having an aggregate of 175 registered 
tonnage. The following year six vessels were launched, 
M. and J. Johns completing the Joseph and Fanny, 122 tons, 
and Lydia, 54 tons; and David Tudor the Economy, 1425% 
tons, and Lady Day, 1283 tons. The former belied her 
name, for five years later she foundered off Castle Townsend. 
David Morton completed the Jomes, 85 tons, and Messrs. 
Pride and Williams a little sloop of 16 tons named Caldicott 
Castle, which was eventually lost between Flat Holm and the 
Gore Sands. 


The first steamer built at Newport was constructed by 
Messrs. Pride and Williams. She was the sloop St. Pierre, 
30% registered tonnage, carvel build, square stern and 
standing bowsprit, owned by Charles Lewis of St. Pierre and 


*Note :—The Lady Rodney Was BUILT AT LIVERPOOL, but registered 
at Newport. 


102 Commerce and Customs, 


Thomas Walker of Henbury. In its issue dated August 
6th, 1825, the Bristol Mirror had the following note :— 


“Last week there was launched from the yard of Messrs. 
Pride and Williams, Newport, the fine and elegant Steam Packet 
named the St, Pievve, which is intended for Old Passage.” 


Matthew and John Johns added new tonnage to Usk 
shipping in 1826 with the Harmony, 99 tons, Margaret, 148 
tons, Merchant, 105 tons, and Ann, 41 tons, whilst William 
Williams launched the schooner Maria, 151 tons. The 
record for tonnage was held by the Endymion, 270 tons, 
built in 1826, and registered at Bristol. She had three 
masts, and one deck, and was ship rigged with a standing 
bowsprit. It was twelve years before she was eclipsed by 
William Perkins who completed the Florist, 443 tons, in 
1838. William Perkins also built the James Hunt, 166 tons, 
in 1836, and the Jokn Panter, 254 tons, in 1837. These 
vessels were surpassed by the Anjer, 466 tons, constructed 
by Willmett and Hall, in 1843. 


The new tonnage in 1838, viz., 1069, remained the highest 
for twelve years when it was exceeded by William Willmett 
who, in 1850, built two barques, the John Henry, 556 tons, 
and the William Frederick, 578 tons. In the following year 
this builder surpassed his previous best with the Jsca, 587 
tons. Other large ships constructed at Newport were the 
Silurian, 300 tons, Siloam, 297 tons, and Sion, 360 tons, 
built by Messrs. Willmett and Hall in 1844-45, the Cinderella, 
820 tons, owned by T. B. and S. Batchelor, the Starlight, 
710 tons, owned by Messrs. J. N. Knapp and W. Pugsley, 
the Usk, 338 tons, George Ruxton, 352 tons, Crawshay 
Bailey, 682 tons, Iron King, 871 tons, Maid of Glanwern, 
263 tons, and the Lady Gwendolen, 345 tons, the last named 
being launched in 1869. 


The boom years for Newport shipbuilding were 1866 and 
1867, when in the year first mentioned were built ten vessels 
with an aggregate register tonnage of 2,868. In the year 
following, new construction was represented by eleven 
vessels with 2,004 register tonnage. The year 1867 also 
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produced a record for ships owned and registered at Newport, 
viz., 120, with an aggregate of 23,686 register tons. 


One of the largest and finest vessels belonging to Newport 
was the three masted ship Norwood, burthen 1,233 tons. 
She was built at Quebec in 1853, and was purchased by Mr. 
William Childs Webb, of Newport. After fourteen years 
service she foundered in mid-ocean when on a voyage from 
Quebec to Liverpool. 


Ship construction at Newport began to decline in 1870. 
There was a revival in 1884 when the steam screw schooners 
Camel, 182 tons, and Delabole, 241 tons, were built by Messrs. 
Mordey and Carney, and the Lianthony, 152 tons, by the 
Usk Shipbuilding Company, Ltd., but it was not sustained. 
In 1901 Messrs. Mordey and Carney completed for the 
Harbour Commissioners two hopper barges, No. 1 being 
235 tons, and No. 2, 242 tons. Similar vessels were built 
by the same firm for the Alexandra (Newport) Docks and 
Railway Co., in 1905 and 1908, and then, except for a few 
small craft, constructional work at Newport ceased. In Pilot’s 
Pill to-day is the hull of a schooner, well over 100 years old, 
a reminder of that fleet which was the pride of the west in 
the early years of the Victorian era. 


In many instances the record of Newport shipping ends 
in disaster. The most tragic period was from 1860 to 1870, 
when 84 vessels belonging to the port and representing 
17,665 tons were wrecked. Taking 1861 as illustrative, in 
January the Bellona foundered in the Mediterranean on a 
voyage from Galatz to Falmouth ; the Raglaw was abandoned 
in a sinking state on February 19th in latitude 48.23 N., 
longitude 8:52 W.; the Mary Ann Duffus, 318 tons, sank 
after a collision in the Bristol Channel; in October there 
were three disasters within seven days, the General Havelock, 
225 tons, going down when 70 miles south west of Scilly 
Islands on the 5th, the Alert, 378 tons, on the 9th when off 
the Cornish coast, and the Young Gipsy, off Rhyl on the 
11th; and, in the following month, the Favourite, 135 tons,. 
foundered when 35 miles N.N.W. of Ushant, and the Doctor 
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Bunting, 433 tons, in the St. Lawton The vessel last 
mentioned was a three-masted barque owned by Messrs. 
J. N. Knapp, W. Pugsley and W. Yeo, and engaged in the 
timber trade. 


The toll of the sea was almost as great in 1863 when the 
losses included the Eleanor, Lavinia, Susannah, Victory 
and Usk. The Usk, 338 tons, was a three-masted sailing 
vessel, barque rigged, one deck and half poop, round stern, 
carvel build and a full female figure at the bow. She was 
built at Newport in 1859 and registered on February 11th, 
for the owner, Mr. Thomas Gratrex. Mr. Thomas Beynon 
and Mr. Charles Nicholson became part owners at a later 
date. In March, 1860, she left Newport for Valparaiso with 
a cargo of coal, and nearing Cape Horn she encountered such 
heavy weather and sludge ice that it was decided to turn 
back and make for the Falklands. When off these islands, 
her Captain, Henry Mathias, came on deck, informed the 
Chief Officer that he had seen a vision from God who ordered 
him to return immediately to Newport, and, if he disobeyed, 
the ship, her cargo and crew would be destroyed by fire. 
Naturally, there was some indecision, but the Captain 
threatened to charge the ship’s company with mutiny if they 
did not carry out his orders. The Chief and Second Officer 
desired to continue the voyage, and to this end they consulted 
the crew, but the element of superstition inherent in mariners 
at that period proved so powerful that only three favoured 
their project. There was no alternative but to obey. With 
a following wind the Usk raced home in record time, reaching 
Newport about mid-summer, to the great surprise and 
astonishment of her owners and everybody connected with 
the port. Captain Mathias recounted the story of the vision, 
_ but nevertheless he was relieved of his command. The 
cargo was discharged at the Old Town Dock in order to cool 
it, and after some days re-shipped in the Usk, which again 
started for Valparaiso, and reached her destination safely. 
For three years she sailed the ocean as a regular trader from 
Newport, and then came that fateful voyage when, off the 
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South American coast, it was discovered that her cargo of 
coal was ablaze. Despite the efforts of the crew, flames burst 
out on all sides and the vessel was totally destroyed. The 
official record reads as follows :—‘‘ Destroyed by fire off 
Caldera on the 16th November, 1863.” 


The same fate, under somewhat similar conditions, befell 
two Newport barques, the Herbert Graham, 318 tons, and 
the Minnie Graham, 273 tons, when off the coast of Chile 
in 1873. Ina letter dated 22nd October, 1873, Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Valparaiso, sent notification that the Herbert 
Graham was burnt at sea on September 23rd ; and a month 
later the British Consul at Callao reported that on October 
26th in latitude 50 S., longitude 80 W. (off Madre de Dios 
Archipelago), the Minnie Graham was abandoned with her 
cargo of coals on fire. ’ 

One of the finest ships constructed at Newport was the 
Crawshay Bailey, a three-masted sailing vessel of 682 tons, 
owned by the Newport Dry Dock and Iron Shipbuilding and 
Ship Repairing Company, Ltd., and launched in 1866. Three 
years later she was in the East Indies, and on November 23rd 
left Batavia for San Francisco. Nothing further was heard 
of her. This is one of several Newport ships which dis- 
appeared without leaving a trace. 


A tragedy of the sea, still remembered in Newport, relates 
to the Caerau, a steam screw vessel of 360 registered tonnage, 
owned by Messrs. Stephens, Mawson and Goss. She was built 
at Sunderland in 1865, and was known as the Harilepool. Later 
she was re-named Reine des Belges, and in 1882 she was pur- 
chased by her Newport owners as a wreck, restored by Messrs. 
Mordey and Carney, registered as the Caerau, and started 
as a regular trader with Spain, bringing iron ore from Bilbao. 

On March 27th, 1888, she was with the Medusa and Molitere 
at Bilbao, and had taken in a full cargo. A gale was raging, 
but the Master decided to face it and put to sea. There was 
a casualty before the harbour was cleared, for she collided 
with the Ventwater, but apparently sustained no damage, 
as she kept on her course. 
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The next morning the fury of the die had abated 
sufficiently for the other two vessels to leave Bilbao home- 
ward bound. On March 29th Alfred Elliott, second mate, 
was on the bridge of the Moliere as she was ploughing through 
the Bay of Biscay. In the distance ahead he saw a vessel, 
obviously in distress, and labouring heavily. It was difficult 
to keep observation in such a sea, and when he looked again 
she was gone. The Caerau never reached port. No wreckage 
was found, nor was any other casualty reported in that area. 
The position of the vessel seen by Alfred Elliott coincided 
with the point which should have been reached by the Caerau, 
and there is little doubt that she was the ship which foundered. 
The official record is very brief :—‘‘ The above named vessel 
left Bilbao on the 27th March last (1888) for Newport, since 
which date no tidings have been heard of her.” 


In other cases, officers and crew have been more fortunate 
in their fight for life, thus, the Gleaner with a cargo of iron 
ore left Spain for Newport on 5th May, 1868. Shortly 
afterwards she encountered a heavy gale and sprang a leak. 
For two days all hands were at the pumps, but the water 
gained, and at half past four in the morning of May 8th, the 
captain gave the order to abandon ship. Fifteen minutes 
later she sank. The officers and crew were picked up and 
landed at St. Ives. 


Here are two vivid accounts extracted from a Notarial 
Register, in the possession of the Newport Public Libraries, 
containing records of ships’ protests made at Newport 4th 
March, 1839—Ist May, 1849. 


SCHOONER ANN OF NEWPORT. 
CAPTAIN RICHARD PEARSE, MASTER. 
PROTEST. 
By this Public Instrument and Declaration. 

Be it known and made manifest to all whom it may concern 
that, on the 4th day of March in the Year of our Lord 1839, before 
me, Thomas Morgan Llewellin, Notary Public, duly admitted and 
sworn and residing at Newport in the County of Monmouthshire, 
personally appeared Richard Pearse, Master, Thomas Glover, 
Mate, and James McGuiness, Carpenter, all of and belonging to. 
the Schooner Ann of Newport of the burthen of 150 tons per 
Register Measurement or thereabouts, and upon their Oath freely 
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and volun taken before me, Do solemnly and severally 
swear and depose. 


That on the 20th Day of October last the vessel was tight, 
staunch, and strong, well and sufficiently fitted, furnished, 
manned, and provided for her intended voyage, lying in Peters 
Harbour Prince Edward Island and bound round to Three Rivers 
and Newport. 


That at 8 a.m. they hove up their best Bower Anchor ; at 
11 a.m. the pilot came on board, set sail at 12—got ashore on the 
West Side of the Channel—ran out the stream anchor and waited 
until the flood tide. 


That on the 2ist day of the aforesaid month of October at 
2 p.m. hove the vessel off and anchored in 3 fathoms where she 
lay until the 24th. 


That on the 24th day of the aforesaid month of October at 
3 p.m. hove up, and made sail at half past 3 p.m., put the pilot 
on shore at ten p.m., the wind increasing with rain; at 11 p.m. 
stowed the outer jib and took in the 2 reefs in the Main-sail, 
strong gales, took in the Topsail. Midnight. Strong gales from 
the S.S.E. At 3 a.m. sprung the foremast close by the Deck— 
stowed the foresail and secured the masts with tackles, etc. 


That on the 25th day of the aforesaid month of October at 
2 p.m., came too at the ballast grounds at 3 Rivers. 


That during her stay there got in a new foremast and took 
on board her cargo of Deals, etc. 


That on the 15th day of November weighed and made sail 
from Three Rivers. 


That on the 16th day of the aforesaid month of November 
blowing very hard with thick weather bore up and run back, and 
at 9 a.m. came to anchor in 3 fathoms water. Strong Gales. 


That on the 17th day of the aforesaid month of November 
the wind veered round to the Westward blowing strong at 4 p.m. 
Weighed and proceeded to Sea at 8 p.m. Bolton Island bore 
N.N.E. Distance five miles. 


That on the 19th day of the aforesaid month of November, 
Canso light bore W. b. S. 4 S. distance 6 miles. At 8 a.m., Strong 
gales from the S.E. Stowed the Mainsail, Jib staysail and topsail 
and hoved the Vessel too under double reefed topsail. 


That on the 20th day of the aforesaid month of November 
at 4 p.m. the wind veered suddenly to the N.W. and blew a heavy 
gale ; put them under bare poles. Sea running very high. At 
4 a.m., more moderate, set the Topsail and Jib with a prop— 
heavy sea running—Ship labouring much. 


That on the 26th day of the aforesaid month of November, 
Wind N.W. at 8 a.m., blowing strong, carrying easy canvas. 


That on the 27th day of the aforesaid month of November, 
stowed the Topsail, a very high sea running, Ship labouring and 
making water. At 7 p.m. brought the ship under a Balance reef 
and Mainsail. At 7 a.m. little more moderate, hove away. 


That on the 28th day of the aforesaid month of November 
at 3 p.m. heavy gales and tremendous squalls; hove to under 
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3 reefed Topsails, ship labouring hard and shipping a great deal 
of water; pump constantly going. 


That on the 29th day of the aforesaid month of November 
tremendous gales with an awful sea running. 


That on the Ist day of December blowing a complete 
hurricane, and a tremendous heavy sea broke on board, carried 
away the foremast, mainmast boat, bulwarks stanchions, covering 
boards, Head Cutwater, Companion, with every moveable article 
on Deck and lost one man overboard. Ship quite unmanageable 
—the wreck ranging alongside, and fearing it would endanger the 
safety of the ship, were compelled to cut it away from the Vessel. 
Ship making a great deal of water and men nearly exhausted. 


That on the 6th day of the aforesaid month of December 
tigged the Main Boom for a Jury foremast. Wind moderated, 
made sail and proceeded under Jurymasts. 


That on the 9th day of the aforesaid month of December 
hove the Vessel too, under the mainsail ; ship making a great deal 
of water. 


That on the 15th day of the aforesaid month of December 
made Mizen Head bearing E.N.E. 


That on the 19th day of the aforesaid month of December 
they made Lundy Island at 7 a.m. bearing E.S.E. distance 15 
miles. 

That on the 20th day of the aforesaid month of December 
came to with the small bower in Newport River. 


SHIP ‘‘ ECONOMIST” PROTEST. 
By this Public Instrument of Protest and Declaration. 


Be it known and made manifest unto all whom it may concern 
that on the Ist day of April 1839 before me T. M. Llewellin, 
Notary Public, duly admitted, practising, and residing at Newport, 
in the County of Monmouthshire, personally appeared John 
Buckingham, Mate, Thomas Pearse, Seaman, and Joseph Lapoint, 
Seaman, all of and belonging to the good ship or vessel called the 
Economist of Newport of the burthen of 323 Tons per register 
measurement or thereabouts, who do solemnly protest affirm and 
declare that on the Ist day of November last 1838, they, these 
deponents, with the rest of the said Ship’s Company, set sail 
therewith from Quebec (the vessel being then tight, staunch, 
strong, properly manned, and equipped for Sea) with a cargo of 
Timber, Deals, and Lathwood on board bound to Newport. 


That on the 3rd day of the aforesaid month of November 
with light breezes abreast of Green Island they discharged the 
Pilot and with all possible sail set to the very best advantage 
proceeded on their voyage. 


That on the 7th day of the aforesaid month of November 
they encountered a tremendous hurricane during which time the 
wind veered round from the South South East to North West 
accompanied with lightning. The vessel broached to and was 
thrown on her beam ends, carried away the Foreyard, Foresail, 
Foretopsail, and Fore topmast Stay sail ; tried to set the spanker 
to keep her too, but it split ; then set the Main Trysail which split 
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also, the ship rolling everything off the Lee side of the deck; 
carried away Bulwarks, Rain water casks and a great many other 
articles which could not be saved. Ship labouring tremendously 
so that the men could not stand to the pumps. Secured the 
wreck as well as they could at A.M. An awful gale, the sky 
having a terrific appearance ; the ship still down on her broad 
side ; tried to get the Pumps to work, but could not stand ; at 
noon the sky broke a little and the gale eased ; they prepared to 
clear the wreck; the ship appeared to have suffered much, the 
waterways and seams of the decks quite open. 


That on the 8th day of the aforesaid month of November 
the gale continuing to blow with great violence Cape Gaspe bore 
W.N.W. Nore W.N.W. distance five or six leagues. Bent our 
fore Topmast Staysail and got the vessel before the wind; got 
the pumps rigged, the vessel having 5 feet water in the hold. 
Ship rolling heavy with a heavy sea, the pumps choaked by the 
washing of the Ballast; lifted and cleated them 3 inches. At 
noon bent the foresail. 

That on the 9th day of the aforesaid month of November 
employed in bending the Foresail and Topsail and pumped the 
ship with 4 feet water in the hold. That at 7 a.m., the gale again 
increasing, hauled up the Foresail, the ship lurching and straining 
very much, close reefed the Foretopsail and furled the foresail. 


That on the 10th day of the aforesaid month of November 
the sea running very heavy, the ship labouring, lurching and 
straining tremendously. The sea striking her heavy under the 
counter and shipping a great deal of water ; the pumps constantly 
at work. That at 8 wore the ship to the E.S.E., the wind then 
south, furled the Fore topsail and Fore topmast stay sail and 
laid the ship too, under the close reefed main Topsail and Trysail. 
At midnight heavy squalls. 


That at 7 am. the wind veered to the N.W. and more 
moderate, set the Foresail and Topsails and made sail. 


That on the 11th day of the aforesaid month of November 
at midnight Cape Ray bore East half North distance 10 miles, 
the wind more moderate, made sail, pumping ship every hour 
and repairing the damage done in the late gales. 


That on the 19th day of the aforesaid month of November 
blowing very heavy, the ship laying too under the close reefed 
Trysail and the sea running very high. A heavy sea broke over 
the Larboard quarter, hove the ship down, carried away the after 
quarter davits, and washed the boat away; the decks full of 
water, the ship appeared to have sustained some material injury, 
the Bulk Heads of the Cabin all settled down ; they were appre- 
hensive, some of the beams were broken, the vessel rolling and 
pitching very much; started some of the cargo forward; both 
pumps again choked, lifted them 12 inches and cleated them. 


That on the 21st day of the aforesaid month of November 
the vessel rolling and straining very much, all the Cabin bulk 
heads gave way, the sea striking the ship very heavy, washed 
out the Binnacle Lights several times. The men continually at 
the pumps. 

That on the 23rd day of the aforesaid month of November 
the vessel laying under close reefed main Topsail and Trysail, 
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ship straining and the pumps constantly going, very heavy squalls 
and the ship at times on her beam ends. All hands constantly 
at the pumps, the waterways quite open ; carried away the main 
Trysail and the vessel making very bad weather and not able to 
get the pumps to suck. 


That on the 25th day of the aforesaid month of November 
the pumps getting continually choked were obliged to cut them 
to get them to work and could not get the pumps to suck. 


That on the 3rd day of December they endured a constant 
succession of gales of wind the vessel having from 4 to 5 feet of 
water in the Hold, the pumps continually getting choked they 
Mire obliged to cut them until they were reduced upwards of 
2 feet. 


That on the aforesaid 3rd day of December they made Lundy 
Island at 4 p.m. At 7 a.m. they were abreast of the Holmes and 
at 9 a.m. brought up in Lavernock Roads, the vessel then having 
5 feet of water in the hold. That at 4 p.m. got underway and at 
8 p.m. brought up in Newport River. 


That on the 14th day of the aforesaid month of December 
they commenced discharging the vessel, and that on the Ist day 
of January 1839 completed the same. 


As Newport commerce is world wide, so her casualties 
occurred at points as far distant as Shanghai, where the ribs 
of the Idas were rotting on one of the Saddle Islands in 1864, 
and the Gulf of Mexico, where the Teresina went down in 
1872. 


The Alexandra Dock was the scene of a disaster in 1878. 
The Chrysolite, a schooner, 477 tons, of Liverpool, was taking 
a cargo of coal, and loading was almost complete, when, at 
1.0 a.m. on June 6th, a terrific explosion in the hold blew 
the trimmers into the dock and caused severe injuries to the 
engineers and master. The vessel was soon in flames, and 
the injured and dying were calling for help. Local fire engines 
were quickly in attendance and the outbreak was subdued 
after some hours. Four of the trimmers lost their lives. 


An event which had no parallel in the history of the port 
occurred shortly before 11.0 o’clock on the night of the 10th 
of January, 1882. Two steamers, the Primus, of Whitby, 
with a cargo of pig iron, and the Constancia, of Bilbao, with 
850 tons of iron ore, came up river to enter the Town Dock. 
The Constancia was leading, and was put first into the lock, 
and then the Primus was ordered to follow, it being intended 
to lock both vessels at once and abreast. As the Primus was 
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getting into position the ships jammed, the width of the 
quay being insufficient to take them, and to make matters 
worse, the Primus was only partly in the lock, so the outer 
gates could not be closed. Three hydraulic capstans and a 
steam tug were brought to bear on the Primus, in order to 
get her into the river, but she was immovable ; and as the 
vessels lowered with the receding tide the ‘‘ jam’’ increased 
until the broadside of each vessel burst. In heeling over on 
to the Constancia, the Primus ripped up her deck, carried 
away all deck gear, broke both masts, and completely smashed 
her hull. 


The Dock was full of shipping and numerous claims for 
demurrage were incurred, as the vessels could not get out. 
The Primus was a wreck, but the Constancia, although 
seriously damaged, was capable of repair and soon made 
seaworthy. 


A noteworthy feature in connection with Newport shipping 
from 1850 to 1875 is the number of vessels built for, or 
purchased by, Newport owners in Prince Edward Island, 
Nova Scotia. Equally noteworthy is the fact that the life 
of these vessels seldom exceeded five years, and many of 
them (the majority) came to an untimely end. Most of these 
ships were brigs ranging from 200 to 250 register tonnage, 
but a few were barque rigged, with a tonnage of from 300 
to 500 burden. 


Particulars are given for 1864-65. 


Newport Vessels built at Prince Edward Island. 
Name Tons Original Owner Notes 
Frank 213° J. N. Knapp Wrecked near Algeciras, 


12.2.68 
Surprise 228 Robt. Gething 
Onward 257 William Williams Foundered at anchorage in 
River Plate, 15.8.66 
Courier 209 David Price Abandoned at sea, 26.12.76 
Saladin 199 Wm. Childs Webb 
Matchless 298 William Williams Lost Lat. 39, 7 N, 41, 3W., 
9.9.66 
Mattie 260 Thos. Beynon Lost on Molasses Reefs, 
Island of Inagua, 1.1.66 
Progress 299 Chas. W. Ingram Lost near Hayti, 7.3.67 
Bellona 247 James Harman 
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Name Tons Original Owner Notes 
it Aaa 207. Thomas Heal Abandoned at sea, 31.1.70 
‘ope 


Superb 431 J.N. Knapp Lost at Santa Anna, 28.6.66 
Maggie 241 Wm. C. Webb 
Prarie 205 J. Maddocks 
Flower E. Le Grand 
* and others 
Lizzie 295 Wm. Pugsley 
Frances 195 JamesGraham _ Lost in Gulf of Mexico, 


Graham 22.12.65 
Princess 356 RB. Gething, Jr. 
Alice 
Amity 271 Wm. Williams Lost off Port Charlotte, 
21.1.75 
Praivie 269 Jas. Tadd 
Gem 
Sunbeam 212 W.S. Lang Lost Lat. 44, 2 N., Long. 
20 W., 11.9.68 


Juniper 230 Wm. Pugsley 


In the latter half of the nineteenth century, Dock Street 
was the centre from which radiated the commerce of Newport, 
and the consular offices and commercial houses extended 
from Skinner Street to the Town Dock. In Skinner Street 
was the office of Mr. R. W. Stonehouse, consul for many 
nations, and, nearby, the premises of Messrs. Edwards, 
Rodgers and Co., shipbrokers, the partners of which sub- 
sequently separated and each conducted a similar business _ 
in his own house. At that period Mr. Rodgers occupied an — 
office at the foot of Llanarth Street, moving later to offices 
now occupied by Messrs. Jesseman and Co., at the junction 
of Dock Street and George Street. 


Not far from Mr. Rodgers’ offices were the premises of 
Messrs. Hughes and Co., who were succeeded by Mr. G, I. 
Jones—Messrs. Jones Brothers—who built a fine suite of 
offices at the corner of Dock Street and Dolphin Street. 
In 1847 Mr. G. W. Jones succeeded to the business of Mr. 
R. W. Gething, who became Harbour Master and held the 
office for many years. Mr. Robert Gething, junior, formerly 
the managing clerk of Messrs. J. N. Knapp and Co., carried 
on business in this neighbourhood. He was succeeded by 
his son Owen, who was followed by Mr. Griffith J. Jones, 
Mayor of Newport, 1931-32. Close at hand were the 
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offices of Mr. Tom Beynon, shipowner and broker who, for 
a short time, was associated with Captain Wells. When 
this partnership was dissolved, Mr. Beynon was joined by 
his brother Theophilus, and they opened the Newport- 
_Abercarn Colliery, a very successful venture which contri- 
buted much to the commerce of the port. 


At Pillgwenlly were the offices of Mr. J. N. Knapp, 
American Consul, born at Newbury Port, Mass. ; from whence 
he sailed as a Captain, subsequently establishing himself at 
Newport. At a later period Mr. Knapp occupied rooms at 
the corner of Ruperra Street, when he conducted the 
chartering agency of Messrs. J. Vipond and Co. 


Returning to Dock Street, there were the offices of Mr. 
Robert Wilkinson, Mr. E. C. Downing and Messrs. Budd 
and Co. Messrs, Alfred Tapson and Co. had offices in the 
old Monmouthshire Canal Company’s premises. Mr. Tapson’s 
business was mainly concerned with pitwood., Further on 
were established Mr. John Berrill, and Messrs. John Moses 
and Co.; in the vicinity, Messrs. R. W. Jones and Co., 
steamship owners and brokers, and almost surrounding the 
present Custom House were the representatives of Messrs. 
Cory Brothers and Co. (Cardiff), shipbrokers and colliery 
owners, E. Lloyd and Co., Messrs. Pyman, Watson and Co., 
Douglas Morgan and Co., John Cory and Sons, steamship 
owners and brokers, Thomas Wilkes, shipbroker, Messrs. 
William Blow and Co., Morteo and Co., and Watts, Watts 
and Co., owners and brokers. 


The record would be incomplete without reference to 
Messrs. Jones, Heard and Co., Ltd., chartered shipbrokers, 
receiving, shipping and forwarding agents and local repre- 
sentatives of the principal Lines of General Cargo vessels 
calling at Newport. This business, one of the oldest and 
best known in the Bristol Channel, was established in 1847 
by Mr. George W. Jones, who succeeded to the business of 
Mr. R. W. Gething in that year and decided to conduct it 
in his own name. In 1863 he took into partnership Mr. 
W. E. Heard, who first entered the business in 1849 as office 
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boy. The style of the firm then became G. W. Jones, Heard 
and Co. On the death of Mr. Jones, in 1880, Mr. Heard 
became sole proprietor. In 1902 the firm, for family reasons, 
‘was incorporated under the style of Jones, Heard and 
Company, Limited, Mr. Heard being appointed Chairman, 
which position he holds to-day. Notwithstanding his great 
age—he is now in his 98th year—and the fact that he has 
been actively engaged in the business for 82 years, he still 
takes a lively interest in and visits the Company's offices 
almost daily. Associated with him is Mr. Arthur W. Heard 
(Managing Director), who commenced his business career 
with the firm in 1884. 


In its hey-day, Dock Street was the local ‘‘ Baltic,’ to 
which came silk-hatted magnates in carriage and pair. Here 
quotations were made for the coal orders of the world, and 
chartering settled for the ships of every country with maritime 
trade. Some conception of the activity can be gathered 
from the names of the firms previously mentioned, and to 
these must be added Messrs. Grasdorff, Ponsonby, Proctor 
Eeles, G. Sparkes, W. E. Williams, D. Ludgate Flack, Oliver 
Webb, and Walter West. Now, although a shadow of its 
former greatness, it still transacts an enormous amount of 
business, the nature of which has largely changed with the 
times. 


A feature in the development of the commerce of the port 
was the establishment of The Newport and South Wales 
Shipowners Company, Limited. The prospectus was printed 
at the office of the Daily Telegram, in 1876, and a copy is 
appended :— 


THE NEWPORT AND SOUTH WALES 
SHIPOWNERS COMPANY 
Limited. 


Registered under the Companies’ Act, 1862 and 1867, by which 
the Liability of every Shareholder is limited to the amount of 
his Shares. i: 


CAPITAL—£100,000, in 10,000 Shares of £10 each. 
First issue 5,000 Shares. 
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Payable, £1 on Application and £1 on Allotment. The 
balance to be called up as required at intervals of not less than 
three months, and instalments of not more than £2 per Share. 


Directors :—H. Russell Evans, 52, Lombard Street, London, 
and Newport. 

R. H. Richards, Palmyra Place, Newport. 
James Edmunds, High Street, Newport. 
Hugh Woodburn, Bridge Street, Newport. 
Alderman Lewis, Carisbrooke Villa, Newport. 
Samuel Goss, King’s Vale, Newport. 

Bankers :—West of England and South Wales District Bank,. 
Newport. 

Solicitors :—Williams & Co., 16 Dock Street, Newport. 

Auditors :—R. C. Slade and Son, Newport. 

Manager :—T. R. Rees. 

Secretary :—J. W. Watts (pro Tem). 

Offices :—Dock Street, Newport, Mon. 


PROSPECTUS. 


The Company is formed for the purpose of purchasing, from 
time to time, as may be deemed expedient by the Directors, 
Sailing Ships and Steamers, suitable for the home and foreign 
trades. A preliminary agreement has been entered into with 
Mr. T. R. Rees for the purchase of the Splendid Clipper Barque, 
Rosedale, which has a carrying capacity of about 900 tons, at the 
price of £8000. The Ship is now fitting out at Barnstaple, and 
will be ready for sea in one month, 


The Elaine, now on her first voyage, is also under offer to 
the Company, and as soon as she arrives in this country steps will 
be immediately taken to ascertain whether the price asked is a 
fair and reasonable one. 


The Shareholders who had agreed to become co-owners with 
Mr. Rees in the Rosedale have expressed their approval of the 
formation of this Company, and of the £8000 required to complete 
the purchase, subscriptions for about £6000 have already been 
promised. Many of Mr. Rees’ co-owners in the other ships under 
his management have also agreed to subscribe. 


The Directors, have, as well, promises of support from many 
other sources, which indicates that investors prefer the protection 
of limited liability to the usual mode of managing ships. 


The present is a particularly favourable time for the purchase 
of both Ships and Steamers, and contracts can now be entered 
into which, as compared with three years ago, show a reduction 
of from 20 to 25 per cent. in the cost of construction. 


Profits averaging over 20 per cent. per annum are shown to 
have been made by the ships under Mr. Rees’ management, and 
although the state of trade is not now so favourable as was the 
case during the period covered by these profits, yet the Directors 
have confidence that with judicious management, large dividends 
may continue to be realised. 
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Care will be taken to effect Insurances on all the Company’s 
ships, so as to fully cover the Shareholders from loss. This will 
be carried out either through first-class underwriters at Lloyd’s, 
or some of the wealthy Marine Insurance Companies. 


No promotion money or consideration of any kind is paid to 
any person in connection with the formation of the Company. 


In regard to the management, Mr. Rees has agreed to transact 
all the business, and pay the entire office expenses for a commission 
of 24 per cent. on the returns. It is further expressly stipulated 
that the Company will be credited with every payment and 
allowance received from every source. 


Prospectuses and Forms of application, and all other 
particulars may be obtained of the Solicitors, the Manager, and 
at the Offices of the Company. 


The Company acquired the Rosedale, 495 tons, the Elaine, 
233 tons, and the Julia, 268 tons. The Directors also had 
an interest in the brigantines Dictator, Duchess, Lord 
Tredegar, Charles P. Knight, John B. Wood, and the barque 
City of Lima (formerly George Ruxton). The Rosedale was 
sold to a Belfast purchaser in 1879 ; the Elaine was wrecked 
three miles north of Wicklow Harbour on the 9th January, 
1883 ; and the Julia was conveyed to owners in Swansea. 


The shipowners of Newport maintain the prestige of their 
predecessors. They possess a fine merchant fleet and carry 
on the business overseas which has given to the port a great 
and world-wide reputation. 


From Trident House, in which the moving spirit is Mr. 
Pardoe Thomas, is controlled the White Cross Line, with its 
modern fleet of ‘‘ Knights’’—St. George, St. Michael, Si. 
John, etc., specially designed and constructed for the carriage 
of general cargo to and from all parts of the world. 


The firm of Mordey, Son and Co., Ltd., was founded under 
the name of Mordey, Jones and Co., at Newport in 1884, by 
the late Mr. Thomas Henry Mordey, J.P., and the late Mr. 
Edmund W. Jones, carrying on business as shipowners and 
brokers, iron ore importers and coal exporters. They owned, 
prior to the War, the steamers Mardy, Auckland Castle and 
Gwendoline, running in the Spanish, French and near 
Continental trades. The Mardy was lost off Bilbao in 1898, 
and the Auckland Castle was torpedoed during the War. 
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During the War and afterwards the firm managed the 
steamers Ellaline and Polcres on behalf of the Shipping 
Controller. In 1923 they had the steamer Gwentland built 
at Sunderland, and in 1926 acquired the Forestgate, re-named 
the Gwentgate. The firm has maintained a regular service 
between Antwerp and Ghent and the Bristol Channel since 
1899. The firm became a private limited company in 1920. 


Messrs. E. W. Jones and C. C. Jones retired from the 
company in 1924, and the name was changed to Mordey, 
Son and Co., Ltd. The present Managing Director is Mr. 
William Mordey. 


The extent of the trade carried on may be gathered from 
the fact that the steamers engaged in the services from 
Antwerp and Ghent to the Bristol Channel, and vice versa, 
carried over 350,000 tons in 1930. 


Nearly all of the important mercantile services have 
maintained a long and honourable association with Newport. 
The Royal Mail Steam Packet Company, Alfred Holt and 
Co., Messrs. Lamport and Holt, Messrs. Houlder Brothers 
and Messrs. Arthur Holland and Co., Ltd., for more than 
half a century have made Newport a port of call. Through 
the medium of the Clan Line, Messrs. Cayser, Irvine and Co. 
have connected Newport with India and South Africa for 
over forty years. The Harrison, Ellerman and Anchor 
lines have been regular traders for a lengthy period. 


Owners, brokers, and agents of the present day are worthy 
successors of those pioneers on the Usk four centuries ago. 


CHAPTER XI. 


CUSTOM HOUSES AND CUSTOMS OFFICERS. 


The old Tollbooth, whether used for the receipt of local 
or imperial Customs, or both, must be considered as the first 
Custom House in Newport. No record exists of the Customs 
Officers of this period. We approach certainty in the time 
of Elizabeth, when deputies, already mentioned, were 
appointed by Royal Commission for the creek of Newport ; 
and we are on sure ground in 1649, when the Customs officials 
were Mr. Jo. Plumley and Mr. John Rosser. 


In 1701 the Customs Staff at Newport consisted of a waiter 
and deputy searcher, and a waiter and boatman in the yawl. 
The quarterly salary accounts show :— 


Newport & s. d. 


Waiter and Searcher David Seys to be maintained 
in part with the Searcher’s 


ffees and from the King... 315 0 
More by addition ee 1,5 ‘0 

5 
Waiter and Boatman James Lewis SP 315 0 
in the yawl More by addition ove i'd: 0 
5 0 0 


In 1737 David Seys was superannuated, and in his place 
Thomas Williams was appointed as Deputy Customer. In 
addition to his salary he received a rent of 7/6 per quarter 
for the Custom House, “‘ being his own house.” An additional 
Boatman—Benjamin Lewis—was appointed in 1738. ‘In 
course of time, the successors to these officers were Henry 
Jones, Deputy Customer 1739, John Morgan, boatman in 
the yawl 1740, John Hall, additional boatman 1750. Prior 
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to the appointment of John Hall, the Collector authorised 
Thomas Jones, ‘‘ one of the stoutest and ablest mariners in 
the port,”’ to supply the vacancy ; and when in 1756, John 
Hall died, the vacancy was filled temporarily by Richard 
Burton, “‘ a stout, lusty sailor who belonged to one or other 
of the coasting vessels from his infancy, qualified in every 
respect for the service and who can write a tolerable hand.” 
This Richard Burton was the father of the founder of the firm 
Burton and Sons, wharfingers and warehouse proprietors. 


In 1776 the officials were : Henry Jones, Deputy Customer 
of the coal duties; Thomas Jones, Waiter and Searcher ; 
David Jones, Waiter and Boatman ; and Thomas Stockwood, 
Additional Boatman. 


Thomas Jones retired in 1789, and was succeeded by John 
Brewer, forty-four years of age, who had been in affluent 
circumstances, ‘‘ having supported himself as a Doctor and 
Apothecary, but his friends finding that his business was in 
the decline have been induced to use their interest to obtain 
for him this place in the Custom House.’’ Because of his 
large family, and the necessity to restrict his expenses, 
arrangements were made for him to receive instruction in 
his official duties at Newport. In addition to his position 
as Customs waiter and searcher, he occupied a farm at 
Maesglas ; and there was a rumour that he continued secretly 
to practise his profession as a Doctor of Medicine. A com- 
plaint, by anonymous letter, that he was acting as ‘‘ Surgeon 
and man midwife ” was strongly denied by him, and in reply 
he stated that he had ‘‘ declined his business in favour of 
his son thereby exciting the jealousy of others following the 
same business.” He was a descendant of Sir Thomas Brewer, 
of Devonshire (or Somerset), whose family settled in Newport, 
and throughout the nineteenth century were intimately 
associated with the official, civic and professional life of the 
town. His son Marmaduke became the first Collector of 
Customs in Newport, his grandson Marmaduke was appointed 
Postmaster in 1845, and his great grandson Marmaduke John 
entered the Customs service. 
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In the rate book for the borough of Newport for the year 
1795 there is a record of an assessment for the Custom House, 
as follows :— 


David Jones, house and garden. 
David Jones, for Custom House adjoining. 


The amount of the rate was 3/9, and the valuation of the 
Custom House 15/-. This building was one of four tenements 
situate on Waterside, not far from the old Moderator ware- 
house, and held on a yearly rental of £2 10s. Od. Two of 
the houses were occupied by the Customs boatmen, Richard 
Burton and James Dudley, and the third by David Jones, 
the coast waiter. For some unknown reason a move was 
made about 1804. Suitable accommodation was scarce and 
at a premium, for the new premises consisted of a single 
room, 12 feet by 8 feet, and the rent, £10 per annum. 


The progress of the port necessitated additional staff. In 
1801 the officials comprised John Brewer, Deputy Customer, 
Richard Jones, Deputy Controller, Marmaduke Brewer, 
Searcher, Richard Burton, William Lucas and James Dudley, 
boatmen. Richard Jones was succeeded by Philip Reece, 
and no further change occurred until 1813, when John Brewer 
retired at the age of 70. At that time he was Principal 
Coast Officer, and his successor to this office was his son 
Marmaduke who also continued occupation of the farm at 
Maesglas. é 


The unsuitability of the Custom Hotes had exercised the 
minds of the officials for some time, and eventually a further 
change was made in 1810, when a much better building, 
owned by Sir Charles Morgan, became available. The letter 
from his agent was to the effect that Sir Charles ‘‘ offered 
the premises for a few years until the great improvements 
then making at Pillgwenlly were completed, when he would 
erect (if the Board should accept his offer) a handsome and 
commodious Custom House in a central and convenient 
situation for the business of Newport and Pillgwenlly.” 
From 1810 to 1823 the Custom House was a portion of the 
buildings of the old Westgate Inn, on the site which, later, 
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was occupied by the Corner Shop at the junction of Bridge 
Street and Stow Hill, and where the branch of the Midland 
Bank now stands. The fact that it was stated to be within 
fifty yards of the quays and in full view thereof indicates 
that Cinderhill Pill and Waterside Wharf must have reached 
to the top of Skinner Street. 


In 1818 a Watch house was built at the Western extremity 
of the Hundred Acres Pill, at Pillgwenlly, and later gave its 
name to the thoroughfare known as Watchhouse Parade. 
It stood close to the site on which is the western column of 
the Transporter Bridge. It was in this building on the 
23rd December, 1819, as a tidewaiter, that Edward Frost 
commenced his service career. He was first cousin to John 
Frost, who later became Mayor of Newport and leader of 
the Chartists, and his strong support and partisanship led 
to a complaint in an anonymous letter, addressed to the 
Commissioners of Customs, which throws a piquant sidelight 
on John Frost in particular and public affairs in general. 


The writer states :— 


* 

In the year 1821 this town (Newport) in consequence of the 
efforts of a few factious individuals became the scene of great 
riot and disorder and continued to remain so until about the 
month of August, 1822. During that period almost every 
individual of any respectability was attacked through the press 

__ by the most slanderous and in some instances horrible accusations, 
for instance one person who held the office of Town Clerk was 

° pet of having committed murder. The institutions of the 
coun ere all attacked in like manner and it was held out that 

a revolution was at the door and the lower orders of people were 
invited openly to fix on some estate or other property of their 
superiors for the purpose of taking possession of it when such 
revolution should break out. The leader of the party was selected 
for punishment and was prosecuted civilly and criminally for the 
libels of which he had been the author, in the civil action a verdict 
was given against him for £1000 damages and in the criminal 
prosecution he was sentenced to six months imprisonment (by 
the court of the King’s Bench) in the Coldbath Fields Prison. 

_ Amongst that man’s most forward and open abettors is a person 
_ who holds a situation in the Custom House at Newport, of the 
name of Edward Frost, who has been in the constant habit of 
announcing at the Custom House, and other places where he has 
been employed, the several libellous publications before they have 
been published and openly approving them when published. 
He was arranging and assisting in the proceedings of a mob who 
went out to meet the libeller on his return from the six months’ 
imprisonment, and he was seen to come into the town with a 
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large crowd of the lowest order of the people who escorted the 
libeller. 


The letter contained other charges, but apparently there 
was no ground for official action, for Edward Frost continued 
his service and eventually was promoted to the office of Tide 
Surveyor. 


A burglary occurred at the Watchhouse on the night of 
May 22nd, 1820, and the articles stolen included a spying 
glass, a pistol, a sweeping brush, a mop, the key of the boat- 
house, one bottle of whiskey, and a great coat. The 
particulars were cried around the town by the Town Crier, 
and a reward of £5 offered, but without success. At the 
special inquiry it was proved by two witnesses that one of 
the boatmen, who should have been on duty, was in his house 
threequarters of a mile away. When asked ‘‘ How was he 
dressed ? ” they replied ‘‘ In his shirt.’’ The other boatman 
was also at home and unaware of the occurrence until informed 
by his colleague. The circumstances were too serious to be 
treated lightly, and the men were removed from the Service. 


In 1823 occupation of the Custom House at the Westgate 
Inn terminated, and for a time official business was trans- 
acted in the house of the Collector, Mr. Marmaduke Brewer, 
in Skinner Street. The necessity for a Custom House, 
befitting the status of the port was, however, soon apparent. 
Mr. Brewer had suitable premises built on a site adjoining 
his house, and these were open to the public on the 16th 
June, 1828, The building comprised the Long Room in 
which were accommodated the first and second clerks, the 
deputy patentee of the Bill of Entry office, and the Receiver 
of Lights and Merchant Seamen’s dues ; two offices for the 
Collector and Comptroller ; one office for the Searchers and 
Tide Surveyors ; one office for the Locker, Tidewaiters and 
boatmen ; and one room in which the housekeeper (Mary 
Emanuel) lived. The Queen’s Warehouse was situated next 
door. 


The Custom House was not always used for official purposes. 
One of the Collector’s daughters gave lessons in dancing, and 
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the Long Room was the place of instruction where Fiddler 
Jacobs provided the music whilst gentle ladies and gentlemen 
received tuition in the art of terpsichore. 


When Newport was made an independent port in 1823, 
the Customs officials were Marmaduke Brewer, Collector, 
John Smith Phillips, Comptroller, Edward Waters, Clerk, 
Ivor Phillips, Tide Surveyor, Joseph Latch, Searcher, Edward 
Frost and Edward John, Boatmen. Joseph Latch resigned 
in 1834 and began business on his own account. He was the 
first Mayor under the Municipal Corporations Act, 1836, and 
filled the office again in 1846. John Smith Phillips was a 
son of the squire of Risca. After many years service he left 
and took a post under the Pilotage Commissioners. 
Marmaduke Brewer was succeeded by Edward Bell, who held 
the Collectorship from 1841 to 1850, during which time the 
Town Dock was opened. Three weeks after this event, 
George Rogers, one of the tidewaiters, met his death under 
tragic circumstances. On the evening of November 2nd, 
1842, he was boarded on a vessel in the Town Dock, and at 
8.30 o’clock his mother brought a small bottle of hartshorn 
oil to ease his sore throat. The night was dark, and the 
weather rough, so she gave the bottle to another officer who 
hailed Rogers on the other side of the Dock. Rogers crossed 
over and obtained the bottle, but on returning missed the 
bridge, fell into the lock, and was drowned. 


In 1845 Stephen Rogers, was appointed landing waiter 
and second Custom House clerk. Formerly he was in business 
as a wholesale and retail grocer and provision merchant, 
but after the Chartist riots his trade declined to such an 
extent that he became a bankrupt. He had many enemies 
who were so vindictive as to endeavour to get him removed 
from his office, but without success. A few years later, 
when he applied for promotion, Sir Thomas Phillips revealed 
the following facts :-— 


In 1839 whilst I served the Office of Mayor of Newport, I 
required that he (Stephen Rogers) should be sworn as a special 
constable for the preservation of the public peace and the pro- 
tection of property ; and he acted with zeal, courage and ability 
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during the Chartist outbreak. In the night of the 3rd and morning 
of the 4th November, 1839, when a large body of men marched 
upon and entered the town and attacked the Magistrates, the 
Constables and the Queen’s soldiery, he was actively engaged in 
aiding the civil powers, and on the night of the 4th of November 
in conjunction with Mr. Thomas J. Phillips, then Clerk to the 
Magistrates, he captured John Frost with firearms upon his 
person in the house of one of his adherents where he was concealed. 
For this service of loyalty Stephen Rogers lost the whole of his 
trade, was ruined in a pecuniary sense and made bankrupt, but 
immediately received his certificate. 


The application for promotion was supported by Messrs. 
Octavius Morgan and James Coles, magistrates, and also by 
R. J. Blewitt, Esquire,, M.P. for Monmouth and a 
magistrate of the county, under whose orders Rogers was 
acting when Frost was arrested. 


Robert Cullum, who was Controller under Edward Bell, 
became Collector in 1853, and held the office for fifteen years. 
He was a capable administrator and an excellent executive 
officer, and the older generation of shipping agents regard 
him as ‘‘one of the best officials who ever entered Dock 
Street.”” Mr. W. E. Heard, the G.O.M. of Newport, described 
him as follows :— 

He was a portly gentleman, full featured, always well dressed, 
rigidly strict in his own performance of his duties and exacting 
the same from others. I remember when his son, Mr. R. G. 
Cullum, head clerk of Messrs. Batchelors, Timber Merchants, 
tendered on one occasion their cheque for duty on a consignment 
of timber, he refused it and demanded cash. He always enforced 
his rule—cash for duties. On another occasion an old captain 
and neighbour of Mr. Cullum, arriving at Newport from France 
brought a large basket of beautiful grapes which he sent with his 
compliments to Mr. Cullum, who promptly but politely refused 


it, saying that his position as an Officer of H.M. Customs required 
that he did not accept presents of any kind. 


In 1847 the situation of the Watch House became 
inconvenient for hailing and boarding vessels in consequence 
of tram roads, coal yards and jetty heads recently erected 
by the Tredegar Wharf Company between it and the river 
bank. Thereupon arrangements were made whereby the 
Company agreed to build a new Watch House threequarters 
of a mile lower down and “‘ opposite the bight where vessels 
tack when coming up against a contrary wind.” The new 
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building was completed in 1851 and first occupied on Septem- 
ber 25th. It was in a very isolated spot, surrounded by 
fields on three sides and a public trackway on the fourth, 
and a rail fence was provided to keep off the cattle. On 
modern maps the position can be located on the south side 
of the old lock to the North Dock. When the North Dock was 
opened, the house became the property of the Alexandra Dock 
Company, but was used by the Customs staff for many years. 


In the Act of Parliament relating to the construction of 
the Town Dock, dated 1835, there is a provision for the 
construction of a stone road from a point opposite the Custom 
House in Lianarth Street. The stone road, no doubt, was 
Canal Parade, but where was the Custom House? Possibly 
one of the two tenements occupied between 1794 and 1810 
was still in existence and in this locality. Official records 
show clearly that in 1835 the Custom House was in Skinner 
Street, adjoining the premises now known as Spencer’s 
Stores, and was used for the business of the port from 1828 
to 1858. 


The provision of a new Custom House became a matter of 
urgency in 1856. Choice lay between a site on the corner of 
South Market Street and Ruperra Street, adjoining the new 
Masonic building, and another in Dock Street within 420 
yards of the new Floating Dock. The first proved to be 
insufficient, and as the second was satisfactory Mr. William 
Hunt built the present Custom House, which was first used 
for public business on the second of March, 1858. At that 
time the staff consisted of Robert Cullum, Collector, Henry 
John Cullum, First Clerk, Stephen Lancefield, Second Clerk, 
James Bladon, Third Clerk, Rowland Henry Nicholas, 1st 
Surveyor, Landing and Coastwaiter, Henry Land, 2nd 
Surveyor, Landing and Coastwaiter, Richard Trew, First 
Tide Surveyor, Methusalem Evans, Second Tide Surveyor, 
Robert Main, Assistant Tide Surveyor, John Frost, Locker, 
and eleven tidewaiters and boatmen. In addition there were 
incidental officials classified as Glutmen and Preferential 
Glutmen. 
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One of the most popular officials was Rowland Henry 
Nicholas. His duties brought him into close touch with the 
shipping fraternity in particular and the commercial life of 
Newport in general, and he ranked second to none in the 
esteem of agents, brokers, shipmasters, and clerks with whom 
he came in contact. He was a very able official, a veritable 
encyclopaedia regarding departmental regulations and port 
practice, whilst his affection for Newport was so great that 
he declined promotion rather than move elsewhere. 


Development in trade entailed an increase in staff, and the 
new entrants included David Jones, Albert John Huxtable, 
Frederick Orders, and Lodowick Milner Rees. David Jones 
commenced his career in the service as an extra boatman, 
at the age of 26. He was placed on the permanent staff, 
and in the course of a very honourable career was promoted 
to Examining Officer at Plymouth, and at the time of his 
retirement was Surveyor at Southampton. Members of his 
family are resident in Newport and actively associated with 
Masonic and public affairs. Lodowick M. Rees was likewise 
a capable and successful Officer and twice gained promotion. 
His son, Mr. Lod Rees, is a Past President of the Newport 
Chamber of Commerce. 


In 1865 Henry Ivins was admitted to office as fourth 
clerk in the Long Room. He was an excellent official and 
advanced by stages to the First Clerkship and thence to 
Examining Officer, Ist class. For some years he was engaged 
on Mercantile Marine duties, and was thus well-known and 
esteemed by every Master and Shipping Agent in the port. 
His preference for Newport caused him to decline promotion, 
and the whole of his service career was spent here. His 
efficiency in the Office was equalled only by his ability on 
the cricket field, where he gained county honours by playing 
for Gloucester. 


Newport appears to have passed through a troublous 
time towards the end of 1868, when, at the general election, 
partisanship broke bounds and led to scenes of great disorder 
which resulted in rioting, and destruction of property and 
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life. The riots began early in the week and developed in 
intensity, being at their worst on November 19th. At 
4.0 p.m. on November 20th, the Senior Examining Officer 
of Customs reported that he had been warned by the Treasurer 
of the Monmouthshire Railway Company that the mob 
intended to attack several buildings in Dock Street, and that 
the Custom House, Railway, etc., were to be special objects 
of such attack. The situation was so serious that military 
forces were under arms ready to proceed to the town at a 
moment’s notice. The Collector was apprehensive, as a 
considerable sum of money, representing duty, was in the 
Queen’s Chest. As a precautionary measure, volunteers from 
the staff were enrolled for duty in the Custom House during 
the night, and were on such duty until 11.0 p.m., when the 
town was quiet and the danger apparently over. 


The volunteers were Messrs. Lancefield, Lewis, Ivens, 
and Jones of the Clerical Staff, Nicholas, Senior Examining 
Officer, Billingham, Flanders, and Tucker, Examining 
Officers, Ray, Mayo, Cumming, Evans and Rees, Outdoor 
Officers, Hunt, Glut Officer. 


Following the completion of the extension of the Old Town 
Dock, a Watch House was built at the head and first used on 
May 17th, 1870. It is still in active service as a hailing 
station and Waterguard Office for all up river traffic, The 
Watch House on the lock side of the North Dock continued 
in use until the second of October, 1912, when it reverted to 
the Docks Company on occupation of the new premises for 
the Waterguard at the South Dock. Since that date the 
only addition has been a boarding station, with office and 
boat slip, at the New Lock to the South Dock Extension. 


From 1851 to 1882 the Collector and his staff carried out 
the Mercantile Marine duties for the Board of Trade. The 
work naturally increased in proportion to the commerce of 
the port, and in 1875 accommodation was so limited that 
additional rooms were built on to the Custom House. Some 
idea of the volume of the work, and of the progress of the 
port, can be gathered from the fact that in 1851 the number 
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of seamen engaged and discharged was 2,158, whereas in 
1874 there were engaged and discharged 833 crews consisting 
of 6,691 men. 361 Money Orders were issued, 913 Money 
Orders were paid, and 946 letters written. The premises 
were always thronged with seamen, and, in the vicinity, 
well-known to the two Mercantile Marine Police Officers, 
were not a few notorious crimps and landsharks. The 
additional accommodation proved all too small and eventually 
the Board of Trade took separate Offices and conducted their 
own work. 


Although the old Mercantile Marine Offices were illuminated 
by gas, this service was not installed in the Long Room and 
other Customs Offices until 1881. Prior to this time artificial 
light was provided by candles, and it was common to see 
eight or ten in use in the Long Room. Following repeated 
applications, in 1878 the Board of Works declined to instal 
gas on the ground that the fittings would cost £50, whereas 
candles consumed in the previous year cost less than £3. 
Thereupon request was made for twelve double sliding 
candlesticks with shades and snuffers and a supply of 
composite candles. Some of the candlesticks, minus the 
snuffers, are amongst a few antiques which remind the 
present staff of a bygone age. 


Various improvements in the Custom House have taken 
place since that time. The rooms vacated by the Board of 
Trade were utilised for Customs business ; the amalgamation 
of Customs and Excise brought new work to the building ; 
and more recently, equipment and accommodation have been 
modernised to meet the needs of the times. 


As a rule, Collectors of Customs are birds of passage, here 
a few years and then away, either to fresh ports or to retire- 
ment. There have been a few, however, who have left their 
mark and are still remembered by the shipping community. 


Robert Cullum has already been mentioned. 


William Muir (1890-1893) was an outstanding official who 
eventually became Surveyor General. 
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Henry Christopher Manners (1893-98) was tall, aristocratic, 
and a gentleman in every respect. He was blind in one eye, 
and there is a tradition that it was this eye which was always 
turned on the faults of his staff. 


William L. Massey (1898-1902) was the last word in 
efficiency. All his energies were devoted to the work of the 
Department, and he expected his staff to give the same 
unstinted loyal service. Under his control officials responded 
to the touch of a master hand, and his discipline was a real 
tonic. 


Arthur Robert Dawson (1906-1912) came to Newport at 
a time when the port was rising rapidly to the pinnacle of 
industrial development and commercial enterprise. The 
extension of the South Dock was nearing completion, the 
construction of the new deep sea lock was in progress, 
wharves adjacent to the Dock were rebuilt and extended, 
and the fact that official requirements were met without 
friction, and quays and wharves approved without delay, is 
a tribute alike to the Collector and to the General 
Manager of the Alexandra (Newport and South Wales) 
Docks and Railway Company, Mr. John Macaulay. 


Richard William Edrupt (1912-1916) succeeded to the 
Collectorate on Mr. Dawson’s removal to Swansea. He 
completed the work necessary for the Commissioners’ approval 
of the South Dock Extension and the New Entrance ; and 
then came the Great War. 


This is a fitting point to bring the story to a conclusion. 
We have traced the development of Uskside, and watched 
the ebb and flow of the tide of commercial affairs from Tudor 
to comparatively recent times. We are still too close to 
the great cataclysm to see events of that period in proper 
perspective. The history of the port, its customs, and 
commerce from 1914 onwards, will lose nothing by waiting 
until, perchance, in the not far distant future, some other 
Collector of Customs and Excise takes up the threads and 
continues weaving a tale which is well worth telling. 


APPENDIX I. 


COASTWISE SHIPPING, NEWPORT AND CAERLEON. 


Port of Cardiffe and members thereof 
Customs Port Books from March 25th to September 29th, 1656. 


The section relating to Newport :— 


Port of Newport, a membr of Cardyff. An accompt of such 
marchantdize and goods as hath binn Imported in to this port by 
Coquette and Certifficatte from other ports within the Comon- 
wealth of England, 25th March to the 29th September 1656. 


10 April. In the Adventure of Tintarne, James Marsh, master, 
for Newport. 
four tons of sow iron from Chepstow. 


12 April. In the John of Tewxbury, Richard Vickers, master» 
for Newport. 
thirty weyghs of mault from Gloucester. 


17 April. In the Speedwell of Newport, Edward Phillips, master’ 
for Newport. 
five barrells, two kilderkins of beere. 
two sackes of salt. 
three hundred of lead. from Bristoll. 


25 April. Inthe Margayvett and Joane of Bristoll, Henry Watkins 
master, for Newport. 
twenty three tons of sow iron. 
Mathew Hopkins, Merchant from Bristoll. 


8 May. In the Mary Rose of Newport, William Taylor, master, 
for Newport. 
twelve hundred weight of brasse and pewter. 
three hides of wether. 
half ton grocery and saltery. 
one fardle of lynen. 
two kilderkins of soape. 
two packes of uphoulsery. 
one hundred dozen of bread. 
two tons of salt. 
William Jones, merchant, from Bristoll. 


28 May. In the Martha and Joane of Bristoll, Henry Watkins’ 
master, for Newport. 

twenty tons of sow iron and two ironpannes. 

Mathew Hopkins, merchant, from Bristoll. 


28 May. In the Mary Rose of Newport, William Taylor, master, 
for Newport. 
five barrells of beere. 
one truss lynen,. 
half ton of grocery and saltery. 
four hundred weight Virginian Tobacco. 
William Jones, merchant, from Bristoll. 
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29 May. Inthe John of Tewxbury, Jonathan Woodward, master, 
for Newport. 
thirty two weyghes of mault and 
fifty bushells of wheate. 
ffrancis Vickers, merchant, from Gloucester. 


5 June. In the Mary Rose of Newport, William Taylor, master, 
for Newport. 
three hundred pound in money. 
half ton grocery and saltery. 
one dicker of tanned leather. 
William Jones, merchant, from Bristoll. 


12 June. In the Speedwell of Newport, William Taylor, master, 
for Newport. 
one hundred bushells of wheate. 
four kilderkins of beere. 
one ton grocery and saltery. 
seven hundredweight of lead. 
three hundredweight Virginia tobacco. 
William Jones, merchant, from Bristoll. 


20 June. In the same bote, William Taylor, master, for Newport. 
seaven barrells of beere. 
one ffardle of Dowlase. 
one ton grocery and saltery. 
one hogshead wyne. 
William Jones, merchant, from Bristoll. 


25 June. In the Mary Rose of Newport, William Taylor, master, 
for Newport. 
six barrells four kilderkins of beere. 
three runlets of wyne. 
one truncke, one baskett of apparell. 
half ton grocery and saltery. 
William Jones, merchant, from Bristoll. 


3 July. In the Mary Rose of Newport, William Taylor, master, 
for Newport. 
five barrells of beere. 
nyne bull hides tanned. 
half ton grocery and saltery. 
more one hogshead one runlet wyne. 
eyght rowles tobacco. 
Thomas Younge, merchant, from Bristoll. 


11 July. In the same bote. 
nine barrells four kilderkins of ale and beere. 
one tonn grocery and saltery. 
seaven thousand pound of Virginia tobaccoe 
more one hogshead one runlet wyne. 
John Williams, merchant, from Bristoll. 


15 July. In the Rogey of Tewxbury, ffrancis Vickers, master, 
for Newport. 
thirty five weyghes of mault. 
forty five bushells of wheate. 
ffrancis Vickers, merchant, from Gloucester. 
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18 July. Inthe Mary Rose of Newport, William Taylor, master, 
for Newport. 
one last of beere. 
two wey of mault. 
one kilderkin of soape. 
half ton grocery and saltery. 
John Williams, merchant, from Bristoll. 


26 July. In the same bote. 
one truss of lynen cloth. 
nynetynyne hides of tanned leather. 
sixteen dickers of pates. 
half a ton grocery and saltery. 
two barrells wyne. 
three runlets wyne. 
John Williams, merchant, from Bristoll. 


31 July. In the same bote. 

thirteen packes, seven trunkes, five 
kilderkins mercery, 

silke, drapery and haberdash wares. 

three ends Hopps. 

eyght kilderkins soape. 

two tons grocery and saltery. 

twenty eyght pounds of cotton wool. 

five peeces of sack cloth. 

Thomas Younge, merchant, from Bristoll. 


12 August. In the same bote. 
One last of beere. 
three tons of pewter, brasse and iron wares. 
half a ton grocery and saltery. 
Jobn Williams, merchant, from Bristoll. 


15 August. In the Mayflower of Cardyffe, bur 26th, Thomas 
Jones, master, for Newport. 
twenty-six tons of rawe iron. 
John Groswork, merchant, Ogmoor. 


27 August. In the John of Tewxbury, Richard Vickers, master, 
and merchant, for Newport. 
fforty weyghes of mault. from Gloscester, 


29 August. Inthe Mary Rose of Newport, William Taylor, master, 
for Newport. 
One laste of beere. 
sixteene tonn of raw iron. 
twenty sacks of mault. 
two hundred and halfe of Virginia tobaccoe. 
half a ton of grocery and saltery. 
thirty deale boords. 
John Williams, merchant, from Bristoll. 


11 September. In the same bote, master and merchant. 
two baggs of Hopps. 
half a ton of grocery and saltery. 
eyght barrells of ale. 
twelve tonn of raw iron. 
one tonn of salt. from Bristoll. 
one tonn of grocery and saltery. 
more two hundredweight Virginia tobaccoe. 
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19 September. In the same bote, master and merchant. 
one laste of beere. 
one tonn of salt in sackes. 
twenty sackes of mault. 
one ton of grocery and saltery. 
one peece of brod cloth. 
four hundredweight Virginia tobaccoe. 
three runlets of wyne. 


20 September. In the Adventuye of Tintarne, James Marsh, 
master, for Newport. 
twentyfive tons of sow iron. 
Edward Williams, merchant, from Chepstow 


26 September. In the Speedwell of Newport, William Taylor, 
master, for Newport. 

three wey of mault. © 

one quarter of a hundred of deale boords. 

four tonn of salt. 

half a ton of grocery and saltery. 

more two hundredweight of Virginia 

tobaccoe. 
one end of Hopps. 
John Williams, merchant, from Bristoll. 


Goods imported into the said port by Lettpases or Certifficattes. 
from other Ports within the Commonwealth of England from the 
25th March to the 29th September 1656. 


Ist Aprill. Out of the Mayflower of Cardyffe, Thomas Jones, 
master and merchant. 
twenty six tonn of sow iron from Aberthaw. 


8rd Aprill. Out of the Mary Rose of Newport, William Taylor, 
master, 
two hogsheads, six runlets of wyne. 
one ton grocery and saltery. 
William Jones, merchant, from Bristoll. 


Ist May. Out of the Speedwell, of Newporte, Edward Phillips, 
merchant. 
six barrells of ale. 
two runlets of trayne. 
William Jones, merchant, from Bristoll. 


12th May. Out of the Mary Rose of Newporte, William Taylor, 
merchant, 

Tenn tonn of salt. 

five barrells, two kilderkins of ale. 

one terce of wyne. 

half a ton grocery and saltery. 

William Jones, merchant, from Bristoll. 


20 May. Out of the Eliza of Tewxbury, Thomas Bryan, master. 
Eyght hundred bushells of wheate. 
Sixty bushells of barley. 
William Williams, merchant, from Cardyffe. 


I, William Williams, Waiter in the port of Newport (a member 
of Cardyffe) doe sweare that this booke consystinge of three leaves 
written doth contayne a true account of all goods and merchandizes 
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which have beene imported into the saide port from other ports 
within the Comonwealth of England by Port Cocketts and Certi- 
fficattes from the 25 daye of March to the 29 daye of September 
1656 and that there hath not beene any more, nor any other goods 
nor merchandizes imported into the saide porte neyther by Port 
Cocketts nor Certifficattes within the tyme aforesaid than what is 
expressed in this Account that I knowe of, soe helpe mee God. 


William Williams. 


This oath was taken by Mr. William Williams in the presence 
of mee. 
John Byrd, Collector. 


The port book for Caerleon is titled in the same terms as that for 
Newport and its entries are as follows :— 


March 25, 1656. Out of the Guift of Caerleon, Lewis David, 
master, Reece Gwyn, merchant, from Bristoll. 
twoe hogsheads of wyne. 
one cake of rozen. 
one pack, three fardells of lynnen. 
fifteen hundred of Virginia tobaccoe. 
one tonne of grocery and saltery. 
one hogshead, one terce, twoe runletts of 


Wyne. 
twoe hundred and halfe of soape. 
eighty sacks of mault. 
fower tonn of salt. 


April 3. Ye same vessell, master and merchant, from Bristoll. 
half a tonn of grocery and saltery. 
eight runletts of wyne. 
eleven hundredweight of Virginia tobaccoe. 
one mare. 


April 12, Ye same vessell, master and merchant, from Bristoll. 
eight peeces sackcloth. 
one tonne grocery and saltery. 
twoe hundredweight of soape. 
six hundredweight Virginia tobaccoe. 
fower runletts wyne. 
five hundred and halfe of ironmongers wares 
tenn tonn of barley. 


April 18. Ye same vessell, master and merchant, from Bristoll. 
one tonne of grocery and saltery. 
twoe trusses of lynnen. 
five hundred of soape. 
fower hogsheads wyne. 
twenty eight hundredweight Virginia 
tobaccoe. 


April 25. Ye same vessell, master and merchant, from Bristoll. 
one tonne of salt. 
fower tonns grocery and saltery. 
one hogshead wyne. 
one tonne and halfe of brasse, pewter and 
iron wares. 
twoe packes knives, 
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five hundred twoe quarters ironmongers 
wares. 

fower ends of hoppes. 

twenty nyne hundredweight Virginia 
tobaccoe. 

twoe packes wooll qtt. fower hundredweight 

tenn barrells lyme. 

twoe trusses mercery. 

twoe trusse lynnen. 

tenn hundred of soape. 


May 9. Ye same vessell, master and merchant, from Bristoll. 


twelve hundredweight Virginia tobaccoe. 
three hogsheads twoe runletts wyne. 
twoe hundredweight of soape. 

five baggs of wooll qt. eight hundred. 

one end hopps. 

twoe hundred and twenty busshels of mault. 
one truss lynnen. 

tenne peeces sackcloth. 

one tonne grocery and saltery. 


May 9. Out of the Cha. of Tewxbury, bur 20ttn, ffrancis Maile, 


master, William Guye, merchant, from Glocester. 


twenty weyghes of maulte. 
ffowerty dozen of bread. 


May 16. Out of the Guift of Caerleon, Lewis David, master, 


Reece Gwyn, merchant, from Bristoll. 


one tonn of salt. 

thirty hundredweight Virginia tobaccoe. 
three runletts wyne. 

one fether bedd. 

fower hundredweight soape. 

one fardle of knyves. 

fower flitches bacon. 

twoe tonns grocery and saltery. 

fower chests white soape. 


May 23. Ye same vessell, master and merchant, from Bristoll. 


fower tonns of salt. 

fower tonns grocery and saltery. 

tenne hundredweight of soape. 

twenty seaven hundredweight of Virginia 
tobaccoe. 

one end of hopps. 

one dozen weeke yarne. 


May 29. Ye same vessell, master and merchant, from Bristoll. 


six hundredweight of soape. 

twoe boxes of pipes. 

twoe hogsheads, three barrells of trayne. 

twenty sixe hundredweight Virginia 
tobaccoe. 

one tonn twelve busshells salt. 

twoe tonns grocery and saltery. 

one trusse of lynnen. 
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June 6. Ye same vessell, master and merchant, from Bristoll. 
fower packs saltery wares. 
fower hundredweight Virginia tobaccoe. 
half a tonne of grocery and saltery. 
twoe hogsheads and three runletts wynes. 


June 14. Ye same vessell, master and merchant, from Bristoll. 
five hundredweight brasse and pewter. 
five packs wooll qt. tenne hundredweight. 
one bagge of feathers. 
sixe peeces sackcloth. 
one pack, two trusses of lynnen. 
twoe peeces tyke. 
fowerty fower hundredweight Virginia 

tobaccoe. 
five runletts of trayne. 
one tonn one quarter of salt. 
three dozen of whalebone. 
sixe hundred twoe quarters of soape. 
one pack of knyves. 
three tonns of grocery and saltery. 
June 21. Ye same vessell, Lewis David, master and merchant, 
from Bristoll. 
twoe hogsheads of oyle and trayne. 
twenty hundredweight of Virginia tobaccoe. 
one kilderkin of soape. 
one tonn of grocery and saltery. 
one bagge of wooll qt. twoe hundredweight. 


June 29. Yesame vessell, Mr. Reece Gwyn, merchant, from Bristoll. 
one tonn of salt. 
fowerty bushells of mault. 
one tonn of grocery and saltery. 
halfe a tonn of soape. 
three hundredweight of Virginia tobaccoe. 
five bends of leather. 
five trusses of lynnen. 


June 3;. Out of the John of Glocester, John Knowles, master 
and merchant, from Bristoll. 
twelve weyghes of mault. 
nyne sacks of wheate. 
one last of lyme. 
July 5. Ye Guift of Caerleon, Lewis David, master and merchant, 
from Bristoll. 
fowertynyne hundredweight Virginia 
tobaccoe. 
three ends of hopps. 
five hundredweight soape. 
three tonns grocery and saltery. 
July 6. Ye John of Caerleon, Andrewe Rosser, master and 
merchant, from Bristoll. 
twoe packs lynnen cloth. 
twoe packs household goods and draperye. 
sixteene hundredweight flaxe. 
one tonn grocery and saltery. 
three hundred and a halfe weight Virginia 
tobaccoe. 
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July 11. Ye Guift of Caerleon, Lewis David, master, Reece Gwyn, 
merchant, from Bristoll. 
one tonn grocery and saltery. 
five hundredweight of soape. 
sixe tonn of salt. 
thirty twoe hundredweight Virginia 
tobaccoe. 
one hogshead trayne. 
one end hopps. 
July 19. Ye Guift, master aforesaid, Reece Gwyn, merchant, 
from Bristoll. 
eight hundredweight Virginia tobaccoe. 
, one sheete of lead. 
halfe a tonn of grocery and saltery. 
July 26. Ye same vessell, master and merchant, from Bristoll. 


= one pack of lynnen. 
aa one hundred and seaven hydes of tanned 
. > a . leather. 
tg ee thirtyfour dickers of pates. 
4 RW. twentyfive hundredweight Virginia 
al * tobaccoe. 


twoe hundredweight of cheese. 
one tonn of ironmongers wares. 
twoe tonns grocery and saltery. 
one bagge of hopps. 
twoe packs woollen drapery. 
July 29. Ye John of Caerleon, Andrewe Rosser, master and 
merchant, from Bristoll. 
three packs wooll qte. sixe hundredweight. 
three quarters of a tonne trayne. 
five hundredweight Virginia tobaccoe. 
eleven packs lynnen and woollen cloth 
and stuffs. 
twoe tonns grocery and saltery. 
sixteen hundredweight of hempe. 


July 31. Ye Guift of Caerleon, Lewis David, master, Reece Gwyn, 
merchant, from Bristoll. 
nyne packs of mercery and lynnen. 
thirtytwoe hundredweight of tobaccoe. 
fower hogsheads, three runletts of wyne. 
one tonn of trayne. 
twoe ends of hopps. 
fower kilderkins, three firkins of soape. 
twoe tonns grocery and saltery. 
: one trusse of lynnen. 
August 5. Out of the Mary Constant of Caerleon, Reece Gwyn, 
master and merchant, from Bristoll. 
three tonns of salt. 
twenty sacks of mault. 
twelve deale boords. 
thirteen hundredweight Virginia tobaccoe. 
one kilderkin, one hogshead of soape. 
one kilderkin of oyle. 
fower tonns of grocery and saltery. 
twoe ends of hopps. 
twoe packs of wooll qt. fower hundredwt. 


4 
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August 12. Ye Mary Constant aforesaid, Lewis David, master, 
Reece Gwyn, merchant, from Bristoll. 
five tonns of salt. 
thirtyfower hundredweight Virginia 
tobaccoe. 
nyne hundredweight of soape. 
one boxe of pipes. 
twoe tonns of grocery and saltery, 
twoe trusses of lynnen. 
twoe hundredweight of ironmongers wares. 
twoe ends of hopps. 


August 16. Ye Guift of Caerleon, Lewis David, master and 
merchant, from Bristoll. 
twoe tonns of salt. 
three baggs of wooll qt. sixe hundredweight. 
one trusse of lynnen. 
nyne hundredweight Virginia tobaccoe. 
three tonns of grocery and saltery. = 
August 18. Ye John of Caerleon, Andrewe Rosser, aster and 
merchant, from Bristoll. baad 
sixteene hundredweight of hempe and towe. 
one last of beere. 
one hundred and a halfe of Virginia 
tobaccoe. 
twoe trunks wearinge apparell. 
one hogshead of wyne. 


August 23. Ye Guift of Caerleon, Reece Gwyn, master and 
merchant, from Bristoll. 
twoe tonns of salt. 
three tonns grocery and saltery. 
one hogshead of oyle. 
seaven hundredweight of soape. 
three ends of hopps. 
thirtythree hundredweight Virginia 
tobaccoe. 
one hogshead one kilderkin of trayne. 
twoe boxes of tobaccoe pipes. 
five runletts of wyne. 


August 29. Ye Guift aforesaid, Lewis David, master and merchant 
from Bristoll. P 
halfe a tonn of salt. 
three hundred and a half weight of brasse 
and pewter. 
one hundredweight of wooll. 
three baggs of pepper qt. eight hundred — 
and a quarter. 
three baggs of mault qt. three hundred 
weight. 
sixe hundredweight of hempe and towe. 
foure hundred and a halfe of tobaccoe. 


September 5. Out of the John of Caerleon, Andrewe Rosser, 
master and merchant, from Bristoll. 
one trusse of woollen cloth. 
one pack, one fardell of knyves. 
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sixe kilderkins of salt. 
twoe hundredweight of wooll. 
one tonn of grocery and saltery. 


September 7. Ye Guift of Caerleon, Lewis David, master and 
Reece Gwyn, merchant, from Bristoll. 


five ends of hopps. 

one kilderkin of soape. 

one tonn of salt. 

one hogshead, one runlett of wyne. 

twoe tonns of grocery and saltery. 

thirtynyne hundredweight Virginia 
tobaccoe. 

one trusse of lynnen. 

twoe hundredweight more of tobaccoe. 


September 11. Ye Guift aforesaid, Lewis David, master and 
merchant, from Bristoll. » 


one kilderkin of soape. 

fower hundredweight Virginia tobaccoe. 

one tonn of grocery an tery. 

twoe baggs of wooll qt. three hundredwt. 

fower hundredweight of flaxe, hempe, 
and towe. 


September 18. Ye Mary Constant of Caerleon, Lewis David, 
master, Reece Gwyn, merchant, from Bristoll. 


one end of hopps. 

one trusse of lynnen. 

three hundred and one quarter of Virginia 
tobaccoe. 

fower tonns of brasse and pewter and iron 
wares. 

one tonn of grocery and saltery. 


September 19. Ye Guift of Caerleon, Lewis David, master, 
Reece Gwyn, merchant, from Bristoll. 


one pack of lynnen. 

one end of hopps. 

sixe baggs of wooll qt. seaven hundred 
twoe quarters. 

sixe hundredweight Virginia tobaccoe. 

one tonn grocery and saltery. 

one kilderkin of soape. 

twoe hundredweight of lead. 


September 26. Ye Guift of Caerleon, Lewis David, master, 
Reece Gwyn, merchant, from Bristoll. 


one tonn of grocery and saltery. 
three hundredweight of soape. 
twelve hundred of Virginia tobaccoe. 
one boxe of tobaccoe pipes. 

twoe runletts of trayne. 
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Here begins the Account of what goods and merchandizes 
have beene imported into the port of Caerleon a member of Cardiffe 
from other ports within the Comonwealth of Englande from the 
25th daye of March to the 29th daye of September 1656 by 
Lettpasses and Certifficatts. 


May 28. Out of the Guift of Caerleon, Lewis David, master, 
Richard Davis, merchant, from Bristoll. 
ffowerty rolls Meris tobaccoe qt. twenty 
twoe hundredweight. 


June 13. Out of the Martha and Jane of Bristoll, Lewis Arthur, 
master, and Charles Williams, merchant, from Bristoll. 
tenn tonns of salt. 


July 11. Ye Martha and Jane aforesaid, Lewis Arthur, master» 
Charles Williams, merchant, from Bristoll. 
tenn tonns of salt. Ss 


July 19. Ye John of Caerleon, Andrewe Rosser, master and 
merchant, from Bristoll. 
eight barrells of ale. 
one trunke of weareinge apparell. 


July 10. Oot of ye John of Caerleon, Andrewe Rosser, master, 
John Stone, merchant, from Bristoll. 
twelve weyghes and a half of Spanish salt. 


August 23. Ye Guift of Caerleon, Reece Gwyn, master, Richard 
Crumpes, merchant, from Bristoll. 

thirty rolls Barbados tobaccoe conteyneinge 

thirteen hundred fowertyfower pounds. 


September 4. Ye John of Caerleon, Andrewe Rosser, master, 
Richard Crump, merchant, from Bristoll. 
eighteene rolls Barbadoes tobaccoe 
conteyneinge tennhundred pounds. 


September 5. Ye Guift of Caerleon, Lewis David, master, John 
Veale, merchant, from Bristoll. 
eight hundred pounds of Barbados tobaccoe. 


September 5.. Ye same vessell, Robert Higgins, master, from 
Bristoll. 
twentyfower rowles of Barbados tobaccoe. 
John Byrd, Collector. 


August 6. Out of the John of Caerleon, Andrewe Rosser, master, 
and merchant, from Bristoll. 
twoe packs of lynnen. 
twoe packs household goods. 
sixteene hundredweight of flaxe. 
one tonn of grocery and saltery. 
three hundred of Virginia tobaccoe. 
John Byrd, Collector. 


APPENDIX II. . 
ps 


COPIES OF THE COMMISSION AND RETURN FOR SETTING 
OUT THE PORT OF NEWPORT. 


Datep 12TH DAY oF JUNE, 1822. ~ 


GEORGE the FOURTH by the Grace of God of the United 


Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland King Defender of the Faith. 
TO our Right Trusty and right well beloved Henry Charles Duke of 
Beaufort our Lieutenant of our County of Monmouth, our — and 
well beloved the Hono e Henry Somerset commonly called the 
Marquis of Worcester, The Honourable Granville Charles Henry 
Somerset commonly called Lord Granville Charles Henry Somerset, 
Sir Charles Morgan Baronet Recorder of our Town of Newport in our 
said County of Monmouth, Abraham Jones Esquire Mayor of our 
said Town, Thomas Protheroe Esquire Town Clerk of our said Town, 
Sir Henry Protheroe Knight, Samuel Homfray Junior Esquire, 
Marmaduke Brewer Esquire Collector of our Customs at our said 
Town of Newport, John Smith Phillips Esquire Comptroller and 
Landing Surveyor of our Customs at our said Town, and Joseph 
Latch Searcher, Landing and Coastwaiter of our Customs at our 
said Town GREETING. WHEREAS in and by an Act of Parliament 
made in the Fourteenth Year of the reign of his late Majesty King 
Charles the Second intituled ‘‘ An Act for preventing Frauds and 
regulating Abuses in his Majesty's Customs.” It is amongst other 
things recited That WHEREAS in and by an Act of Parliament made 
in the First year of the reign of Queen Elizabeth of famous memory 
directing when and where Merchandize shall be landed and Customs 
paid, it is amongst divers other things enacted and ordained That no 
Goods Wares or Merchandize shall be shipped or loaden on board 
any ship or vessel, or landed or discharged out of or from any ship or 
vessel, but in or upon such open place key or wharf, places, keys or 
wharfs (except the Port of Hull) as Her Highness her Heirs and 
Successors should therefore assign and appoint by virtue of Her 
Highness’ Commission or Commissioners within the Port of London 
and in all other Ports Creeks Havens or Roads as in and by the said 
Act it doth and may at large appear. 


And WHEREAS notwithstanding the said Act there are some 
Ports Creeks and places where Customers, Collectors, Comptrollers, 
and Searchers and their Servants had then time out of’ mind been 
resident, to which no such Commissions were sent nor places, keys, 
nor wharfs appointed as by the said Act was directed. And 
WHEREAS also, since that timely reason of the alteration of Rivers, 
Streams, Channels, and Sands, some places then appointed are become 
unfit and useless and other places much more convenient and com- 
modious as well for Traffic and Commerce as for Landing and discharg- 
ing, Lading and Shipping of Goods, Wares and Merchandize. And 
WHEREAS by the said Act made in the Fourteenth year of the reign 
of his said late Majesty King Charles the Second It is amongst other 
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things enacted and ordained that we may from time to time by our 
Commission or Commissions out of our Court of Exchequer assign 
and appoint all such further places, ports, members and creeks (except 
the Town of Hull) as shall be lawful for the landing and discharging, 
lading and shipping, of any Goods, Wares and Merchandizes within 
our Kingdom of England, Dominion of Wales, or Port or Town of 
Berwick upon Tweed, and to what ancient and Head Ports respectively 
such places, members and creeks shall belong and appertain, and where 
any such member creek or place shall be so as aforesaid appointed by 
virtue of the said Commission or Commissions, the Customer, 
Collector, Comptroller, and Searcher of the Head Port, shall by them- 
selves or their sufficient Deputy or Deputies, Servant or Servants, 
reside or inhabit for the entering clearing and passing, shipping and 
discharging of Ships’ Goods and Merchandize and that We may like- 
wise by virtue of the said Commission and Commissions, set down, 
appoint and settle the extent bounds and limits of every Port, Haven, 
or Creek, within our Kingdom of England Dominion of Wales and 
Town and Port of Berwick, whereby the Extents, Bounds, Limits 
and Privileges of every Port Haven or Creek may be ascertained and 
known, 


And that it shall not be lawful for any person or persons whatsoever 
to lade or put or cause to be laden or put off or from any key, wharf, 
or other place on the land, into any Ship, Vessel, Lighter, Boat, or 
Bottom, any Goods, Wares, or Merchandize whatsoever (Fish taken 
by our Subjects, Sea Coal, Stone and Bestials only excepted) to be 
transported into any place of the parts beyond the seas or carried by 
land into our Realm of Scotland or take up, discharge, or lay on land 
or cause or procure to be taken up, discharged, or laid on land out of 
any Boat, Lighter, Ship, Vessel, or Bottom (being not in Leak or 
Wreck) any Goods, Wares or Merchandize whatsoever (Fish taken 
by our Subjects, Bestials and Salt only excepted) to be brought from 
any of the parts beyond the seas or by land from the Realm of Scotland 
by way of Merchandizes but only upon such open place, key, or whari, 
places, keys, or wharis as we shall from time to time assign and appoint 
by virtue of such Commission and Commissions as aforesaid in our 
Port of London and the Members and Liberties thereof and in any 
other Port or Place, Member, or Creek, within our Kingdom of England 
Dominion of Wales and Town and Port of Berwick without special 
sufferance and leave first had from the Commissioners and Officers of 
our Customs upon penalty of the forfeiture of all such Goods, Wares, 
and Merchandizes as by the said Act relation being thereunto had it 
doth and may amongst other things therein contain more fully and at 
large appear. And WHEREAS it hath been represented unto us 
that our said Town of Newport in our County of Monmouth is a place 
convenient and commodious as well for Traffic and Commerce as for 
Landing and Discharging, Lading and Shipping, of Goods Wares and 
Merchandize KNOW YE THEREFORE that we being very 
confident of your Fidelities Industries and provident circumspection 
and Discretions have assigned you to be our Commissioners and to 
you or any three or more of you We give full power and Authority by 
these presents to repair to our Port of Newport and to Search, find 
out, and Survey the open places there and thereabouts according to 
your several knowleges and good directions and by all other lawful 
ways and means by which ye may the better know, or any three or 
more of you may know, and to assign and appoint all such and so 
many open place or places to be quays or wharfs for the shipping and 
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landing of Goods, Wares, and Merchandize, within our said Port of 
Newport, according to your good Discretions or the Discretions of 
Three or more of you as shall seem most convenient and fit for the 
uses and services aforesaid, and to Appoint, Limit, Bound, and Settle, 
all those places by sufficient Metes, Limits, and Bounds, expressing 
the Lengths, Breadths, and Dimensions, of the said several places 
and to set down and appoint the Extent, Bounds, and Limits, of the 
said Port of Newport. And therefore we command you, that you, 
or any three or more of you, do diligently intend about the premises, 
and all and singular the premises, you do and execute, or any three 
or more of you do and execute, in form aforesaid, with effect so that 
when you, or any three or more of you, have assigned, appointed, and 
set forth by Metes, Limits, and Bounds, such place or places, keys or 
wharfs, and also the Extent, Bounds, and Limits of the said Port, 
that then you, or any three or more of you, do certify your whole 
proceedings in the premises to the Barons of our Exchequer at 
Westminster, as soon as you, or any three or more of you, may, under 
your respective Hands and Seals, or under the Hands and Seals of 
Three or more of you, by whom this our Commission shall be executed, 
together with this our Commission and the several and respective 
Certificate and Certificates so by you to be severally had and made 
touching the premises, to the end the same may be Inrolled in the 
Office of the Remembrancer of our said Exchequer, and that Right may 
thereupon be done according to the several Acts of Parliament in that 
behalf made and according to the Laws and Customs of the Realm. 


Witness. Sir Richard Richards Knight at Westminster the 
Twelfth day of June in the Third year of our Reign. 


By Warrant of the Lords Commissioners of our Treasury and 
by the Barons. 
STEELE. 


The Execution of this Commission appears in the Schedule 
hereunto annexed. 


CHARLES MORGAN. MARMADUKE BREWER. 
ABRAHAM JONES. JOHN SMITH PHILLIPS. 
THOMAS PROTHEROE. JOSEPH LATCH. 


THE HUMBLE CERTIFICATE of us whose names are 
subscribed made by virtue of his Majesty’s Commission under the 
Seal of his Majesty’s Honourable Court of Exchequer hereunto annexed 
bearing date the Twelfth day of June last past, to us and others directed 
for the assigning and appointing all such and so many open Places to 
be Keys and Wharfs as shall be mete for the shipping and landing of 
Goods, Wares, and Merchandizes, within the Port of NEWPORT, 
and for the appointing, limiting, bounding, and settling all those 
places by sufficient Metes, Limits, and Bounds, and to set down and 
appoint the Extents, Bounds, Limits and Privileges of the said Port 
according to the Tenor of an Act of Parliament made and enacted in 
the Fourteenth year of the reign of His Majesty King Charles the 
Second, intituled ‘‘An Act for preventing Frauds and regulating 
Abuses in his Majesty’s Customs.” 


WE, the said Commissioners in the said Commission mentioned, 
in pursuance of and in obedience to the said Commission, Do Humbly 
certify to the Right Honourable the Barons of his Majesty’s Court of 
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Exchequer at Westminster THAT by virtue of the said Commission 
to us and others therein named directed, WE did, on the Seventh day 
of December in the Third year of his said Majesty’s reign and at several 
days and times afterwards and before the return of the said Commission, 
personally repair unto the said Port of Newport in the said Commission 
mentioned, and did search, view, and survey, into the open places 
there and thereabouts, And by virtue of the said Commission WE do 
hereby set down, appoint, and settle, the Extents, Bounds and Limits 
of the said Port of Newport, to be as followeth viz. : 


THAT the PORT of NEWPORT shall commence from Rumpney 
alias Rumney River in the Parish of Rumpney alias Rumney in the 
County of Monmouth, and extend in a supposed straight line in a 
south-east direction across the Bristol Channel opposite St. Thomas’s 
Head in the County of Somerset till it meets a supposed straight line 
from the Flat and Steep Holmes Islands in the Bristol Channel to Aust 
in the County of Gloucester (such last line being the boundary or 
Limits of the Port of Bristol) and continued on the said line till it 
falls opposite Redwick Pill in the County of Monmouth and then 
continued across the Bristol Channel to Redwick Pill aforesaid, together 
with all Buoys, Channels, Roads, Bars, Strands, Harbours, Havens, 
Rivers, Streams, Creeks, and Places, within the said Limits contained. 


AND by virtue of the said Commission we have assigned and 
appointed and by these Presents do assign and appoint the open places 
hereafter mentioned to be lawful Places, Quays, and Wharfs, for the 
landing or Discharging, lading or Shipping of any Goods, Wares, or 
Merchandizes within the said Port of Newport videlicit. 


ALL that Open Place, Quay, or Wharf, at Newport in the County 
of Monmouth commonly Called Cinder Hill Wharf, being in length 
from North to South seventy eight yards or thereabouts and in breadth 
from East to West eighty eight yards or thereabouts, being the 
Property of Anthony Montonier Hawkins, and now in the tenure or 
occupation of Messrs. Fawcett & Whitehouse. And also all that open 
Place, Quay, or Wharf, situate as aforesaid and within the said Port 
of Newport, commonly called Waterside Wharf, in length from North 
to South twenty yards or thereabouts and in breadth from East to 
West sixty four yards or thereabouts, being the Property of George 
Jones Esquire and now in the tenure or occupation of the Moderator 
Boat Company. And also all that open Place, Quay, or Wharf, situate 
as aforesaid and within the Port of Newport, commonly called Water- 
side Wharf, in length from North to South Twenty four yards or 
thereabouts and in breadth from East to West Sixty four yards or 
thereabouts, being the Property of George Jones Esquire, aforesaid, 
and now in the tenure or occupation of Robert Gething. And also 
all that open Place, Quay, or Wharf, situate as aforesaid and within 
the Port of Newport, commonly called Waterside Wharf, in length 
from North to South Twenty six yards or thereabouts, and in breadth 
from East to West Fifty yards or thereabouts, being the Property of 
George Jones Esquire and now in the tenure or occupation of Joseph 
and Crawshay Bailey. 


YET NEVERTHELESS, notwithstanding the declaration or 
Appointment herein before-mentioned concerning Quays, Wharfs, or 
Places, of Shipping, Lading or Landing of Goods and Merchandizes if 
at any time it shall seem reasonable to the principal officers of the 
Customs for the time being, and consistent with his Majesty’s service, 
to give Sufferance or Permission for the Shipping, Landing, or Lading 
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any Goods Wares or Merchandize at any other place or places, or in 
any other manner than is herein before nominated or assigned, to be 
the lawful quays and wharfs, it shall and may be lawful for them so 
to do. And such Sufferance or Permission shall be good and warrant- 
able without any forfeiture or advantage to be taken against the 
Goods so landed, notwithstanding anything hereinbefore declared to 
the contrary. And we do hereby and by virtue of the said Commission 
utterly make void and disannul any former Settlement of the Extents, 
Metes, Limits, or Bounds, of the said Port of Newport. And we do 
hereby and by virtue of the said Commission utterly prohibit, disannul, 
make void, determine, and debar, all other Places within the said 
Port of Newport from the Privilege, right, and benefit, of a place, 
quay, or wharf, for the landing or discharging, lading or shipping, of 
any Goods, Wares, or Merchandize as aforesaid (except as in the said 
Commission is excepted), and also such quays and wharfs as by any 
Law or Laws now in force are to be deemed legal quays and wharfs 
for the landing, re-landing, and discharging, lading and shipping of 
any goods whatever within the Port of Newport. 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF We have hereunto set our Hands 
and Seals in Newport aforesaid this Seventh day of December in the 
Third year of His said Majesty’s reign. 

CHARLES MORGAN. MARMADUKE BREWER. 
ABRAHAM JONES. JOHN SMITH PHILLIPS. 
THOMAS PROTHEROE. JOSEPH LATCH. 


APPENDIX III. 


NEWPORT. 
LIST OF COLLECTORS. 


pees Le Collector 

12th April, 1823 Ae MARMADUKE BREWER 

6th August, 1841 ais Epwarp BELL 

26th June, 1850 se Joun G. BERESFORD 

6th December, 1851 ue Tuomas LEE 

20th May, 1853 a6 Rospert CuLLtuM 

2nd July, 1868 on THoMAS GRAY JONES 

8th October, 1875 ae WiLitiamM UpwarpD 

1lth August, 1879 oe CaLeB Cox 

20th November, 1882 wa WittiamM WALKER 

13th December, 1884 ge Francis Evans 

26th June, 1890 A Francis S. Torputt 

20th September, 1890 a WILLIAM MuIR 

18th February, 1893 aie HENRY CHRISTOPHER MANNERS 
16th March, 1898 ee Wiiiiam L. Massey 

2nd September, 1902 <i Witiiam H. HEepcEs 

Ist October, 1906 si *ARTHUR ROBERT Dawson 
15th April, 1912 os RicHARD WILLIAM EpRuPtT 
15th July, 1916 aS ARTHUR CHARLES SAUNDERS 
25th November, 1921 os Joun Dawson 

31st March, 1922 = Patrick DALTON 

16th April, 1923 oe CHARLES MoRTIMER CUTTLE 
15th February, 1924 a's Joun Epmunp Hari 

16th December, 1926 sie WiLiiaM ARCHIBALD GUNN 
3rd June, 1929 ae James WiLirtam Dawson 


*On the transfer of the Management of the Excise from the 
Commissioners of Inland Revenue to the Commissioners of Customs 
and Excise (Ist April, 1909), the designation ‘‘ Customs and Excise ”’ 
was made applicable. 
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APPENDIX IV. 


ALEXANDRA DOCKS, NEWPORT. 


OWNERS: 
THE GREAT WESTERN RAILWAY COMPANY. 


SEA ENTRANCE LOCK 
Width 100 feet ; Length 1,000 feet, in two compartments 


OUTER CILL AT HIGH WATER 
Depth of Water :—Spring Tides 45 feet ; Neap Tides 35 feet. 


SOUTH DOCK 
Deep Water Area :—95 acres. 
EQUIPMENT :—11 Coal Hoists with lifts up to 76 feet from 

water level. 8 Hoists deal with 20-ton wagons. 
CRANES :—11 Hydraulic, 27 Electric. Lifting capacity 

from 3 to 10 tons. 1 Hydraulic up to 30 tons. 
SHEDS :—7. Floorspace of largest 486,800 square feet. 

QuayacE for General Cargo :—4,400 feet. 


EMERGENCY LOCK ENTRANCE 
Length 503 feet ; Width 72 feet. 


JUNCTION BETWEEN NORTH anp SOUTH DOCKS 
Width 57 feet. 


NORTH DOCK 
Deep Water Area :—30 acres. 

EQurIpMENT :—9 Coal Hoists, 5 Hoists deal with 
20-ton wagons ; 18 Hydraulic Cranes on general 
cargo quays. 

Sidings can hold 12,000 wagons; Warehouses; Stacking 
ground. 


RIVER WHARF. RIVER COALING JETTIES. 
TIMBER FLOAT (14 acres). 
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Aberthaw, 30 

Adventure, of Tintern, 131, 134 

Aldworth, Robert, 21 

Aldworth, Thomas, 8 

Alert, of Newport, 103 

Alexandra (Newport and South 
Wales) Docks and Railway 
Co., 79-87, 103, 110, 151 

Amity, of Newport, 112 

Angell, of Newport, 13 

Anjer, 102 

Ann, 102 

Ann, of Newport, 106-108 

Ann and Mary, of Newport, 
21, 39 

Ap Morgan, John, 14 

Auckland Castle, of Newport, 
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Bailey, Crawshay, 62,76 9 


Bailey, Joseph, 62, 76 

Baker, William, 95 

Banner, of Newport, 77 

Bar Iron Warehouse, Newport, 
41 

Barry, 30 

Barry Island, 91 

Barthewe, of Newport, 13 

Batchelor, T. B., & S., 72, 102 

Beaufort Wharf, 76 

Bell, Edward, 123 

Bellona, of Newport, 103 

Bellona (247 tons), of Newport, 
111 

Benjamin, 57 

Benson & Maddocks, 72 

Berrill, John, 113 

Betsey, of Caerleon, 100 

Betsey, of Newport, 41 


Beynon, Theophilus, 113 
Beynon, Thomas, 104, 113 
Black Lyon, of Newport, 12 
Bladdon, James, 125 
Blaenavon Wharf, 76 

Blow, W., & Co., 113 
Bonding at Newport, 71 
Brewer, John, 94, 119-120 
(Son) Marmaduke, 1419, 
120, 122, 123, 147 
(Grandson) Marmaduke, 


119 

(Great Grandson) 
Marmaduke John, 119 

Brewer & Batchelor, 57 

Bridgwater, 54 

Bristol, 3, 5, 12, 28, 54, 58, 61, 
62, 74, 75, 76 

Bristol Customs Books, 5, 7-9, 
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Bristol Bridge, 46 

Bristol Gazette and Public 
Advertiser, 47 

Bristol Packet, of Newport, 75, 
76 

Bristol Packet, No. 2, of 
Newport, 75 


pete Be. No. 3, of 


aa Seer iia, 75, 76 

Britten, John, 97 

Brown, Henry, 57 

Brown, James, 44 

Browne’s — Bristol Directory, 
1785, 47 

Buckingham, Edward, Third 
Duke of, 4 

Budd & Co., Ltd., 113 

Burry, 30 

Burton, of Newport, 75, 76 
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Burton, Richard, 52, 74, 94, 
119, 120 

Burton & Sons, R., 72, 76 

Burton’s Wharves, 74-77 

Butter, Duty on, 31 

Byrd, Edward, 36 

Byrd, John, 22-23, 26-38, 91, 
135 

Byrd, Matthias, 37, 38 

Byrd, William, 29, 32, 36 


Caevau, of Newport, 105-106 

Caerleon, of Caerleon, 47 

Caerleon. Customs Port Books, 
135-141 

Cairns, C., 72 

Caldicott Castle, 101 

Callis, John, 89-91 

Cambria, of Bristol, 61 

Camel, of Newport, 103 

Campson, of Horne, 19, 20 

Cardiff, 3, 12, 15, 18, 27, 49, 
50, 53, 54, 57, 62, 76, 82 

Cardiff. Customs Port Books, 
6-7, 16, 22-25, 89, 91, 92, 
131-135 

Carlion, of Caerleon, 100 

Carlion, of Newport, 101 

Carlyon Merchant, 40 

Carmarthen, 2 

Carmarthenshire Collieries, 54 

Carta Mercatoria, 3 

Cayser, Irvine & Co., 117 

Chalder measure, 56 

Charles, of Bristol, 21 

Charles, of Tewkesbury, 136 

Charles P. Knight, 116 

Charter to Newport of Edward 
II., 1324, 2 

Chateaubriand, 99 

Chepstow, 26, 30, 82 

Chick, William, 88-89 

Chrysolite, 110 

Churchyard, Thomas, 10, 12 


Cinder Hill Wharf, 62, 146 

Cinderella, of Newport, 102 

City of Lima, 116 

Coal, 53, 54 

Coal, Duty on, 84 

Coal bushel, 42 

Coal duff, 31 

Cock, of Newport, 13 

Collectors, List of Newport, 149 

Constancia, 110-111 

Cook, John, 75 

Copper coin, Irish, 57 

Cordes Dos Works, 76 

Cory, J., & Sons, 113 

Cory Bros. & Co, (Cardiff), 113 

Courier, of Newport, 111 

Cox, Elijah, 77 

Crawshay Bailey, 102, 105 

Croft, John, 89-91 

Cullum, Henry John, 125 

Cullum, Robert, 124-125 

Culm, 53 

Custom Houses, 3, 118-129 

Customs Officers, 118-129 

Customs waiter at Newport, 
34, 38, 43 

Cybele, 61 


David, of Bristol, 21 

David, Edward William, 42 
David, Thomas, 5 

Dawson, Arthur Robert, 129 
Dawson, T., 72 

Delabole, of Newport, 103 
Dennys, Nicholas, of Newport, & 
Le Diamond, of Bristol, 9 
Dictator, 116 

Doctor Bunting, of Newport, 103 
Dolphin, of Caerleon, 16 
Downing, E. C., 113 

Dyvagon, of Newport, 19 

Le Dragon, de Newporte, 7-10 
Duchess, 116 

Dudley, James, 120 


The Dyamond, of Poole, 11 
Dutton, Richard, 36 


Economist, of Newport, 108-110 

Economy, 101 

Edgar, of Newport, 75, 76 

Edrupt, Richard William, 129 

Edward, Thomas, Letter to 
Treasury, 1806, 50 

Edwards, Rodgers & Co., 112 

Elaine, of Newport, 115, 116 

Eleanor, 104 

Eliza, of Newport, 44 

Eliza, of Tewkesbury, 134 

Le Elizabeth de Bristol, 18 

Le Elizabeth de Teneby, 12 

Elizabeth and Ann, of Bristol, 91 

Ellaline, 117 

Elliott, Alfred, 106 

Endeavour, of Caerleon, 24, 25 

Endeavour, of Newport, 41 

Endymion, 102 

Enid, of Newport, 76 

Ethel, of Newport, 76 

Evans, Methusalem, 125 


Favourite, of Newport, 103 

Felix Farley's Bristol Journal, 
41, 47 

Le Fenyx, of Bristol, 5 

Fferdinando, Simon, 91 

Five Brothers, of Caerleon, 100 

Flat Holm Lighthouse, 43 

Floating Dock, Newport, 50, 51 

Flovence Pope, of Newport, 112 

Florist, of Newport, 69, 102 

Forerunner, of Newport, 76 

Forestgate, of Newport, 117 

Fornacon & Phillips, 72 

Foster, William, 57 

Foster & Co., 57 

Frances Graham, of Newport, 
112 
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Francis, Alexander, 92 
Francis and Mary, 40 
Frank, of Newport, 111 
Frazer & Co., 72 
Frederick and 

Newport, 100 
Friendship, of Newport, 100 
Frost, Edward, 95, 97, 121-23 
Frost, John (Chartist), 70 
Frost, John, 125 


Thirza, of 


General Havelock, of Newport, 
103 

Le George de Carleene, 5 

George, of Newport, 13 

George, William, 100 

George Ruxton, of Newport, 
102, 116 

Gething, R. W., 112, 113 

Gething, Robert, 62 

Gething, Robert, Jr., 112 

Gilbert, Sir Humphrey, 11 

Gimle, 61 

Gleaner, 106 

Glover, John, 5 

Goldcliff, 92, 93 

Good Intent, 61 

Good Intent (schooner), 96 

Good Intent (brig), of Newport, 
100 

Gratrex, Thomas, 104 

Green Dragon, of Newport, 12 

Griffand, of Newport, 12 

Le Griffane de Carlion, 8 

Griffin, of Aucuson, 20 

Le Griffine de Caerlion, 7, 10 

Griffine, of Newport, 19 

Griffith, Morgan, 5, 14 

Griffiths & Son, R., 49, 57, 100 

Le Griffown de Newporte, 9-11 

Guest, Dowlais Works, 76 

Guift, of Caerleon, 19-20, 135-141 

Gunpowder Magazine, 69 

Gwendoline, of Newport, 116 
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Gwenigate, of Newport, 117 
Gwentland, of Newport, 117 


Hall, John, 118-119 

Hanbury, Richard, 18 

Hanson’s Brick Wharf, 76 

Happy Return, of Newport, 40 

Haye, of Newport, 13 

Harmony, 102 

Harrhy, D., 72 

Hartlepool, 105 

Harwood, John, 77 

Havens and Creeks of Mon- 
mouth, Special Commission 
on, 1578, 13 

Hawkins, Anthony M., 57, 146 

Hazell, Charles, 77 

Heard, Arthur W., 114 

Heard, W. E., 113, 124 

Heggenbroughe, Court, 89-91 

Henrietta, of Plymouth, 97 

Herbert, Edward, 28 

Herbert, George, 11 

Herbert, George, of St. Julians, 
10 

Herbert, Myles, of St. Julians, 


Herbert, Thomas, 13 

Herbert, Sir William, of St. 
Julians, 4, 10 

Herbert Graham, of Newport, 
105 

Hill, Messrs., of Cwmbran, 76 

Hills, Henry, 77 

Holms, 45, 57 

Hopewell, of Bridgwater, 94 

Hopewell, of Newport, 41 

Hopper barges, 103 

Hopton, James, 77 

Howel, Thomas John, 42 

Hughes & Co., 112 

Hunt, William, 125 

Huxtable, Albert John, 126 


Ibis, of Newport, 77 

Idas, 110 

Irish immigrants, 70-71 

Ivon and Tin Trader, of 
Caerleon, 47 

Ivon King, 102 

Isca, of Newport, 76, 102 

Isca Works, 76 

Ivins, Henry, 126 


James, 4 

James Hunt, 102 

James, Richard, 36 

Jayne, Philip, 5 

Jenkins, Elizabeth, 38 

Jenkins, James, 57 

Jenkins, John and William, 101 

Le Jesus de Carlene, 5, 6 

Jevans, 89-91 

John, of Caerleon, 137-141 

The John, of Comb, 94 

John, of Gloucester, 137 

John, of Tewkesbury, 131-133 

John, Edward, 123 

John and Mary, 101 

John B. Wood, 116 

John Henry, 102 

John Panter, 102 

Johns, John, 75, 101, 102 

Johns, Matthew, 101, 102 

Johnson, Robert, 101 

Jonas, of Newport, 18, 20, 21 

Jones, 101 

Jones, Abraham, 46, 147 

Jones, David, 74-75 

Jones, David, coast-waiter, 92, 
94, 118, 120, 126 

Jones, Edmund W., 116 

Jones, George W., 112, 113 

Jones, Griffith J., 112 

Jones, Henry, 118-119 

Jones, Rev. James, 36 

Jones, Richard, 120 

Jones, Thomas, 43, 119 


Index. 157 


Jones, William (Chartist), 70 
Jones, William, 100 

Jones & Co., 75 

Jones, E., & Co., 72 

Jones, R. W., & Co., 113 
Jones Brothers, 112 

Jones, Heard & Co., Ltd., 113 
Jordan, 76 

Jordan, Edward, 14, 15 
Joseph and Fanny, 101 
Josephe, of Caerleon, 16, 17 
Julia, of Newport, 116 
Juniper, of Newport, 112 


Kanerley, Mr., 37 

Kate, of Bristol, 95-96 

Kemeys, William, 45-46 

Knapp, J. N., & Co., 112, 113 

Knapp, Pugsley and Yeo, 102, 
104 

Knight, Thomas, 91 


Lady Day, 101 

Lady Gwendolen, 102 

Lady Rodney, of Newport, 61, 
101 

Lancefield, Stephen, 125 

Land, Henry, 125 

Langham, Colonel George, 31 

Lantarnam Abbey, of Newport, 
69 

Latch, Joseph, 123, 147 

Lavinia, 104 

Le Despenser, Hugh, 2 

Lewis, Benjamin, 118 

Lewis, Charles, 101 

Lewis, James, 118 

Lewis, Thomas, 77 

Lincolnshive, of Newport, 76 

Lizzie, of Newport, 112 

Llanthony, 103 

Liewellin, Thomas Morgan, 106, 
108 


Lloyd, E., & Co., 113 
Lloyd, J. L., 72 

Loide, William John, 5 
Lord Tredegar, 116 
Lucas, William, 120 
Lundy Island, 91 
Lydia, 101 

Lyon, of Newport, 12 
Lysaght, Ltd., John, 84 


Macaulay, John, 87 

Maggie, of Newport, 112 

Maid of Glanwern, 102 

Main, Robert, 125 

Mandarin, 70 

Manners, Henry Christopher, 129 

Mardy, of Newport, 116 

Margaret, 102 

Margarett, of Caerleon, 17 

Margarett and Joane, of Bristol, 
131 

Margret, of Queensferry, 23 

Maria, 102 

Marie Rose, of Newport, 16, 17 

Le Marie Roze de Newporte, 
5, 6 

Martha and Jane, of. Bristol, 
141 

Martha and Joane, of Bristol, 
131 

Mary, 21 ‘ 

Mary, of Newport, 75 

Mary Ann Duffus, of Newport, 
103 

Mary Constant, of Caerleon, 
138, 140 

Mary Rose, of Newport (20 tons) 
20, 21, 131-134 

Mary Rose, of Newport (26 
tons), 13 

Le Mary Rose, of Newport, 9 

Le Marye de Carlyon, 6, 20 

Le Marye Catheryne de Carlyon, 
6 
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Massey, William L., 129 

Mastage, Newport, 62 

Matchless, of Newport, 111 

Mathias, Captain Henry, 104 

Matthews, James, 50 

Mattie, of Newport, 111 

Mavis, of Newport, 77 

Mayflower, of Bristol, 20 

Mayflower, of Cardiff, 133, 134 

Mayor’s dues, Newport, 61 

Medusa, 105 

Memorial from Merchants and 
Traders of Newport, 1776, 
49; 1820, 51 

Merchant, 102 

Meredith, William, 36 

Miles, John, 77 

Millom, John, 14, 15 

Minnie Graham, of Newport, 
105 

Moderator, of Newport, 100 

Moderator, No. 2, of Newport, 
76 

Moderator Boat Co., 62, 146 

Moderator Wharf, 46, 74, 76 

Molieve, 105, 106 

Monmouthshire Canal, 48, 49, 
62, 74, 113 

Monmouthshire Canal Act, 51, 
54 

Monmouthshire Canal Co.'s 
Petition, 1784, 49 

Monmouthshire Collieries, 56 

Moore, James, 89-91 

Mordey, Thomas Henry, 116 

Mordey, William, 117 

Mordey & Carney, 84, 103, 105 

Mordey, Son & Co., Ltd., 116, 
117 

Morgan, Colonel, 44 

Morgan, Charles, 45 

Morgan, Charles, 147 

Morgan, Sir Charles, 120 

Morgan, D., & Co., 113 

Morgan, David William, 42 


Morgan, Edward,of Pencreese, 73 

Morgan, Giles, 10 

Morgan, Harry, 11 

Morgan, Henry, Collector of 
Customs, 14 

Morgan, Henry, Vice Admirall, 
18 

Morgan, Sir Henry, The 
Buccaneer, 11 

Morgan, John, 118 

Morgan, Myles, of Tredegar, 
10, 11 

Morgan, Rowland, 13 

Morgan, Rowland A., of Machen, 
90 

Morgan, William, 13, 89-91 

Morgan, William, of Llantar- 
nam, 90 

Morgan, Sir William, 4, 89-91 

Morgan Family, 10 

Morse, H., 72 

Morteo & Co., 113 

Morton, David, 101 

Moses, J., & Co., 113 

Muir, William, 128 

Le Mychaell de Newporte, 5 


Nancy, of Newport, 100 

Nantyglo Wharf, 76 

Neath, 30 

Newport. Commission for Set- 
ting Out Port, 1822, 62, 
143-147 

Newport and South Wales Ship- 
owners Co., Ltd., 114 

Newport Bridge, 10 

Newport Castle, 45 

Newport Dock Company, 63, 
73, 79 

Newport Dry Dock and Iron 
Shipbuilding and Ship 
Repairing Co., Ltd., 105 

Newport Harbour Commission- 
ers, 65 
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Newport Mercantile Presentment 
or Bill of Entry, 65 

Newport Timber & Slate Co., 
72 

Newport Town Dock, 70 

Newton, 30 

Nicholas, Rowland H., 125, 126 

Nicholas, J. J., & Co., 72 

Nicholson, Charles, 104 

Norman, of Newport, 75 

Norwood, of Newport, 103 


Old Passage, 41 
Onward, of Newport, 111 
Orders, Frederick, 126 


Parre, Henricus, 6 
Pearse, Capt. Richard, 106-108 
Pembroke, Dowager Countess 


of, 15 
Penarth, 30, 49, 82, 89, 91 
Pennant, 33-34, 36 


Perkins, William, 102 

Phillip, William, 14 

Phillips, Ivor, 123 

Phillips, John, 5, 6 

Phillips, John Smith, 95, 123, 
147 

Phillips, Sir Thomas, 123-124 

Piepowder Court, Bristol, 20, 21 

Piracy, 88-99 

Plover, of Newport, 77 

Plumley, Jo., 27, 30, 118 

Polcres, 117 

Pontypridd, Caerphilly and 
Newport Railway, 84 

Powell, Hugh, 36 

Powell, Thomas, 100 

Powell and Williams, 57 

Praivie Flower, of Newport, 112 

Praivie Gem, of Newport, 112 

Pride and Williams, 101 

Primus, 110-11 
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Prince Edward Island, Sailing 
vessels built in, 111 

Prince of Wales, of Newport, 76 

Prince Regent, 95 

Princess Alice, of Newport, 112 

Prior, Jeffrey, 36 

Progress, of Newport, 111 

Prothero, Thomas, 50, 51, 147 

Providence, of Newport, 100 

Public Record Office, 2 

Pugsley, W., 72 

Pyman, Watson & Co., 113 


Quays and Wharves on the Usk, 
Commission on, 1764, 44 


Radmore, William, 77 

Raglan, of Newport, 103 

Red Lyon, 11 

Redwick Pill, 62 

Rees, Lodowick Milner, 126 

Reine des Belges, 105 

Rhymney Iron Co., 76 

Rice, Thomas, 9 

Rival, of Newport, 69 

Robert Burns, 98 

Roberts, David, 14 

Robin, Anthony, 11 

Le Roebuck de Bristol, 18 

Roger, of Tewkesbury, 132 

Rogers, George, 123 

Rogers, Stephen, 123-124 

The Rose, of Newport (1586), 
ll 

Rose, of Newport (1845), 97 

Rosedale, 115, 116 

Rosser, John, 27, 118 

Rumney, 62, 146 


Sadler, William, 77 
St. Barb, of Newport, 21 
St. David, of Newport, 76 
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St. George, of Newport, 116 

St. John, of Newport, 116 

St. Michael, of Newport, 116 

St. Perre, 27 

St. Pierre, 101 

Saladin, of Newport, 111 

Samuell, of Newport, 13 

Sarah, 101 

Seaflowey, of Caerleon, 39, 40 

Seys, Alexander, 38 

Seys, David, 38, 118 

Seys, William, 38 

Shipbrokers, 100-17 

Shipbuilding, 100-17 

Shipping Agents, 100-17 

Ships’ Protests, 106-110 

Siloam, 102 

Silurian, 102 

Sion, 102 

Sister, of Bristol, 21 

Sisters, 101 

Slate, 53 

Smuggling & Smugglers, 88-99 

Snipe, of Newport, 77 

Sparkes, Timothy, 100 

Le Speedwell de Newporte, 17, 
i8 

Speedwell, of Newport, 47, 131, 
132, 134 

Spittle’s Foundry, 76 

Starlight, of Newport, 102 

Steam Ships, 58-61, 101 

Stephens, Mawson & Goss, 105 

Le Steven de Newporte, 7, 10 

Steven, of Newport, 12 

Stewart, William, 58 

Stockwood, Thomas, 119 

Stone, 53 

Stonehouse, R. W., 112 

Stonehouse & Co., 72 

Success, of London, 20 

Sully, 30 

Sunbeam, of Newport, 112 

Superb, of Newport, 112 

Surprise, of Newport, 111 


Susannah, 104 

Sutton, William, 71 

Swallow, of Newport, 24 

Swallowe, of Newport, 13 

Swansea, 12, 23, 26, 30, 36, 54, 
57, 82 

Swift, of London, 96-97 

Sylvia, 96 

Symons, Richard, 27 


Tapson, A., & Co., 113 

Taxes, Farming of, 32 

Teal, of Newport, 77 

Teresina, 110 

Thomas, B. Pardoe-, 116 

Thomas, Benjamin, 57 

Thomas, Lewis, 14 

Thomas, Rev. Morgan, 36 

Three Friends, of Newport, 100 

Timber trade, 57 

Tiver, Charles, 77 

Tiver, James, 77 

Tollbooth, 118 

Townsend, W., 72 

Travers, Jasper, 71 

Tredegar, of Newport (24 tons), 
24, 25 
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